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The Critics* Hail the Recording of 

"ROME© and JULIET" 
by 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

SERGE KOUSSEVITZKY 
CONDUCTOR 

Scribner's (Sept.): — "The Boston Symphony Orchestra's recording of Tchaikov
sky's 'Romeo and Juliet ' is as electrifying an achievement as other tr iumphs of 
Higher Fidelity in Symphony Hall would lead you to expect. . . ." 

MOSES SMITH, Boston Transcript, Sept. 14: — " T h e performance of the Tchaikov
sky Overture-Fantasy, 'Romeo and Juliet* (Victor Set M-347; three twelve-inch 
records), prompted the record reviewer of the Manchester Guardian (a presumably 
unprejudiced source) to say that 'for sheer brilliance and resonance of tone the 
Boston players have no equals.' It is an exciting presentation, and the mechanical 
recording is similarly brilliant." 

COMPTON PAKENHAM, record editor of New York Times, Aug. 1: —"This album 
is particularly for those who felt the bite of Koussevitzky's recent set of Tchaikov
sky's Fourth Symphony. T h e passage describing the strife of the Montagues and 
Capulets is given a magnificent sting. One can feel the venom of the contending 
parties, visualize the shifting brawl, and almost see the flash of steel on steel." 

JEROME D. BOHM, New York Herald-Tribune, Aug. 8: — " T h e performance 
leaves little to be desired from the tonal aspect and the conductor has exercised 
uncommon restraint in his treatment of the music." 

THOMAS ARCHER, Montreal Gazette, July 31 :—"The work seems to glow and 
throb with youthful passion and tenderness. This may be said in particular of 
the wonderful cantilena theme obviously representing the lovers and which is 
treated as the Boston Symphony Orchestra would treat it, namely with a surpass
ing sense of lyrical romance. T h e climaxes are tremendous." 

JAY WALZ, Washington (D.C.) Post, Aug. 8: — "Victor says the performance 
turned in by Serge Koussevitzky and the Boston Symphony makes Album M-347 
the peer of all 'Romeo and Juliets' in the catalogue. I would not be one to dis
pute that claim. . . . Any who sit down and wait for a better 'Romeo and Juliet ' 
are just wasting time." 

•Coincident with the surge of popularity of phonograph records, magazines and 
newspapers are today establishing special reviewers for recordings. 
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