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built in 1899, the kayser 
block was used as a hotel 
through world war I, often 
with black management. used 
by the colored wel-fare 
league, it was the first home 
for the dunbar center (1923-
26), which later evolved into 
the ann arbor community cen-
ter on main st. john ragland, 
a 1938 u-m law grad active in 
the naacp, was a lawyer for 
the colored welfare league. 

He had his office on the sec-
ond floor. for a time he was 
the only african American 
attorney in town. washtenaw 
county’s first black attorney 
was u-m grad john fox, who 
began practicing in ypsilanti 
in 1878—the year the new 
courthouse opened.

A MEETING PLACE FOR 
ANN ARBOR’S BLACK COMMUNITY

reverend 
ralph m. gilbert, 
pastor of the 
second baptist 
church, founded 
the dunbar 
center in 1923.

3 The corner of Ann St. & Fourth Ave. with a greek revival 
building on Ann St. and a Colored Welfare League sign 
on the Kayser Block, ca. 1930

  n 1921 the Colored Welfare League bought the        
    Kayser Block on North Fourth Ave. (above 
right) and used it as a center to help settle 
black workers who migrated to Ann Arbor in the 
1920s. It gradually became an African American 
com-munity center and a gathering place for 
social and fraternal groups. It was also used for 
commercial undertakings and as a residence.

I  The Greek Revival building on the northwest 
corner of Ann St. and Fourth Ave. (above cen-ter) 
was Ann Arbor’s fourth post office from 1841 to 
1853. Early abolitionist meetings were held 
on the second floor. It later served as a flour and 
seed store, a bakery, and a confectionery before 
being demolished in 1930 to make way for a gas 
station.


