1. The New Jim Crow opens with the following claim: “In the
era of colorblindness, it is no longer socially permissible to use
race, explicitly, as a justification for discrimination, exclusion,
and social contempt. So we don’t. Rather than rely on race, we
use our criminal justice system to label people of color
‘criminals’ and then engage in all the practices we supposedly
left behind. Today it is perfectly legal to discriminate against
criminals in nearly all the ways it was once legal to
discriminate against African Americans.” What does Alexander
mean when she says racial caste in America has been
“redesigned”?
2. When you think of the “face of crime” in Washtenaw
County, what image comes to mind? Why?
3. What is a “racial bribe”? How did it work during slavery?
During the Jim Crow era? Does it function even today?
4. Why did President Ronald Reagan declare a War on Drugs
in 1982? Why was funding for agencies responsible for drug
treatment, prevention, and education dramatically reduced
between 1981 and 1984?
5. Slavery and Jim Crow segregation were “immunized” from
legal challenge via racially biased, color-conscious laws. The
New Jim Crow has been immunized from legal challenge via
colorblind Supreme Court decisions. What social
phenomenon prompted the shift from color-conscious to
colorblind laws? Can you cite any of the key colorblind
Supreme Court cases described in chapter 2?

6. What financial incentives did the Drug Enforcement
Administration offer to police agencies around the United
States to focus their efforts and resources on nonviolent drug
offenders?
7. How do television programs like Law & Order compare to
the way criminal court proceedings actually work?
8. Why do blacks and Latinos make up the majority of drug
arrests if whites sell and use drugs at the same rate?
9. Review the 1987 Supreme Court decision in McClesky v.
Kemp. How does it nullify the protections of the Eighth and
Fourteenth Amendments and place defendants who suspect
racial bias in a catch-22?
10. How does prosecutorial discretion influence racially discriminatory charges and sentences?
11. What policies force many ex-offenders to rack up
exorbitant debt upon their release from prison? How do these
policies compare to convict leasing in the post-slavery era?
12. Recall and discuss three circumstances that contribute to
the difficulties encountered by ex-offenders when they look
for work and housing. Why does the author categorize this
type of post-incarceration experience as an integral part of the
system of mass incarceration?

13. What is the biggest difference between the shame and
stigma blacks faced during the Jim Crow era because of
segregation and the shame and stigma blacks face today under
the prison label?
14. Review this excerpt from the “States of Denial” section
in chapter 5: “The widespread and mistaken belief that racial
animus is necessary for the creation and maintenance of
racialized systems of social control is the most important
reason that we, as a nation, have remained in deep denial.”
Discuss this claim within your study group. Does racism
require racial hostility to succeed?
15. Why did the massive response to the “Jena 6” fail to
challenge the public consensus about the current system of
racial control?
16. Before reading this book, what was your understanding of
the word “racism”? Has it changed at all?
17. Review the final section, titled “All of Us or None.” What
can we do to ensure that us might come to include all of us?
What are five concrete ways that we, as regular people, can
work to rid ourselves of our racial caste system?

