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£ Big Picture

N oam Chomsky is Institute
Professor in the Department of
Linguistics at the

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. He has made
important and radical
contributions to his field and has
written some of this century's
most celebrated texts on
language.

He is more widely known as a
political activist and outspoken
critic of U.S. foreign policy. His
active opposition to the Vietnam
War began in 1965 and is
reflected in his books:
"American Power and the New
Mandarins" (1969), and "At War
with Asia" (1970).

His more recent books include
"The Fateful Triangle: The United
States, Israel, & the
Palestinians" (1984), "Turning
the Tide: U.S. Intervention in
Central America and the Struggle
for Peace” (1985), and "Pirates
and Emperors: International
Terrorism in the Real World"
(1986).

The following speech was
given at the University of
Minnesota in April of 1985. It
aired on WBAI-FM New York and
was transcribed from a recording
by AGENDA staff. The
subheadings were added by
AGENDA.

The National Academy of Sciences
published a study of nuclear strategic
issues a couple of weeks ago; their poll
results indicate that 75% of the American
population has come out in favor of the
nuclear freeze. Of that 75% some portion,
probably small, knows that that's also
official Soviet policy. The reason why
that proportion is probably small is that
it has barely been mentioned in the
American press. And probably some still
smaller proportion knows that the
position has  been  overwhelmingly
supported by the United Nations over the
rather adamant objection of the United
States.

So here we have a sitmation where
75% of the American population supports
something, the Soviet Union supports it,
most of the world supports it, and as you
know it's not an issue in American
politics. It was barely mentioned—and
only in rhetorical flourishes—in the last
campaign, and in fact it's not really on
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The Drift Toward

Global Nuclear War
by Noam Chomsky

the agenda in the American political
system. And the vast military buildup
which was initiated by President Carter
and then extended by President Reagan
continues unabated, quite significantly
escalaling the already severe threat of a
terminal nuclear war. The only detectable
effect of this very substantial success of
the nuclear freeze campaign—75% is not
a small number to reach—the only
detectable effect is that it impelled the
United States into negotiations which
were obviously designed to deflect public
concern, so that the arms buildup could
continue without interference. And in
effect that is exactly what happened.

Well, all of that raises some obvious
questions about democracy and other
things. A nuclear war is certainly not
unlikely. 1 don't think that there is any
rational person that thinks it's unlikely.
In fact we have come very close to it
many times. It's kind of a miracle that
we're even here lo discuss the matter and
i's not too likely that that miracle will
persist very long,

Even now—just to talk for a moment
about the scale of armaments—the United
States has approximately 13,000 nuclear
weapons tlargeted against the Soviet
Union. [If you include] France and
England [you can] add about 1,000 more
(and they're rapidly increasing their
arsenals). The Soviet Union has about
8,500 weapons targeted against the
United States.

Of the 13,000 U.S. missiles targeted
against the Soviet Union about 11,000
are classified as strategic. Of those about
half are invulnerable on submarines. Of
the 8,500 Soviet missiles—mostly land
based—about 95% are liquid fueled. The
Center for Defense Information (from
which I have just taken those figures)
concludes that despite the numbers,
neither country is superior in nuclear
weapons; rather they say, we are mutually
inferior because there’s no superiority in
mutual destruction, and that's a plausible
conclusion.

Mutual Inferiority

Now the American  government
regularly issues wamings which are
designed 1o terrify the taxpayer (who has
to pay the costs of these military
buildups) and sometimes those warnings
are rather on the fanciful side. For
example, a couple of weeks ago there was
a major interview published in The New
York Times with President Reagan and a
group of New York Times experts in
strategic issues (Leslie Gelb and others),
and Reagan started off by stating, as he
has before, that since 1967 the United
States has been engaged in unilateral
disarmament. Well, he was not called to
account for that statement (which is a
falsehood so extraordinary that it defies
comment).

Now, notice that I call it a falsehood,
not a lie. Technically speaking it wasn't
a lie, just as the random babble of a child
can't be a lie. That is, it requires a certain
competence to be able to tell a lie: you
have to have mastered the concept of
truth otherwise you just can't tell a lie.
But the point is that it is plainly,
grotesquely false, and whal's interesting
about it was that it elicited no comment.
His interlocutors didn't feel it was
necessary 1o say anything about this;
there was no further editorial comment. In
fact it's apparentlly considered quile
appropriate for the president o say we've
been engaged in unilateral disarmament
during the period when we've vastly
increased our strategic weapons,

Well, sometimes these warnings are
not fanciful. Sometimes they're in fact
quite accurate. Every year the Pentagon
puls, out a glossy booklet explaining how
dire our plight is and how weak we are in
comparison to the Russians and so on. In
1983, the booklet actually managed 1o
say something that was true. It said that
the Russians have an ominous advantage
over us in liquid fueled missiles (which is
in fact correct). Ninety-five percent of

(see BIG PICTURE, page 10)
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Advice

Keep up the good work—the paper is
"rounding out” nicely. Having worked on a radical
*rag” eighteen years ago in Ann Arbor | can tell
you that Annarboreals are (were) too intelligent
and/or sophisticated for straight radicalline
stuff. More analysis and perspectives are always

ood.
" Also maybe if you could reduce some of the
*info* of each group that puts its blurb in—make it
concise—you wouldn't have such a big
publication bill.

Good luck!

Rex Hauser
MOUNT PLEASANT, MI

The Secret Team

Legal Accountability
our Hope

The nation might have to pay a heavy price
for this latest and most serious blow to the
credibility and competence of U. S. foreign
policy. The prestige of the President has been
seriously weakened by the basic facts of an
ilegal operation that contradicts Mr. Reagan's
public principles. Western allies and other world
leaders are incensed over the seeming duplicity
of an administration that says one thing publicly
and does the opposite in secret.

But those who stand to suffer most are the
people of Central America. In supplying weapons
to the CIA Contra ammy, the Reagan
Administration has put itself in opposition to the
legitimate aspirations of deeply oppressed
people in the region who have for too long been
the victims of U. S. sponsored repression. The
strength of the nation, not its weakness, comes
from the fact that it has a government of laws run
by officials who can be held accountable.This
moral principle, more than even its arsenal of
nuclear missiles, accounts for the fundamental
strength the U.S. exerts in its dealings with
people around the world. That is why any

operation—whether it be political assassination,
the covert shipment of arms to Iran or the secret
diversion of funds to the Contras—that is run in a
manner designed to skirt legal accountability,
represents such a deep danger that it ultimately
could threaten our own freedom.

The President and those who carry out his
policies should not forget the words of Richard
Henry Lee as he stood before the First
Continental Congress in 1776: "Let this happy
day give birth to a new republic. Let her rise not
to devastate and to conquer, but to re-establish
the reign of peace and of law, one set in a new
standard of freedom for all the peoples of the
earth.”

Alfonso Hernandez Lozano
ANN ARBOR, MI

Been Looking for it

I've been looking for information about the
Christic lawsuit since December, go your recent
issues were most gladly received. Thank you!
Could | have a couple extras of the May issue for
friends?

Mary Hathaway
ANN ARBOR, MI

Round llI: Activist looking to KO Pursell
Baker Declares
Candidacy Early

On May 25th Dean Baker announced that he
will challenge Carl Pursell for the Second District
Congressional seat in 1988. Baker, an activist in
progressive causes, gave Pursell his most
serious challenge in a decade as the Democratic
nominee last year. The campaign was a massive
grassroots effort that involved over 1000
volunteers.

In his announcement Baker made clear his
committment to maintain the grassroots focus of
the campaign. Baker restated his determination
to end U.S. involvement in Central America, to
push for real arms control, and to divert money
from the military 1o meeting social needs. He also
laid out a detailed plan for reducing the deficit, a
"Boesky tax" aimed at financial speculators, as
well as an innovative low-cost plan to combat
unemployment resulting from plant closings.
Baker also attacked the corruption and
criminality that's being uncovered in the lran-
contra affair, arguing that we must not only pass

good legislation, but must be prepared to
confront any administration that will not abide by
the law.

Baker is confident that an early start and the
experience gained in the last campaign should
make it possible to unseat Pursell. Baker
acknowledged the possibility of a primary
challenge from Democratic politicians, since the
last campaign had shown that Pursell is
vulnerable. However, he said the early start was
in part "designed to show the party that we are
serious. We showed last time that the people will
back a campaign that sticks to the issues.” He
said, "nearly everyone | bump into who worked on
the last campaign asks when we're going to get
started again. There just didn't seem any point in
wailing”. A supporter commented on the
possibility of a primary challenge, "we'll be the
only ones running with a serious committment to
the issues, anyone else would just be getting in
there to advance their career.”

Michigan Quest to Top
$1 Million Mark This Month

On Sawrday, June 13 organizations from
across Michigan will converge on Ann Arbor
bringing truckloads of humanitarian aid for the
people of Nicaragua.

Under the auspices of Michigan Quest for
Peace, the organizations will load the supplies
onto a cargo container for shipment directly to
Nicaragua. The loading will take place near the
Burns Park shelter from 12 noon until 5 pm
Saturday, June 13. The public is welcome and
food, refreshments, and entertainment will be on
hand.

Michigan Quest for Peace is a network of 70

organizations collecting humanitarian aid for
Nicaragua. Its goal is to raise $3.8 million worth
of aid in the period from July 1, 1986 to Sep-
tember 30, 1987, Michigan's per capita share of
the national goal of $100 million.

“The average value of a cargo container is
$300,000", says Jim Burchell, coordinator of
Michigan Quest. "This shipment will bring our tally
to over $1.1 million".

Over half of the materials have been donated
by Ann Arbor citizens, according to Burchell,
through a clothing drive for Ann Arbor's sister
city of Juigalpa sponsored by the Interfaith

Council for Peace's Religious Coalition on Central
America.The Sister City Task Force will send a
Clivus-Multrum composting loilet, donated by
that company. Other materials will include pow-
dered milk, medical supplies, and educational
materials. The size of a cargo container is 40 ft x
8 ft x 8 ft and costs $7,000 to ship to Nicaragua.

Donations for shipping costs may be sent to
Michigan Quest for Peace, 1910 Hill St., Ann
Arbor M|, 48104. For more information call Jim
Burchell at 769-5051.
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Gelman Second Worst
Environmental Disaster in Michigan

The United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) has called toxic chemical
contamination "the most grievious error in
judgement we as a nation have ever made.”
Scio township and Ann Arbor residents have
become painfully aware of this in their
effort to get water pollution in the vicinity
of Gelman Sciences, Inc. cleaned up. Last
month the site was ranked second worst en-
vironmental hazard in Michigan. Despite
this high ranking, there is no evidence that
the contamination has stopped or that clean-
up of the site will be initiated in the near
future.

Gelman Sciences, Inc., which is Jocated
on 600 S. Wagner Road in Scio Township,

has used dioxane o make filters since the |

mid-1960s. As early as 1978, there were
warnings of the dioxane contamination
which was "officially” discovered in 1984.
Today this contamination has spread over
two miles from the Gelman site. In a May
22 letter to The Ann Arbor News an official
in the EPA's Hazardous Waste Enforcement
Br:mch said this contamination has caused

terrible  public  health and
mwmmnenla] problems that were created
by the unscientifically sound and uncons-
cionable act of disposing of tons of diox-
ane, a known animal carcinogen, into a
sand-and-gravel, unlined backyard wasie
pond as a means to get rid of Gelman's in-
dustrial wastes.”

The dioxane has contaminated many
parts of the local environment including a
wetland area north of Gelman, two local
creeks, Third Sister Lake and three smaller
lakes near the site. Both the extent and the
source of the contamination are still un-
known.

Gelman has used two systems to dispose
of the dioxane waste. Prior to 1981 these
chemicals were piped into a holding lagoon
and then spray-irrigated on to company pro-
perty. In 1981, Gelman installed an under-
ground injection well waste disposal system
which pumps the waste into rock formations
a mile underground. Both disposal systems
are possible sources of the contamination.

by Jeff Gearhart and Mark Weinstein

Despite this, Gelman continues to oper-
ate an underground injection well system.
Dr. James Tuchan of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources claims under-
ground injection into deep wells is "
the worst place you want o put toxic
wastes." Common problems associated with
deep well injection include leakage due to
corroded pipelines, underground migration
of wastes, cracking of containing rock
formations, and leakage of surface con-
tainers. Suzi Ruhl of the Legal Environmental
Assistance Fund (LEAF) recently called deep
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well injection "a classic out-of-sight, out«of
mind technology” which is ", . . jus
postponing a day of reckoning with l.he
hazardous waste problem.”
Lapses and Violations
The current contamination has evolved
due 1 a complex web of interrelated lapses
and violations on the part of Gelman, and
state and federal environmental officials. A
lack of monitoring and inadequate state and
federal regulations has allowed Gelman to
repeatedly violate their discharge permits

with little fear of reprimand. “Essentially,
there is very little downside risk to anybody
who illegally disposes of chemicals in such
a way as to be harmful to the public
health," stated James Moorman, U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, Asst. Attomey General for
Land and Natral Resources, in testimony
given in a House Subcommittee hearing on
toxic waste disposal.

Residents in the immediate vicinity of
the contamination first complained about
bad odors coming from Gelman property in
the 1960's. As a result of these complaints
Gelman was given an "E" rating by the
Michigan Water Resources Commission in
1969. This rating is the lowest the Com-
mission gives in its assessment of indus-
trial waste treatment.

In May, 1977 Gelman was granted a
groundwater discharge permit by the Michi-
gan Water Resources Commission. This per-
mit stated that ". . . the discharge could not
injuriously affect public health or welfare,
or the uses of the underground waters or
surface waters of the state,” but did not men-
tion or set testing guidelines for any parti-
cular toxic chemicals. The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) has stated
that although monthly reports are required
for these permits, they do not monitor the
reports unless there are complaints.

During the time when Gelman was
operating under the initial permit, a series
of complaints were filed with the Michigan
DNR regarding potential illegal dumping
which was occuring on the site. Citizen
complaints were filed as early as 1978 and
in 1980 former Gelman employees told
Michigan DNR criminal investigators that
"barrels of hundreds of different chemicals .
. . are being dumped” and that one of the
storage lagoons had been drained into Third
Sister Lake, which is University of Michi-
gan, School of Natural Resources property.
DNR records show that no legal action was
taken as a result of any of these complaints.

According to reports submitted by
Gelman to the Michigan DNR, Gelman often

(see GELMAN, page 17)

With two projects underway, Ann Arbor's
Sister City Task Force shows no signs of
slowing down in the face of Mayor
Jernigan's veto of a Council passed
resolution continuing the Task Force's ties
with city government.

During the first week of June Task Force
volunteers will go door-to-door throughout
Ann Arbor raising funds in what is being
called the "Over the Top Canvass.”

"With enough volunteers we can raise
thousands of dollars which will 1ake us over
the amount we need o purchase a garbage
truck for our sister city,” said fundraiser Jim
Burchell. "We will also use the money o
help send a truckload of humanitarian aid to
Nicaragua under the auspices of Michigan
Quest for Peace.”

The Sister City Task Force has organized
a twelve member delegation which will visit
Nicaragua and the sister city of Juigalpa
from June 20 through June 30. Members of
the delegation are: Pierce Bamard, Mary
Dorst, Thomas Gomez, Walt Karas, Elisa
McCabe, Joshua Meisler, Mike Peltier, Beth
Pleins, Leonard Quenon, Gary Rothberger,
Kate Warner, and Kathie Williams.

Each delegate will pay her or his own
travel expenses. Persons wishing to assist
members of the delegation with these costs
may call Kim Groome at the Interfaith
Council for Peace at 663-1870. People
wishing to assist with the canvass are asked
to call Jim Burchell at 769-5051.

Sister City Task
Force Forges Ahead

This is an example of the 12 cubic yard, Canadian-made, hydraulic
non-compacting "Haul-All" garbage truck the people of Ann Arbor will be

sending
Juigalpa, is on the right.

to the people of Juigalpa. Claudio Vallecillo,

the Mayor of
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Take Back the Night
and Every Day

The eighth annual Ann Arbor Take Back
the Night March and Rally to protest
violence against women and children was
the culmination of many women's continu-
ous efforts to end violence. This year’s
march and rally was a huge success. It gen-
erated awareness about sexual assault and
other forms of violence such as racism and
the economic inequalities which pervade the
lives of women and children. For one night
each year in Ann Arbor, women unite
celebrate both diversity and similarity, to
raise consciousness and power, 10 express
the fury which the threat of rape instills in
us, and to turn anger into empowerment.

Anger, strength, and hope are some of
the feelings which sustain the women in the

By Karen Klein

growing feminist group which has been
organizing the yearly Take Back the Nights
since 1981. Members of the collective work
in many ways to end viclence against wo-
men and children.

Barb Bureau, a special education teaching
consultant and Coalition member, joined the
group largely because she felt that the de-
mands provided her with a concrete objec-
tive to work toward. "I feel very strongly a-
bout the tender years law which allows
children under five years old who have been
abused to be videotaped insteads of being ex-
amined by an insensitive lawyer in court."
says Bureau. The demands, which try to be
representative of all women’s needs, vary
with the interests and diversity of the

has been outreach.”" says Bureau. "We want
the Coalition to be bigger and stronger."

Take Back the Night draws attention to
many problems, and women bring their own
perspectives and issues 1o the meaning of
this night. This year, the coalition demon-
strated its strong commitment to women of
color. This was reflected in a number of
demands such as: crisis intervention center
outreach to women of color; the end of forc-
ed sterilization; and the divestiture of city
and University funds in South Africa and the
end of suport for multi-national corpora-
tions and oppressive regimes in other coun-
tries. The Coalition also asked only women
of color 1o speak and perform at the rally be-
fore the march.

For this reason, the Washington Sisters,
a dynamic women's music pair from Colum-
bus, Ohio, became interested in performing
at Take Back the Night. Their politically
conscious music and entertainment added to
the spirited tone of the Rally. Other women
who contributed to the Rally included: local-
ly based Pamela Brown-Peterside, a T.A. in
Women's Studies at UM; Michelle Bradford's
martial arts defense club from Detroit;

Charita Ford, an English PhD candidate at U-
M; D. Gosh, a long time feminist activist;
Heong Dug Tark, a Women's Studies student
at U-M; and Jamina Vasconcellos on the
drums. "One of the purposes of the March
and Rally," explains Cathy Cohen, a U-M
doc-toral student in political science and
Coali-tion member, "is to let women know
that there are women out there who will
support them." The Coalition hopes that
more wo-men of color will participate in the
organi-zational process in the future.

As Kata Issari, a staffperson at the As-
sault Crisis Center (ACC) and Coalition
member points out, the patriarchal structure
of society is a divisive one which weakens
the potential of collective strength. Such
division, says Issari, " . . . is a shame and
contrary to our purpose. I see real hope in
working together. There is a place for each
of us."

Some of the tangible objectives of the
Coalition which have been met recently in-
clude: improved lighting; the removal of the
Black Velvet Billbeard from North Main

(see NIGHT, page 17)

Ann Arbor Coalition Against Rape, a

Coalition. "Our main focus this whole year

Rent (Out of) Control

The vast amount of new rental propery building in the area,
particularly between Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, will stabilize
the overall rental market through free competition. "

—Lou  Belcher, March 25, 1974, explaining  why
he opposed the rent control proposal on the
ballot that year.

Belcher, a Republican, won a seat on the Ann Arbor City
Council in 1974, and went on o serve seven years as
mayor. He proved w be a better politician than prophet.
New construction, sluggish since 1974, has not solved the
problems of high rents and low vacancies. These problems
are worse than they were thirteen years ago—much worse,
by some accounts. The current situation has led 1o a new
effort to put rent stabilization (rent control) on the ballot in
1988.

In 1974 the rental vacancy rate was critically low at
35%. It is now about 2.2%, according to the University of
Michigan Housing Office’s most recent figures. Belcher's
"free competition” has led to no competition. "In general, it
seems to me, the way the market is now the landlords can
charge as much as they want and they're going to get it." ac-
cording to Jen Faigel, a staffer at the Ann Arbor Tenants
Union. Statistics confirm that rents have been rising more
and more rapidly in the last six years. Median rent is now
$414, up 60% from $275 in 1980. In the last two years,
according to a study conducted by the city's Information Ser-
vices Department, rents have been increasing at an average
rale of over ten percent a year. Much larger increases are
common. "I'm hearing about rent increases averaging 25 lo
35 percent a year" says Faigel. ' A lot.of people ask, ' Isn't
there a law to limit how much my landlord can raise the
remt?"

There isn't yet, but work has begun. A core group of vol-
unteers is meeting to draft a rent stabilization ordinance for
presentation to the voters sometime in 1988. About five
thousand valid petition signatures will be necessary to place
the ordinance on the ballot. In drafting the law, proponents

by Ken Garber
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are adapling existing rent control laws from other communi-
ties to fit Anm Arbor's needs.

Rent stabilization will be highly controversial, to say
the least. Many acknowledge our current housing crisis but
resist any tampering with the free market. Michael Appel, a
graduate student who is working on the rent stabilization
cffort, believes that some restriction of market forces is de-
sirable, since housing is a basic necessity. "What rent stabi-
lization says is that we will not allow the market to continu-
ally raise rent levels, since housing is such a fundamental
community need,” he sustains. This is not a new or radical
concept. Utility rates, Appel points out, are strictly regu-
lated. Nor is profit 1o be eliminated; Appel stresses that
landlords will be guaranteed a fair return on their invest-

ment.” Rent stabilization tries to balance the right of ten-
ants o have affordable housing in their community.”

Although rent stabilization laws have been approved by
voters in dozens of cities as diverse as Berkeley, Baltimore,
and Boston, nobody in Ann Arbor believes winning here
will be easy. "There's a chance,” says Faigel. " I think it's a
real uphill battle but it can be successful.” Although 60 per-
cent of Ann Arbor residents are tenants, most do not vote.
Besides mobilizing renters, Faigel believes, proponents
must convince homeowners that rent stabilization will
work. "They're a very large swing vote that needs 10 be
targeted,” she says. Appel believes that can be done, since
many homeowners are disturbed by Ann Arbor's conversion
into an exclusive enclave of the rich: "Are residents of Ann
Arbor comfortable living in a community where long term
residents of that community can no longer afford 1o live?"

The 1974 rent control initiative, although it won 42 per-
cent of the vote, got little support from homeowners. The
main reason, according to Julie Steiner, an activist at the
time, was the huge sum of money spent by landlord inter-
ests. "They had a tremendous amount of money, remembers
Steiner who now directs the Sexual Assault and Awareness
Center on campus. "It seems o me they did weekly
mailings. Every resident of Ann Arbor got at least one mail-
ing during the campaign." Records show that the landlord-
interest group, Citizens for Good Housing, spent § 46,000
to defeat rent control, an unheard of amount for a local elec-
tion (in contrast, Jerry Jernigan spent $27,000 this year in
his successful campaign for mayor, the sccond highest total
ever spent by a candidate for office). The Human Rights Par-
ty, which promoted rent control in 1974, could only raise a
few thousand dollars.

Jonathan Rose, a local attorney who helped draft the
1974 law (and a revised 1975 wversion, which also lost)
agrees that money won the election. "The landlords were a
lot more sophisticated about advertising than we were," he
says. "They used the ad techniques of Madison Avenue 1o
sway the voters.," Rose also believes the law may have been
oo strict to win. "The way the law was draflted was too ide-
alistic—they may have taken too big a bite the first time.
We should put forth a moderate ordinance this time. Whether
we can gel homeowner support or not I think depends on

(see RENT CONTROL, page 23)
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State-Funded Abortion Issue to
be Decided by Legislature

State legislators will soon be deciding
whether low-income women in Michigan will
continue to have the right to obtain state-
funded Medicaid abortions. Anti-choice groups
throughout the state have gathered the signa-
tures necessary to force the state senate and
house of representatives to vote on the issue.
The govemnor will not have velo power over the
outcome of this vote,

The proposal does not, as many believe,
ban all state-funded abortions; only Medicaid
and other welfare-related programs would be
affected. (The ban world not apply, for exam-
ple, to workman's compensation claims for
state employees.) Therefore, those primarily af-
fected would be low 1o moderate income women.

Over 450,000 signatures have been col-
lected which, though more than the number
needed to force the legislature to decide the mat-
ter, is representative of only 2% of the state's
population. A May arnicle in The Ann Arbor
News reported that the signed petitions may be
valuable campaign tools for conservative politi-
al candidates, but over the short term, the lists
may be effectively used as political leverage by
anti-choice organizers to lean on state politici-
ans to vote their way. If the vote to ban staie
Medicaid abortions is successful a small, but
well-organized minority will be having an un-
proportional influence on the entire state.
Many of the signatres were collected in con-
servative parts of the state, especially westemn
Michigan, where Right to Life has strong sup-
port.
But even 450,000 signatures may not truly
represent what people want. According to pro-
choice worker Margy Long, abortion foes have
misled the public during their petition drive by
making it sound as if they want to put the issue
before the voters in a statewide referendum.
Right to Life's campaign is not for a refer-
endum, but for a closed vote involving only the
state politicians—iwo very different things.

Pat Rose of Washienew County Right to
Life says that the organization has in fact been
straight forward with people. "They knew ex-

by Jeff Zeth

actly what they were doing,” she said, adding
that obtaining the signatures was much easier
than they thought it would be. “We hardly had
to go out and solicit signatures,” she said, claim-
ing that many people came to them on their
own initiative.

But the question of deception is secondary to
the question of why Right to Life chose the stra-
tegy it did. A petition drive to force a vote in
the legislalure takes more signatures, and is
more difficult to explain to people out on the
streets, than a drive for a statewide referendum.
Why choose the method involving the most
work?

Pro-choice advocates have indicated that
Right to Life knows it would lose if there was a
statewide referendum. Whereas the Michigan
house and senate are Republican-controlled and
stand a good chance of passing the measure
when the vole comes up, given their past
voling record.

But many progressive organizers and poli-
ticians feel that the voters, if left to decide,
would choose to leave state-funded Medicaid a-
bortions intact. Governor Blanchard has stated
that if the proposal were to be worded fairly, vo-
ters would approve the issue in a referendum.

A referendum drive is exactly the type of cam-
paign that progressives intend to wage if the
measure passes the legislature. The vote will
take place once the signatures have been vali-
dated; validation may take anywhere from 30 to
50 days, perhaps longer. It is not clear whether
this willl happen before the legislature's recess
in July.

Advocates of free choice are encouraging
people at this point to learn more about this
process. Significant in the debate is the fact
that the issue as it stands is being decided by
the legislature and 450,000 Michigan residents,
comprising a total of 2% of the stale’s popu-
lation and 8% of its re-gistered voters. Those
that favor freedom of choice are being en-
couraged to write and call their legislators and
tell them that they do not want a minority of
the state's citizens deciding this issue for them.

Building an Anti-Racist
Progressive Coalition

by Barbara Ransby

It is hypocritical for American activists to be outraged about the crimes
commited against our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world if they
are not at the same time aware of and outraged by the atrocities being commited

in their own backyards.

On Saturday, April 25th, a rainy spring day
in Washington D.C., more than 100,000 peo-
ple from communities across the nation, came
logether to participate in a National Mobili-
zation for Peace and Justice in Central America
and Southern Africa. The national organizers
worked tirelessly 1o put the event together and
should be commended. At the same time, how-
ever, the event reflected a number of small poli-
tical weaknesses and one major one. The minor
weaknesses will take care of themselves. The
major weakness needs to be seriously addres-
sed.

The relatively low number of Blacks and
other people of color within the ranks of the
demonstrators was disturbing 1o many of us,
even more siriking in that the population of
Washingtion is overwhelmingly Black. The
lack of truly muliiracial participation in the
March does not reflect a failure solely of the na-
tional organizing effort; it also reflects a very
serious and longstanding weakness of many
local progressive organizations, including man-
y in our own community. The problem is the
failure of many people to seriously and ag-
gressively address the question of racism, both
within the larger society and within our pro-

gressive movements as well. Racism has al-ways
been a critical issue confronting the Ameri-can
Left. It remains critical today. In light of the
upsurge in violent racist attacks across the coun-
try, compounded by daily racist violence of so-
cial service cutbacks, an ecomonic military draft,
the erosion of afffirmative action gains, and
50% unemployment among Black and Latin
youth, every progressive activist must begin to
lake the issue of racism much more seriously.
This means that white activists must recognize
the centrality of racism to all progressive cau-
ses, must accept the importance of Black and
Third World leadership, particularly that of wo-
men of color, and finally, must be willing w
grapple with and confront their own racism and
that of people around them in the process.

Racism and anti-racism are connected to all
progressive movemenis today because racism has
been the ideological fuel the Reagan Admini-
stration has used to propel its policies at home
and abroad. U. S. support for the Contra terror-
ists in Nicaragua, and support for fascist policies
in Southern Africa represent attacks against peo-
ple of color struggling for self-determination. It
is easier to defend foreign policy initiatives that

(see RACISM, page 1x)
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Ben Lives On

by Ellen Rusten

The following piece is an expanded version of a May 5
speech given at the memorial service for Benjamin Ernest
Linder, held on the steps of the Federal Building in Ann
Arbor.

My name is Ellen Rusten, and I am a member of the First
Baptist Church of Ann Arbor. I lived in Nicaragua for about
two years from 1984 to 1986. I met Ben when I returned to
Nicaragua in November.

I knew Benjamin Linder only a very litle. He was a
diminutive, wirey man with scraggly whiskers. The strong
Nicaraguan sun had bleached his brown hair and burmt his
skin until he became mostly rust in color.

He was intense and quick in his movements. He seemed
nervous, and—Ito be honesi—really didn't make all that
good of a first impression. But when he walked into a room
full of those who knew him, it was as if he had umed on a
switch connecied to all their smiles. He was an outrageous
jokester. Neither Nicaraguan nor U. S. political leaders were
safe from his wisecracks.

Ben worked as an electrical engineer in the very northemn
reaches of Nicaragua in the lush mountains of the
Department of Jinotega. He brought electric lights to sever-
al villages using hydropower, and was working on a new
project when he was ambushed by six contras and killed by
one of five grenades, along with two peasant workers.

He lived in a town named El Cua, in a region that has
been barraged by terrorist attacks. It was not too far from
where a land- mine exploded killing thirty-four civilians last
July—most of them from one extended family. It takes cou-
rage and- dedication to continue to live in that area. Ben's
commitment to helping the poor caused him to forget about
his own comfort and safety.

I knew him more for his exploits as a clown than as an
engineer. Long before I met him, an Australian friend told
me of the exploits of the "puny Yank" who had come 1o a
party dressed as Rambo. She told me how he would visit
wounded children in clinics—masking his natural shyness
with a clown's white face and preposterous humor. I'm told
by a family friend that he had been seriously “clowning
around” since he was fourteen years old.

At his funeral in Matagalpa, where he was buried,
children dressed up as clowns in remembrance of the joy he
had given them.

Benjamin Linder, the twenly seven-year-old Oregonian,
joins at least three other North Americans who have been
killed in Reagan's war. The other three were mercenar-
ies—two shot down with Hasenfus, the other killed in 1984
while flying a helicopter gun ship which killed two little
girls and, 1 believe, two mothers. He also joins nine Europe-
ans and more than 25,000 other Ameri-cans—Central
Americans—who are casualties of this terrible conflict. Of
those, about 16,000 were civilians, and about 3,000 of
those were children.

Alongside Ben's body lay two Nicaraguans—their names
rarely mentioned in the press. They were two peasanis,
Paulo Rosales and Sergio Hemandez, from San Jose de
Bocay, a own about a mile from where they were murdered.

The contras say they were justified in attacking these
peasants and this engineer because there were four armed
militia with them. As it was during our own revolution,
militia in Nicaragua are civilians who resort to arms only
because of an aggressive threat against their lives and their
homes.

For example, in 1985 in Matagalpa, I met nine-year-old

Gilberto who proudly told me he was in the militia and had
already seen two attacks. In a scorching field in Managua, I
metl eleven-year-old Maria who took part in an aflemoon's
"military” training. She said she wanted to leam how to
protect her grandmother from an expected invasion by the
"Yankees." This is the militia that the contras say they
have the right to attack: schoolchildren, retired teachers,
farmers, all fighting to protect their families.

Lately, I have been remembering the murders at Kent
State more than a decade ago. A great chasm divided our soci-
ety then. While an unjust vicious war raged on another coun-
ry's shores, we fought a war back here at home. Political
corruption grew and brought down a president.

Those days are with us again, with minor differences.
The war is in Nicaragua and El Salvador. We hire brown-skin-
ned foreigners to fight the war for us. Red-bailing is pop-
ular once again, and branding someone a Communist is rea-
son enough for murder. An even a more deadly political co-
rruption is eating away at the people entrusted with our
government.

And we are killing our own again.

Ben Linder was one of about 2,000 U. 8. citizens
estimated to be living in Nicaragua right now. Forty thou-
sand U.S. citizens have been to Nicaragua each year for the
last several years to observe or participate in this ex-
periment that dares to hope that people working together
can end centuries of injustice and devastating poverty; that
dares to support with the strength of a govemment the
revolution that comes with the theology of liberation.

How many of these sojourners will end the way Ben did?
Will we be sending our sons, our brothers, our husbands and
the women who aid them, from our homes o their shores to
commit murder en masse?

We have no altenatives. We must stop this terror. To-
gether, united, bound together by our grief, our love of
humanity and the potential for good, we can end this war.
But we must act. We cannot feel our fatigue nor heed our
doubits.

Today, tonight, I ask you to wrile your congressional
representatives one more time. This time demand that justice
come down on the heads of those who have the re-
sponsibility for Ben's murder. Write letters to the editor

(photo by Gregory Fox)

thanking the city council for continuing the Ann Arbor
Sister City Task Force. Make plans to visit Nicaragua so
you can see first hand the faces of the people we are killing,
and make up your mind for yourselves whether Nicaragua is
truly Ronald Reagan’s totalitarian dungeon.

I also ask you to join with the First Baptist Church of
Amn Arbor by contributing to a memorial fund in Ben Lin-
der's name. We have a sister church in a tiny town named
Nandasmo. A work group is going there in August, and we
want to take street lamps to this village of 3,000. So we
have begun the Benjamin Linder-Nandasmo Electrification
Project—continuing in his name, what he cannot finish.

Ben is not dead, you know. He lives in us as we strug-
gle—as he did—for justice, peace and light.

NOTE

it is evident from statements published by
the contras that the murder of Linder was
intended to frighten U.S. volunteers into leav-
ing Nicaragua. In response, TecNica, a group
that arranges work in Nicaragua for technical
volunteers, has launched a Ben Linder Volun-
teer Campaign to double the number of U.S.
delegations to Nicaragua this summer.

In addition, a memorial fund has been es-
tablished to support the rural development
project on which Ben was working at the time of
his death. Contributions should be sent to: Ben
Linder Memorial Fund, Portland CASC, P.O.
Box 6443, Portland, Oregon 97228.

In Ann Arbor, the Latin American Solidarity
Committee (LASC) has initiated a campaign for
a Benjamin Linder memorial. Call 665-8438.
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READERS WRITE

A Life Worth Living

Benjamin Linder,
1959-1987

On April 28, Benjamin Linder, a 27-year-
old mechanical engineer performing volunteer
humanitarian service as one of 1300 North
American “internationalists" in  Nicaragua,
was murdered by Contras in northemn Jinotega
Province. The assassination, sponsored by
the Reagan adminstration, occurred at 8 am as
Ben, an associate of the Nicaraguan Energy
Institute, was working on a concrete channel
to measure the water flow of a creek that
might be used for a small hydroelectric plant.

An autopsy reviewed by Ben's father, Dr.
David Linder, a retired pathologist from
Portland, reached the following conclusion:
First, Ben was immobilized by hand grenade
injuries to his arms and legs; shorly after,
he was executed by a gunshot wound to the
head from a distance of less than two feet.

Many details of Ben's life and activities
have not yet been disclosed, but the
information we have to date suggests that he
would resent being depicted as a martyr. It is
also likely that Ben would have felt strongly
that the Nicaraguans murdered along with him
—Sergio Femindez and Pablo Rosales—be
equally mourned and remembered, along wiih
the 16,000 Nicaraguans slain since the
Contra war began. | also suspect that he
would have felt uncomfortable with the
continual references in the U. S. press to his
fate as "tragic."

On the contrary, all the indications are
that Ben knew exactly what he was doing and
what was likely to happen to him in the
Nicaraguan war zome, only forty miles from
Contra headquarters in Honduras. In my judge-
ment, he deserves our admiration, not our
pity, for he was living his life to the fullest;
that is, in accord with his convictions and
and in solidarity with the human community.
What is "tragic" is that individuals of Ben's
quality, who seek to act systematically in the
interests of humanity, end up on the "hit
list" of their own government.

Indeed, if there is anything positive to be
gained from this disgraceful execution, it may
be that greater attention will be drawn to the
remarkable group of U.S. citizens who have
joined with Linder in secking to preserve and
extend the achievements of the Nicaraguan
revolution. By all accounts, Ben was not a
political "heavy,” although he was a founder
of the Seattle Chapter of the Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador
(CISPES) and at the age of 17 had been ar-
rested with 100 other people at a sit-in at the
Trojan nuclear power plant outside of
Portland. Ben seems 1o have primarily been
a decent person who happened to care, who
could see where simple injusiice was being
committed and who was willing to take sides.

One aspect of Ben's unique personality
can be secen in his love of entertaining
children. Ben began his association with the
Nicaraguan people as a clown and juggler in
the National Circus. He was also a devotee of
the unicycle. Only a few days after moving
to El Cua from Managua, Ben decided to pro-
mote a measles vaccination campaign for chil-
dren by wearing a clown outfit and riding his
unicycle through the town. By the end of his
ride he was leading hundreds of cheering,
laughing children to the health clinic
chanting, "Death to measles! Death to meas-
les!" This is why his April 30 funeral proces-
sion in Matagalpa, the capital of the region

By Alan Wald

where Ben worked, was led by a sad-faced
clown, and included jugglers and other clowns.

But Ben was also a very serious person.
When he returned to the United States to study
engineering at the University of Washington
in Seattle, it was not to initiate a career but to
learn skills that he could put to use on behalf
of the Nicaraguan people. Since 1983 he had
been working in a dangerous area of the war
zone lo bring electricity to the Cua Valley for
the first time.

Some reports have claimed that Ben, who
was well aware that he was a Contra target, was
armed with a rifle or pistol at the time of his
murder, although he had never received any mil-
itary training. If so, this is hardly to Ben's dis-
credit. Indeed, the fact that this warm-hearted
juggler, umicyclist, and clown, may have been
forced to spend his final days carrying a wea-
pon to defend himself and his Nicaraguan broth-
ers and sisters as they labored in the moun-
tains, only underscores the sickness of a world
in which the Oliver Norths hold power,

Ben was a member of New Jewish Agenda,
and Hebrew prayers were said at his funeral,
which was attended by Daniel Ortega, Rosario
Murillo, the Linder family, and thousands of
Nicaraguan friends. Yet it is no secret that the
Israeli state plays a despicable role on the side
of the “oppressors in Central America, South
Africa, and the Middle East. As is to be ex-
pected, Linder's murderers in the Reagan admini-
stration—such as Elliot Abrams—are enthu-
siastic defenders of Israeli policy.

Moreover, at the very moment of Ben's exe-
cution a trial was opening in France for Klaus
Barbie, "The Buicher of Lyon," who was saved
from punishment for his Nazi atrocities alfter
World War II by the U.S. govemment, which
wanted to collaborate with Barbie in "fighting
communism.” It is not unlikely that some ele-
ments in the Jewish community will use the e-
motions generated by the Barbie wial to in-
crease support for Isracli nationalism and ex-
pansionism. This approach is tantamount to
responding to one form of nationalism and
chauvinism by fomenting another. The im-
mediate result will be to worsen the sitation
of oppressed people in the Middle East, South
Alrica, and Central America. In the long run
the situation of people of Jewish origin will be
worse as well, especially if continued Israeli
aggression preciptales international war,

In this regard, the life of Ben Linder
presents an important alternative. Ben's choice
was 1o combat nationalism and chauvism not
with ils mior image but with internation-
alism. It is precisely his decision lo ally him-
self with the Nicaraguan people in their strug-
gle for independence and economic justice that
poinis the way toward a world of social justice--
and social justice is the absolute prerequisite
for international peace.

Not all of us have the talents, personal forti-
tude, and courage of Ben Linder. But I think
Ben would never "guilt trip" us for this; he
would have been happy for us each to do what
we can in our own ways. Moreover, our moti-
vation for following Ben's example should not
be from a sense of charity or self-righte-
ousness; I believe it is in our own self-interest
to live a full life, as Ben did, in accord with
our principles and at one with humanity. Ben
only lived twenty-seven years--but it was a
iife truly worth living.
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commumty STRU9ILE

AN EVENING OF
POLITICAL PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY
JUNE 14

8:00 p.m.
TRUEBLOOD THEATRE

$5.00
FINLAND STATION

WORKERS' CONCEPT THEATRE
“ROGER AND ME" BY MICHAEL MOORE
WORKERS' LIVES/WORKERS' STORIES

This performance is part of Imaginaction |l, a three-day program on Artists and Community
Struggle, presented by the Michigan Chapter of the Alliance for Cultural Democracy, June
13, 14, and 15, at the Frieze Building, State and Huron Streets, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Full conference fee is $25. including three days of seminars, discussion, and cultural
presentations. free admission to the Saturday night performance, and three meals. Or, pay
a partial fee and attend part of the conference.

FREE HOUSING for out-of-lowners, child care, and sign language interpreters will be available.
The Frieze Building is handicap accessible. Please register in advance, especially if you need
housing: Michigan ACD, 712 W. Huron, Ann Arbor, M| 48103 313-761-2370
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Theatre Grottesco's "Fortune”
Confusing Cookie

by June Loffler

The Performance Network has once again
brought challenging alternative theatre 1o
the community. Theatre Grottesco, an inter-
national company of performers, has been
touring in the United States and the Western
World for the past three years. Their work
draws upon many traditions, including com-
media dell'arte, Greek tragedy, European ex-
pressionism, dance theare and performance
art. "Fortune" is their first full company
production created entirely in the United
States, and is the first specifically about
America. They brough the play 10 Ann Ar-
bor in late April.

Watching "Fortune,” it is the images, cre-
ated by Theare Grottesco’s understanding of
the physicality of the stage, that stick. The
narrative, however, is never as compelling
as these images.

Poles and platters arc through the air and
meet in a rhythmic clatter, while the per-
formers, their faces blank, work to establish
the complex machinery of a fortune cookie
factory with these simplest of elements.

A table, covered with a white tablecloth,
is moved from place to place on the stage,
creating with each space a new and different
setting. And the actors work with such pre-
cision timing that the movement of the table
is as much a part of the scene as the dialogue
it splits up and separates.

Dark red wine is poured into a glass,
overflowing onto the white tablecloth, ac-
centing and illuminating the triangle created
between the impoverished young man who
writes fortunes and the young husband and
wife that help produce the fortune cookies.

And the masks, oversized and white, with
their lumps and angles, are so effectively
used by Theatre Grottesco's performers to
find and build a series of characters—lovers,
loners, parent and child—each in wmm touch-

ed by the messages of the fortune cookies.

The images in "Fortune” are sometimes fun-
ny, sometimes moving, and often simply en-
trancing, but if you find them difficult to follow
in terms of story or narrative, youre not alone.

The audience watches the small factory be-
come enormously successful after it hires a new
writer of fortunes. This success alters the rela-
tionship between the workers and boss, Mr.
Vincent; and between the fortune writer, Merik,
and Mr. Vincent.

Mr. Vincent's rising greed is depicted in a
wonderful scene drawn direcily from commedia.
Mr. Vincent, in mask, enters carrying a jing-
ling purse, then counts the money and dis-
covers a coin missing. His mounting hysteria
as he searches for the coin is both comic and
revealing, and is wonderfully played by John
Flax. Merik finds the coin, which informs the
action in the scéne that follows, in which
Merik asks for a 50% share in the profits.

In the most confusing sequence, Mr. Vincent
is in the hospital with a heart attack (the result
of his greed), where he is visited by the work-
ers. After the other workers leave, the young
husband stays 1o give the boss a gift.

The gift is a fortune cookie that opens to
reveal a thin red ribbon, which he hands to the
boss. The boss, continues to pull out the rib-
bon, to the sound of a beeping heart machine,
as the light slowly fades on the scene. The next
scene is the young husband's funeral. It is a
beautiful and intriguning image, the boss pulling
the life's blood from the young worker—but
nothing in the rest of the play supports the
power of that image.

These powerful images don't ultimately
create a narmrative cohesive enough to suppont
the ideas the play suggests. But the images
make for an entertaining evening of theatre, the-
atre that is significantly different from that gen-
erally available 1o Ann Arbor audiences.

Charlie King is Coming
to Town

by Jeff Alson

Topical singer/songwriter Charlie King is
one of those fortunate individuals who makes
a living doing something that he not only
enjoys, but that helps make the world a
better place. King will be performing at the
Ark June 21 to raise money for HAP-NICA
and A2ZMISTAD. The concert promises to be
both fun and relevant.

While King's repertoire runs the gamul
from songs with serious messages to hilari-
ous parodies, his greatest talent lies in his a-
bility to tell true stories that not only touch
the heart but the social conscience as well.
Two of his most famous songs are "Accept-
able Risks," about the use of military person-
nel as guniea pigs, and "Two Good Arms,"
the story of Sacco and Vanzeui recorded by
Holly Near and Ronnie Gilbert on their Life-
line album.

The goal of King's music is to energize

Hey
Send us your fun stuff:

or any arts related
Help us develop a

real alternative to other
arts and entertainment sections!

audiences through aliernative ways of analyzing
our lives and the world. Despite the complex
problems we all face, King constantly reminds
us that individuals can, in fact, make a dif-
ference. "Our life is more than our work, and
our work is more than our job" is not only one
of his refrains, but characterizes his career as
well. King uses his concerts as fundraising
ools for grass-roots cilizens groups; he has pre-
viously played in Ann Arbor for groups as di-
verse as AZMISTAD, the Ecology Center, and
the Ann Arbor Alliance.

Because he is not a "big name,” word of
mouth is the primary way to introduce people
to Charlies music. I always guarantee my
friends that they will have a great time at his
concerts, and I haven't lost any f[riends yet! So
please come to the Ark for a night of great
music and good politics—and bring a friend!
(sce CALENDAR for details).

You!

any two dimensional art
matter is acceptable.




Secret History

Anarchy and Death in Chicago

A crowd of demonstrators have gathered at
a public park in Chicago to listen to revo-
lutionary speeches and to protest for better
conditions for workers. Although the rhetoric
is fiery, the demonstration is peaceful. The ral-
ly is attended by many local dignitaries, in-
cluding the Democratic Mayor of Chicago. As
the Mayor leaves the rally, he directs the po-
lice to allow the rally to proceed to its con-
clusion peacefully. Soon after the mayor
leaves, however, a group of more than 200
policemen, acting apparently without orders
from higher authority, gather and confront the
crowd, demanding that it disperse immedi-
ately. As the speakers are leaving the podium
to remonstrate with the police, a bomb is
thrown into the police lines. More than sev-
enty police are injured, and one is killed. The
police open fire on the fleeing crowd. When
it is over, the streets run red with blood. Hun-
dreds of demonstrators lie dead or severely
wounded in the square.

Is this a scene from 19687 19707 No, this
was Chicago on May 4 of 1886, one hundred
and one years ago. Like the other famous kill-
ing of demonstrators on May 4, 1970 at Kent
State University, the Haymarket Square mas-
sacre shocked the conscience of America and
helped to shape the future history of the Uni-
ted States. An understanding of the incident is
critical in understanding the impact of the radi-
cal movement in the United States one hun-
dred years ago.

At this time (c. 1886), anarchists in the
United States were in the forefront of a mili-

by Henry E. Hardy
Atigntion ‘WWorkingmen!
MASS-MEETING

TO-NIGHT, at 7.30 o'clock,
BAYIARKET, Randeiph 5, Bot Despiines and alstod

Dood Bpeakers will be pressat ls descuncs the latest
wirockons set of Ihe polien. the sbooling of sur

 Wakingmes Aru Yoornses ool Appost o Fol Foca

THE EERCOUTIVE OOMMITTER,

dytung, Arbeiter!
maﬁcu-&&mmlung

Hente Abend, 'S Wb, af bem
Deumarlt, 3 v stz

- Quie Rrburr merhen ben orufirs Sduiirafirid ber Bolipi
b e gefbers Madumitiag sjerr Bribe rridel. il

W Nebelier, bemafact @ad s rrfdeist mefehelt]
Tub GprentGrmite

Announcement of Haymarket meeting

tant labor movement in the United States in
favor of the establishment of an eight hour
work day. Both strikes and unions were il-
legal at this time in the United States.

The Intemational Working Peoples Party
(IWPA) had been founded in 1872 after the
split in the Communist Internationale
between Marx and Bakunin. The IWPA was
the "black," or anarchist, anti-authoritarian

" wing of the international socialist move-

ment. With the inspiration of many German
Socialists who had fled from Bismarck's bru-
tal political purge of 1873, the IWPA form-
ed local working people's associations throu-
ghout the United States. The IWPA was one
of the wellsprings of the union movement
in the United States.

At this time, the right of the people 10
organize armed militias was still secured by
the Second Amendment of the US Consti-
tution. The anarchists organized popular arm-
ed miljtias in Chicago, Detroit, Cincinatt,
St. Louis, Omaha, Newark, New York, San
Francisco, Denver and other cities.

In 1884, the Federation of Organized
Trades and Labor Unions passed by a nearly
unanimous vote a resolution mandating that
eight hours would constitute a legal day's
work from May 1, 1886 onward. Another
union, the Knights of Labor, added an eight
hour plank to its constitution in that same
year. During the period spanning 1884 to
1886, the eight hour movement experienced
growing support in liberal circles and mod-
erate labor organizations, and was subjected
to increasing repression by employers and
the state. In 1885, the Metalworkers Union
also formed a paramilitary arm, due to the
brutal suppression of a strike at the Mec-
Commick Harvester (now "Navistar”) plant.

On Janvary 4, 1886, the Supreme Court
of the United States ruled that the U.S.
Constitution did not include the right of the

(see HAYMARKET, page 23)

Culture Shock

Back in the US.A. with no money and no
honey. But no sweat, | have enough friends who
have jobs and apartments, and they are generous
to a fault. | am lucky to have friends. | wonder a-
bout those Americans who don't have any friends,
any body at all to help them out when they are
wandering stark-eyed insane through the Mission
or begging numbly on Market Street. Did they used
to have friends or relatives, people whose patience
and resources have been entirely used up now? Or
is it that the Government, the former ally of these
miserables, by cutting off their Welfare and turing
them out of the mental hospitals, has removed the
only thing that ever passed as friendship for these
poor people?

1

| flew from the Far East into LA, late February
1987. Los Angeles can be a cold place, and this
time around, it was so with a vengeance. | was not
able to contact anyone | knew in town, so | decided
to hitch immediately to San Francisco. | took an
RTD bus to Canoga Park, and while waiting for a
bus to Thousand Oaks, the freezing rain turned to
snow. | briefly thought of the guys living in card-
board shacks downtown near Union Station. Then
my bus came to carry me even deeper into the land
of walled apartment complexes and shopping malls
thatis the San Fernanndo Valley.

My first 24 hours back in the States, | saw four
people who were so overweight they literally be-
lenged in a circus or a hospital. One was a truck dri-
ver who picked me up in Santa Barbara. He was ea-
sily over 300 pounds, and fat just poured out from
every part of his body. In King City, he offered me
$10 if | would let him perform fellatio on me. When |
declined, he was taken aback. After a long silence,
he said, "Well, no hard fellings, eh?"

"Not at all,” | replied. He put his truck into gear
and we were off again. He told me that he was sur-
prised at me; most hitchhikers solicited him. Later
he gave me $10 for being “so understanding.”

It took five rides to get from Thousand Qaks to
the Vermont St. exit on US-101 in San Francisco.
They all had plenty of disposable income, or at
least a generous amount of credit.

]
My first few days back in the U.S., | spent a lot
of my time standing on street comers, gaping at
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Americans and all their accessories. Lots of greal-
looking cars: new Audis, shiny old Chevys, and
the occasional Jag. Neon-lit dinnerspots with
steak and potatoes for $7.95 (sales tax extra).
Everything seemed to be bursting with energy.
Maybe a better word might be impatience. Go,
go, go!

| walked down to the Financial District. |
passed a guy in a leather jacket at Powell and
Market. He was playing chiess for money with
passers-by. Ten-minute games, or longer ones, it
they wanted. He had a cushion to keep his rear

end warm and a queue of willing opponents. |
made a note of him and wenton.

Down in the canyons of finance, the frenzy is
at its most intense. Managers, cops and bike
messengers all race by in a terrible blur, It never
looked this way to me before | went abroad. Has it
changed, or have |7 | can't say.

The only ones who aren't racing around like
sharks are the guys with the signs. There are de-
finitely a lot more of them now. HOMELESS AND
JOBLESS. PLEASE HELP. They are on almost

(see SHOCK, page 23)
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Michi
Theater

603 East Liberty, Ann Arbor

JUNE MOVIES

M. 1—Working Girls, 8:00
T. 2—The Mosquito Coast, 7,30, 9:45
W. 3—The Long Goodbye, 7:30
—The Big Sleep, 9:45
T.4—The Fly, 7:30, 9:30
F.5—The Killing (1957), 7:30
—Dr. Strangelove, 9:15
S. 6—Home of the Brave (Laurie
Anderson), 7:00, 9:00, 11:00
S. 7—No Film
M. 8—The Official Story, 8:00
T. 9—Liquid Sky, 7:30, 9:45
W. 10—Dirty Harry, 7:30
—Kiss Me Deadly, 9:25
T. 11—Twist and Shout, 7:30, 9:15
F. 12—2001: A Space Odyssey, 7:00
—2010: Odyssey Two, 9:45
S. 13—Round Midnight, 7:00, 9:30,
12.00
*S. 14—The Best of Wamer Brothers'
Cartoons, 5:30
—More of the Best of Wamner
Brothers' Cartoons, 7:15
M. 15—Dim Sum: A Little Bit
of Heart, 8:00
T. 16—The Magic Flute, 7:00, 9:30
W. 17—The Maltese Falcon (1941), 7:30
—Chinatown, 9:30 |
T. 18—To Kill a Mockingbird, 7:00, 9:30 |
F. 19—Barry Lyndon, 7:00 |
—Clockwork Orange, 10:25 |
S. 20—Little Shop of Horrors (19886), |
7:00,9:00, 11:00 |
|
|
|

S. 21—This Time for Keeps, 6:30
—Somewhere in Time, 8:30
M. 22—Marie: A True Story, 8:00
T. 23—The Name of the Rose, 7:30, 9:10
W. 24—Spellbound, 7:30
—Blood Simple, 9:45
T. 25—Waiting for the Moon, 7:30, 9:30
F. 26—No Film
S. 27—The Three Musketeers, 8:00
S. 28—A Midsummer Night's Dream

(1935), 5:30
M. 29—Say Amen , 8:00

T. 30—The Bestof W.C. Fields, 7:45
—A Night at the Opera, 9:00
W. 1—Aikido Demonstration
T. 2—The Color Purple, 8:00
F. 3—PeeWee's Big Adventure,
7:30,9:15
S. 4-Brazil, 7:00, 9:30, 12:00

|
|
|
I
—Romeo and Juliet (1968), 7:45 :
|
!

ADMISSION PRICES

General Admission $3.50
students and senior citizens $2.75
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FREE
SMALL
POPCORN

(with this coupon)

MICHIGAN THEATER
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L-----------

'




10—AGENDA—JUNE 1987
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their missiles are liquid fueled and
none of ours are, which is quile
an advantage. The reason is that
we abandoned this technology 20
years ago since it was worthless,
dangerous and unreliable. It didn't
go on to say that the Russians
have an ominous advaniage over
us in horse-drawn artillery, but I
presume that that's also correct;
well, maybe even with soldiers
without shoes, I presume too.

The recent developments that
have taken place are very
ominous. They really are
frightening in many respects. For
example, the Pershing Il missiles
in West Germany have a few
minutes flight time to Russian
targets. Cruise missiles are now
all over the world, in the seas, on
land and in the air. They are
theoretically undetectable or will
be with stealth technology. The
MX missile, according to the Air
Force Chief of Staff Lewis Allen,
has what he calls a counterforce
first-strike capability; the same is
true of the Trident II missiles on
submarines.

Now, the effect of all of this
is well understood and has been
pointed out by many people—for
example, former Secretary of
Defense MacNamara—the effect is
to compel the Soviet Union te
adopt a computerized response
strategy, a "launch on warning"
strategy, which of course
increases significantly the danger
of war. It means that war can
break out by error or inadvertance
or technical failure or
misassessment of rising inter-
national tension because there
isn't any time for human
mtervention.

Now we know that we also
have such systems but fortunately
don't rely on them. The systems
have repeatedly failed and human
intervention has  aborted a
programmed nuclear response.
Russian systems are undoubtedly
going to be far worse than ours
and they are going to fail all over
the place (because their computer
systems are much more inefficient
and degraded). All of this means
that what we are doing is with
conscious awarcness very
significantly increasing the
danger to us, that is, increasing
the danger that we will be
destroyed. And actually it would
be difficult to imagine actions
that we could undertake that would
so endanger our own securily as
these latest developments.

The Russians typically lag
behind us in technology by
approximately two lo five years
which means that in a couple of
years they will duplicate what
were now doing, driving us to a
comparable strategy which again
is going to escalate the risk of
nuclear war. The so-called Star
Wars Program (even research on
1) again cscalates the threat 1o
us; this is iis most obvious
effect. No serious person believes
that the Star Wars system will
ever come near lo blocking a first
sinke (or at least nobody will
ever know whether it works until
i's tried). Anybody who's ever

The Big Picture

played with a computer knows
that it's going to fail, but the
question is  what  people’s
expectations will be. It might
carry with it the expectation that
it could block a second-strike, a
retaliatory strike. But that means
it's a first-strike weapon.
Nevertheless we are certainly
going to proceed with it.

The debates that go on are
generally between iwo positions.
There's a technical debate that's
going on about how well Star
Wars is going to work, and you
know the outcome of that debate
before il's [inished; basically
nobody knows. And there are
some who say, "Well, if we're
smart enough we can overcome
this and that Soviet lechnique to
outfox it." And then there are
others who say "No" because they
can think up some other trick,
I's wuncertain. It really is
uncertain. And when you're
uncertain what you do is "try." So
therefore, we're going to fry.
Those who are taking part in the
debate are in fact contributing to
that outcome, whether they're for
it or against it.

Well, what are the reasons for
what appears 1o be a kind of

. inexorable drift toward escalation

of the threat of war and probable
nuclear destruction? And what are
the reasons for the almost total
irrelevance of public opinion or
of international willingness 1o
terminate the madness? What are
the reasons for that? That's worth
thinking about, and that's what I
want to talk about.

A monolithic and
ruthless conspiracy

There is a  conventional
answer to this. We know the con-
ventional answer. The conven-
tional answer is that we have to
defend ourselves against what the
president called a "monelithic and
ruthless conspiracy” to block our
benevolent  intentions  throughout
the world and to conquer the
world. Actually, I'm quoting John
F. Kennedy at the time when he
launched the current phase of the
arms race (with the huge buildup
of nuclear weapons in the early
sixties). And Kennedy's "mono-
lithic and ruthless con-spiracy”
(which is supposed to be the
source of all the wouble in the
world according to Kennedy) has
recently been renamed the “Evil
Empire” by Ronald Reagan, who's
policy has incidentally wvery
closely resembled Kennedy's,
exactly as he says (much 10 the
discomfiture of Democrats) and
that also tells us something
interesting about the spectrum of
American politics.

Well, what about the
conventional answer, you know,
“the monolithic and ruthless

Well, what are the reasons for
what appears to be a kind of
inexorable drift toward
escalation of the threat of war
and probable nuclear
destruction? And what are the
reasons for the almost total
irrelevance of public opinion or
of international willingness to
terminate the madness?

What are the reasons for that?
That's worth thinking about, and
that's what | want to talk about.

conspiracy” and  "the  Ewil
Empire" or whatever the mnext
person says? The first obser-
vation to make about the
conventional answer is that it is
very uninformative, in  sort of
the technical sense. In the
technical sense of information
theory it carries zero information.
The reason is that it is totally
predictable. That is, every action
of every state is explained on the
basis of defensive need. Therefore
we leam nothing from the fact
that these actions of this state are
interpreted that way.

For example, when Hitler took
over the Sudetenland or attacked
Poland, if you look back, you'll
notice that those actions were
justified in terms of “the need for
self-defense.” It was necessary for
Germany 1o defend itself against
"Polish aggressiveness” or
against "Czech terror” or against
Germans and so on and therefore
[they say]l: "What do we dao?
Everyone's relusing peace. We are
compelled to do this."

Incidentally,  Hitler  scems
rather sane by the standards of
senatorial  "doves” like Paul
Tsongas or Christopher Dodd, (1
won't talk about Dave
Durenburger), but  these people
who say that Nicaragua is such a
threat to us that if they obtain
weapons lo defend themselves
against our attack, we must
therefore bomb them. That's the
posilion of the senatorial
"doves," and by those standards
Hitler is in fact rather sane
because if Nicaragua is a threal to
us then undoubtedly Czech-
oslovakia was a threat 1o
Germany: in fact, a far greater
threat.

If you want to evaluate the

defensive rhetoric of some state,
(since the defensive rhetoric itself
carries no  information), what
you've got to do is look at the
historical record. You have to see
if they were in fact defending
themselves and that's what we've
got to ask about ourselves. Have
we indeed been involved in any
form of defense over the past
years? That's what 1 want to talk
about. There's no time lo give a
detailed account but I'm going to
try o mention some salient
points which bear on this.

Let's begin

with World War |

Let's begin with World War II.
After World War II the United
States was in a position of global
dominance that probably had no
parallel in human history; at least
it's hard 1w think of one. This
dominance showed up in two
dimensions: first, in the eco-
nomic dimension, and second, in
the sirategic and military
dimension. As far as the
cconomic  dimension IS concemn-
ed, at that ime the United States
had about 50% of the world's
wealth and it was producing
abour 50% of the world’s
production, and as far as 1 know
there has never been a moment
like that in history.

Now that was understood. It
was very well undersiood and
American - planners wied 1o
formulate policies based on that
fact, This is a very open society,
and therefore we can find out what
they were planning. The
documents are cvailable and they
are rather revealing. It's an open
society but that doesnt seem to
malter much because nobody

looks at the facts, but let's look
at them. I should say,
incidentally, that if you look at
the planning record, the
documentary record, it was preity
well set in the mid-forties, and
nothing has changed very much
since. What has happened since
is the application of the same
essentially invariant, geopolitical
conceplion 1o various  situations.
But the basic framework of
thinking was developed quite
expressly and quite lucidly in the
mid-forties, and there’s a good
documentary record on it, and
then it's been applied (somelimes
successfully, sometimes not), but
it's been consistently applied.

Some of the best accounts of
this were presented by George
Kennan, who is one of the most
thoughtful and lucid of American
planners. Let me stress that he is
on the "doveish,” humane side of
the spectrum of planning, which
also makes what he said quite
interesting. And he was head of
the State Department Planning
Staff in the late 1940s, and in
that position he wrote a series of
planning statements which are
called Policy Planning Study-such-
and-such. One of these, PPS
23—Feb.1948, gives an extreme-
ly precise and the most lucid
account of posl-war American
forcign policy that I have ever
seen. It runs approximately like
this: Kennan says we have 50%
of the world's wealth, and that
disparity creates envy and resent-
ment  elsewhere. The primary
purpose of our foreign policy, he
said, must be to maintain this
disparity. Now he proceeds to say
that "we must abandon vague and
unrealistic ideas such as demo-
cratization, raising of the living
standards, and human rights, We
must recognize that lo maintain
the disparity we're going to have
to use forcelul measures, and the
less we arc hampered by idealistic
slogans the better.” That's the
message and it's correct, accurate
and pointed.

The Grand Area

This message grows out of a
geopolitical [ramework that in
fact had already been formulated
quite elaborately in earlier years.
During the early 1940s—in fact
from 1939 10 1945—American
planners met extensively 1o deal
with what they knew was going
to emerge from the war, namely a
position of substantial American
global dominance. There was very
little doubt by the ecarly 1940's
that the United States was going
o emerge in a world dominant
position. The reasons were pretty
obvious. The United  States
entered the war with by far the
largest and most  powerful
indusirial economy in the world.
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Every rival was being either
destroyed or severely damaged
while the U.S. gained enormously
from the war. Since the "United
States was not attacked and the
government was able to control a
command economy effectively,
American  industrial  production
grew by leaps and bounds, by
probably three or four times
during the war.

Obviously we were going to
emerge in a dominant position.
Planners were aware of this—
they're not stupid, in fact they are
highly  class conscious in the
United States, and always have
been—and they met to deal with
the issue. The most interesting of
these programs that I know of
was what was called the War-
Peace Swdies Program. It was
organized by the Council on
Forcign Relations (which is the
major business input into foreign
policy planning and it included
all the top planners in the State
Department). They met for six
years to plan out the post-war
world and developed a certain
concept which they called "The
Grand Area.”

"The Grand Area” was regarded
as what one of them called "an
area strategically necessary for
world control.” It was an area that
had to be subordinated to the
needs of the American economy.
And then they did a careful
geopolitical analysis. It turned
out that the Grand Area had to
include:  obviously all  the
Western Hemisphere, the Far
East—the former British empire
which we were then in the
process of dismantling and taking
over (that's what's called "anti-
imperialism" in American
historical writing}—and certainly
the oil-producing regions in the
Middle East, and by 1943 it was
obvious at least Western Europe.
And in fact that's the minimum
part of the Grand Area (the
maximum would be everything if
we can get it). That's the area
strategically necessary for world
control, and as Kennan explained,
that area has to be subordinated
to our needs. In that arca we have
to act forcefully without regard
for "vague and unrealistic slogans
like human . nghts,
democratization and raising the
living standards"; not hampered
by such conceptions, because it's
going to take forceful means 1o
maintain the disparity.

Remember that's the message
from the liberal, humane side of
the spectrum. Kennan was in fact
thrown out of the Siate Depart-
ment a couple years later because
he was considered too soft, and
harder-line  people came in.
Incidentally,  that  geopolitical
con-cept was developed by
Kennan specifically with regard
to the Far East but the United
States is a global power so its
policies are applied everywhere.
And Kennan himself explained
how that policy applied to Latin
America in a 1950 briefing for
Latin  American  ambassadors,
where he explained to them that
one of the main concems of our
foreign policy must be what he
called, "protection of our raw

materials."
Notice "our" raw materials; no
mincing of words there.

And who do we have to
protect our raw materials against
in Latin America? Well, as you
know, there arent any Russians
around. We have lo protect our
raw materials from the indigenous
population who might ty 1o
carry out moves that would
threaten  the  disparity.  For
example, they might begin to use
their resources for their own
purposes in which case they
would be stealing from us because
they're "our" resources, so we
have to protect their resources
from them. And how do we
protect them? Well, he explained,
the final answer might be an
unpleasant one but we should not
hesitate  before  using  police
repression by the government. He
said a liberal government that
allows the communists 1o
function is more dangerous than a
harsh and brutal government that
blocks them. And he said that it's
not shameful to repress the
communists because they're
essentially traitors.

Who are the communists?
Well in fact a good operational
definition of that notion had been
given in a State Department
Intelligence Report about a year
earlier which wamed of a grim
and dangerous doctrine that was
spreading over much of the world,
in  particular the  Westem
Hemisphere; namely the belief
that the government should have
a concern for the welfare of the
population. Anybody who holds
on to that belief automatically
becomes a communist, that's the
definition.

That concept has  been
elaborated in other studies. For
example, the important study of
the Widrow Wilson Foundation
and National Planning Associa-
tion in 1955, directed by well
known Harvard political scientist
William Randall Elliot, in which
they said the primary threat of
the communist powers is that
they are undergoing an economic
transformation which makes them
unable to  complement the
industrial societies of the West.
That is, they are proceeding in a
direction which threatens the
disparity, They are going to use
their resources for their own
purposes and obviously that's
intolerable and anyone who does
that is a communist no matter
what their beliefs are.

The freedom to rob

This  geopolitical conception
remains fixed and it explains why
the U.S. has been so hostile to
democratization, raising the
living standards and human
rights, as we are in fact. Because
any move of that sort in any
country is probably going to be
associated with limitations on the
fundamental freedom, namely the
freedom to rob and that's the only
one we really care about. The
freedom to rob has 1w be
maintained, everything else s
just rhetoric. And countries that
move toward democratization tend
to be concemed about their own

population, this dangerous
doctrine about the concern for the
welfare of one's own population
that will increase with all the
problems that are associated with
it.

One can leamn quite a lot about
post-war history if you understand
this doctrine of the world's most
powerful country, which was quite
clearly and explicitly articulated,
no mincing words about it. It's of
course  suppressed in the
historical record, so if you