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THE HOTEL BAR WAS IN THE
MIDDLE STOREFRONT BETWEEN _
THE BICYCLE/COAL SHOP AND THE

%
A
r.‘.'

'

U T Y ) Y
._“ I‘ﬁ ' ¥

Oty
CORNER LOBBY. MICHAEL STAEBLER ;a,‘_”,;:’@
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IS THE MAN WITH THE BEARD.
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GERMAN-OWNED STORES,
WEST WASHINGTON STREET, CA. 1890
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| MICHAEL STAEBLER AND SON ALBERT STAND
' BEHIND THE DESK OF THE CORNER LOBBY. THE

¥ BUGGY DRIVER WHO MET PASSENGER TRAINS
1S SEATED AT RIGHT. THE HOTEL’S DINING ROOM,

""DIRECTLY BEHIND THE LOBBY, WAS ONE OF THE
TOWN’S FINER RESTAURANTS.
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THE STAEBLERS AND THE
GERMANIA/AMERICAN HOTEL

l n 1885 Michael Staebler, a successful farmer
mm from a pioneer German family west of town,
constructed this building as the Germania Hotel.
Balls, lectures, musical programs, and meetings
of the Germania Society were held on the third
floor. Staebler later added a fourth story and

renamed the building the American Hotel.

He set his sons up in business. Albert managed
the hotel and Edward ran a bicycle shop and coal
business. The large box shown above in front

of the store displayed different grades of coal.

A third son, Fred, ran a grocery store across the
street. Next door to the hotel, Heinzman and Son
offered cash to local farmers for hides and furs.

IN 1914 FRED STAEBLER

(FAR LEFT) PRESIDES OVER THE
STAEBLER & CO. GROCERY AT
120 WEST WASHINGTON STREET,
WHICH REPLACED THE FAMILY
COAL YARD. THE L-SHAPED STORE
(LATER THE POPULAR OLD GER-
MAN RESTAURANT) HAD A SIDE
ENTRANCE ON ASHLEY WITH
ONE OF THE FIRST GAS PUMPS
IN TOWN. AS THE TOWN’S FIRST
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS, STAEBLER
& SONS SOLD TRIMOTOS AND
THEN TOLEDO STEAMERS —
FIRST OUT OF THE FORMER COAL
OFFICE ON WASHINGTON AND
LATER OUT OF WHAT HAD BEEN
THE HOTEL DINING ROOM ON
ASHLEY. ON THE RIGHT EDWARD
STAEBLER DRIVES A TOLEDO
STEAMER. STAEBLER-KEMPF OIL
COMPANY EVENTUALLY HAD A
CHAIN OF 65 GAS STATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY.

SPONSORED BY FRIENDS OF THE ANN ARBOR GERMAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY
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