
CENTERS FOR COMMUNICATIONS

ON COURTHOUSE SQUARE

A    nn Arbor’s early centers for communications, 
     including newspaper, postal, and telegraph of-
fices, were all located in buildings facing Court-house 
Square. The telegraph line between Detroit and Ann 
Arbor was opened on Christmas Day in 1847. The first 
telephone switchboard was placed in a building not 
far from the Square on South Main in 1881. There were 
twenty-five telephone subscribers at that time.
 From 1882 to 1909 Ann Arbor’s sixth Post Office, 

the ann arbor daily 
news (formerly the 
daily times news) 
building, ca. 1936.

U.S. Post Office/ 
Beal Block

c.1887

postal telegraph cable co. 
operators in the cornwell 
(hamilton) building at east 
huron and north fourth, 
mid-1890s. this was one 
of many telegraph 
offices that once 
faced courthouse 
square.
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ann arbor postmen pose in 
front of the post office, 
ca. 1900. 

at the corner of Ann and Main, was housed in what 
was the showiest building in town —the Beal Block, 
an ornate brick edifice lavished with decorative stone-
work and iron filigree. Before home delivery began in 
1886, every household in Ann Arbor picked up its mail 
here. In 1909 the Post Office was moved to the new 
classic Beaux Arts building still standing just to the 
north on the corner of Main and Catherine. 
 A few years later, in 1916, the Daily Times News 

building was erected just east of the Beal Block on 
Ann Street. It was the first structure in Ann Arbor built 
solely to house a newspaper. The Ann Arbor Daily 
News moved to a new building at Huron and Division 
in 1936 and was renamed The Ann Arbor News the 
following year. The Beal Block had been torn down 
the year before, and the Times News building was 
demolished soon after.


