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Your year 'round fun 
source 

·Theme Party Supplies 
·Host-a-Murder Games 
·Costume Rentals 
·Makeup and Accessories 

305 S. Main • 665-2680 

Take advantage of 
you are age 55 or 
checking accounts and 

FREE basic checking account 
FREE personalized, standard 
FREE 3" x 5" Safe Deposit 

a larger box). 
FREE Traveler's Checks 
FREE Money Orders and 
FREE ATM card with 

in the United 
FREE I year subscription to the Independent Times. 

• • • • • • 

Direct Deposit of Social Security Payments Available. 
You probably don't look your age, so 

be sure to mention to the 
customer service representative that you qualify! 

Located on the corner of S. Fifth Ave and 
E. Washington Street - 1 block from City Hall 

~Rusell's 
Women's Apparel 

brings you high quality, 
moderate prices and friendly, 

personal service. 
Your favorite fashion labels in 

Petites and Misses sizes. 

1916 W. Stadium Blvd • 665-7474 
M -F 9:30-6:00 • Sat. 9:30-5:00 

20% Birthday Discount 
10% Senior Discount (65+) 

Personalized customer 
service without 

calling an 800 number 

Bfnk 
OF ANN ARBOR 

734/662-1600 
125 South Fifth Avenue, Ann Arbor, MI 48107 

info@bankofannarbor.com 
Member FDIC • Ample Free Parking 



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF ANN ARBOR CIVIC THEATRE 

Welcome! I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the Civic Playhouse 
for another season of outstanding classic favorite plays and musicals. All eight of our regular 
productions have at last found their way home to our own Playhouse this year. and we couldn't 
be more excited/ 

We're in the process of sprucing up the theatre with new seats (thanks to our Chair 
Campaign donors!), a new look for our exterior (keep your eyes open for exciting design 
changes!), and a few other surprises. 

For the past two seasons, AAO has presented more award-winning productions than any 
other theatre in the Ann Arbor area, with audience and critical raves alike. This season promises 
no Jess. We're proud to present: the classic plays On Golden Pond and Romeo and Juliet; the 
locally written Off-Broadway produced musical The Snow Queen; the sublime drama of The Trip 
to Bountiful and The Rainmaker; the hilarious one-liners of Neil Simons Rumors; the Pulitzer-Prize 
winning musical How To Succeed in Business Without Really Trying; and the time-honored heart
tugging The Sound of Music. This promises to be a season of favorites long to come. 

Enjoy your evening at AACT. I thank you for joining us in celebrating productions that local 
critics have hailed as "eye-popping and perky", "magical", "magnificent", and "cant be topped." 
That was last season. There:S more to come! Its no wonder that the single most common phrase 
heard around the box office this year has been Tm coming back to Ann Arbor Civic Theatre." 
Welcome home. As usual, if you enjoy the show, please tell your friends. 

Ronald P Baumanis 
President. AAO Board of Directors 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ornamental Horticulture and 
Residential Landscape Design 

2781 Scio Church Road 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103 

734 665-8733 or 734 665-TREE 



Supporting the Community 
from the Heart of 

Ann Arbor 

~~ 
OOBSON-M COMBER AGENCY, INC. 

741-0044 

Music composed by men in wigs, 
tights, and puffy shirts. 

Not that there's anything wrong with that 

Join us for Maestro Wong's exciting final season 
as Music Director! 

Beethoven Festival Part I Sep 19 
Beethoven Festival Part II Oct 3 
Dvorak and Friends Nov 7 
Unfinished Masterpieces Jan 30 
Heroes and Antiheroes Mar 27 
Season Finale Apr 17 

Call (734) 994-480 I for tickers or information 



·-

Does your voice 
ever fail you? 
Is your voice 

important 
to you? 

Cke~ea 
:Jfower 
Skop 

203 E. Liberty Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48108 

Phone: 734/662-5616 

.. .if so, consider a trip to the 

Multi-disciplinary Voice Care Clinic at the 

University of Michigan Vocal Health Center. 

Tailored speaking and singing voice care is 

provided by a Laryngologist, Speech Pathologist, 

and Voice Training Specialist 

For more information or to schedule an 

appointment, call the Vocalllealth Center 

at 734/432-7666 in Livonia, Michigan 

Keeping you in good voice 

the 
best seats 

in the house 

workbench 
furniture 

Ann Arbor 410 N. 4th Avenue 734-668-4688 
Birmingham 34953 Woodward Avenue 248-540-3577 
Rochester Hills 1260 Walton Boulevard 248-656-5050 

Novi 26056 lngersol Drive 248-349-8800 

OPEN SUNDAYS 



mr-11n Jay 
STREET K- Williams 

m ,.., TORS (734) 663-5544 ..... 

Quality Care for Your Fine Automobile 

1998-1999 SEASON -w-orth Main Street Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 

A Honey P<>t of Pooh Stories The Firebird •••••••••••••••••••••• 
(for og~s 3-8) September lS-26 (for grades K-5) February 19-21 

•The Cricket In Times 
Square 
(fot rrodes K-S) November 20-22 

Owl's Winter 
((or C1feS 3..8) january 29-30 

Frog and Toad 
(for ages 3-8) April 23-24 

*Brothers of the Heart 
((orgrades3-8)May 12-16 

"'Prodoxed lncollabontlon..W.~FordMurs....,..aGr~~ 

All performances at Towsley Auditorium Washtenaw Community College 
For more information on times, prices and reser-vations call 

(7J4) 995·05JO 
WILD SWAN THEATER 

ARTISTIC, AffORDABlE. ACCESSI8LE 

''EASILY 
THE BEST 

NPRSERVICE 
IN THE STATE'' 

-The Detroit Free Press 

For lively and informative news and talk programs from National Public Radio, tune to 91.7 FM. 

• Morning Edition -weekdays 5 -9 am • All Things Considered- weekdays 4- 6:30 pm 

Michigan Radio ... your source for NPR news. 

MICHIGAN RADIO ,,,,,,, •••....... 
WUOM91.7 FM 

Public Radio from the University of Michigan 
www.michiganradio.umich.edu 



• • • • • • • • • • • • THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The Board of Directors would like to thank the many individuals and business donors whose gifts 
ensure the financial success of the Ann Arbor Civic Theatre. Each year, ticket revenue covers only a portion 
of the Civic Theatres operating costs. Generous contributions from dedicated patrons help maintain the 
wonderful Playhouse on Platt road and support an artistic program of high quality theatrical productions. 
The following gifts were received between September I, 1997 and August 31, I 998. Gifts received after 
this date will be acknowledged in next seasons program. We regret any errors or omissions and would 
appreciate corrections. Call (734) 971-0605. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Ron Baumanis .. ........ President Jim Lynn . Vice President 

Chris Olson .......... .Treasurer Cheryl Berteel .Secretary 

Elke Farris. Rachel Francisco. T. Adam Goos. Charles Ladd, 
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ANN ARBOR CIVIC THEATRE STAFF 

Administrative Director 
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Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 
Opening Night June 17, 1999 

RUMORS 

Written by 
Neil Simon 

Assistant Director 
Stage Manager 
JEFF ZUPAN 

Set Design 
BARB WELLS 

Sound Design 
JEFF ZUPAN 

Directed by 
Mark Bernstein 

Costume Design 
JOAN KORASTINSKI 

Properties 
CARRIE WILSON 

Publicity and Programs 
RON BAUMANIS 

Presented by special arrangement with and all authorized performance materials are supplied by 
Samuel French Play Service. New York. NY. 



Cast 
(In order of appearance) 

Chris .................................................................................... Karen Foran 

Ken ................................................................................. Kevin Branshaw 

Claire .................................................................... Amber Neuenschwander 

Lenny ............................................................................. Tom Underwood 

Cookie ............................................................................... Roberta Morris 

Ernie .............................................................................. Steve MacDonald 

Cassie .................................................................................. Lorna Colon 

Glenn ..................................................................................... John Elliott 

Welch ........................................................................................ Jim Cox 

Pudney ................................................................................. Susie Berneis 

• I 

There will be one 15-minute intermission 

The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking 
of photographs, either with or without flash is strictly prohibited. 

Personal pagers should be set to vibrate, and all cellular or digital telephones 
turned off inside the theatre. 

Who's Who in the Cast and Crew 

MARK BERNSTEIN (Director) is making his directing debut with Ann Arbor Civic Theatre, having 
previously directed Arsenic and Old Lace for the Ypsilanti Players. His onstage credits with AACT in
clude My Favorite Year, A Little Night Music, City of Angels, and How To Succeed In Business Without 
Really Trying. Many thanks to a talented and crazy cast, to the relentlessly organized and tremendously 
hard-working Jeff Zupan, to Barb, Joan, Carrie, Ron, and all the other folks who worked behind the 
scenes, and special thanks, as always, to Sharon, who doesn't even mind my having a rehearsal on 
*our* anniversary. 



SUSIE BERNEIS (Pudney) Fresh (or nearly so) from How to Succeed. .. at AACT, Susie is 
more than ready for a show that does not involve singing and dancing. She is perfectly thrilled 
to be armed in this play and warns the audience that her distance vision is not perfect. 

KEVIN LEE BRANSHA W (Ken) - Kevin hopes you'll remember his previous appearances on 
the AACT stage: Bill Starbuck in The Rainmaker, Tackaberry in How to Succeed. .. , Ali Hakim 
in Oklahoma!, and Michael in Dancing at Lughnasa for which he won the AACT best actor 
award. Elsewhere, Kevin has played Nicely-Nicely Johnson in Guys and Dolls, Tommy Al
bright in Brigadoon, Seymour Krelbom, Orin Scrivello (D.D.S.), Audrey II, Bernstein, Patrick 
Martin, Skip Snip, and Mrs. Luce in Lillie Shop of Horrors. He has recently been reunited with 
the love of his life, a little yellow Miata named AUDREY2. 

LORNA COLON (CASSIE)- Originally from Grand Rapids, she has been seen in How To 
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying and The Sound of Music. She is a student at the 
University of Michigan where she is studying Spanish Education. She is really excited about 
being in this production. 

JIM COX (Welch)- recently returned to Ann Arbor after a stint in the U.S. Army, which in
cluded an all-expense paid tour of Bosnia (courtesy of Uncle Sam). He has been acting (and act
ing up) since middle school in the booming metropolis of Almost, Ml (pop. 1700 on a good 
day). His most recent acting experiences come from doing Oklahoma at the 5 Pfenning Theatre 
in Hanau, Germany (where he played Curly- a very appropriately named character due to his 
crew cut the Army insisted he keep) and Cabaret and A Christmas Carol at the Keller Theatre 
in Giessen, Germany. 

JON ELLIOTT (Glenn)- has appeared with the Bums Park Players and thanks his family for 
their support, always. He is tickled to make his AACT debut in this production, with friends 
Karen and Tom, both AACT vets, where he gets to kiss Karen and yell at Tom. Life is sweet. 

KAREN M. FORAN (Chris) - Karen's last role for AACT was as flower and snowflake wran
gler, a.k.a. Property Manager, for December's The Snow Queen. She also put in some cold win
ter mornings at the traffic and ski report desk for AAA Michigan's Icicle Network. For her next 
trick, simultaneously with Rumors she is currently working as a multimedia specialist for Ford 
Motor Company and planning her wedding in Spring 2000 to Tom Underwood. You heard it 
here first... love ya kiddo. 

JOAN KORASTINSKI (Costume design) has designed and built costumes for many produc
tions over the years at AACT, most recently Big River, The Rainmaker and A Lillie Night Mu
sic. Next season she will be designing costumes for the musicals Steel Pier and A Chorus Line. 

STEVEN MACDONALD (Ernie)- This is Steve's debut on the AACT stage. Recently, he has 
appeared as Ralph in the Albion Community Theatre's production of HMS Pinafore. He also 
appeared in Albion as Annas the priest and Simon Zealots in Jesus Christ, Superstar (making 
him terminally schizophrenic working for both the good guys and bad guys in the same play- at 
the same time ... ); which well prepared him for this role as an analyst. With this character under 
his belt, Steve now feels qualified to publish his new book, "How to Psychoanalyze Your 



Friends for Fun and Prophet". On a more serious note, he would like to dedicate this perform
ance to his children; Luke, Renee, and Joshua. 

ROBERTA MORRIS (Cookie) -like the character she plays, Roberta is a native New Yorker 
who likes to cook. This production marks her return to the stage, both figuratively and literally, 
after a long absence (unless you count her extended run as "Adjunct Professor" in Patent Law at 
the University of Michigan Law School). She has also written book and lyrics to one and a half 
musicals. Her most memorable song is "The Thought That the Thought of Me Cheers You Up 
Cheers Me Up". 

AMBER NEUENSCHWANDER (Claire)- Now a Theatre Major at Eastern Michigan Univer
sity, while at the same time competing vigorously in the Forensics program, Amber has contin
ued to eat, sleep. and breathe theatre and performance studies for the past four years. She is ec
static to be working for the first time with AACT- especially on a Neil Simon play. She and 
Simon are not close friends, but she really likes his plays. PS- "All my love to everyone I know 
who's ever laughed at me. :-) " 

TOM UNDERWOOD (Lenny)- not quite the grouch he pretends to be, Tom has been entertain
ing audiences since 1990 with his unique blend of wry humor, facial expressions, and vocal ac
robatics. AACT members may remember seeing Tom in Love Leiters, The Nerd, RUR, Accom
plice, or one of his many character roles. Truth to tell, Tom just enjoys the opportunity to be 
different people. Tom would like to thank Mark, Jeff, and especially Karen who makes every 
day a little brighter. 

BARB WELLS (Set design) has designed sets and served as a stage technician for countless 
productions at AACT, most recently winning the Best Set award for last season's Jesus Christ 
Superstar. She can also be seen on stage occasionally as in You Can't Take it With You. 

JEFF ZUPAN (Ass't Director, etc.) -Jeff can't count high enough to list the number of shows 
he's been involved with, not only with AACT, but Saline Area Players, Dexter Community 
Players and Comic Opera Guild. He's been everything from stagehand to director. This time, he 
performs admirably as Mark's right hand man (luckily he's right handed) as well as stage man
ager and sound designer. In his copious spare time, he is an amateur zymurgist. 

'11ian(.you to a{{ of our patrons, vo{unteers, ant£ tfonors for mafjng tlie 1998-1999 
season our most successju{ ever! 

If you enjoy tlie sfww, pfease tef{ your Jrientfs ... 

Jll.nn Jll.r6or Civic 'l'lieatre Coo~ foTWartf to seeing you tliis faCC 
for our 'One SinguCar Season • of musit:afs, tframas, ant£ cometfies. 



MAKING YOU 
LOOK GOOD 
SINCE 1983. 

• Murals to 4' x 8' 
• Processing & prinll 
• On-site Photo CD 
• Presentation slides 
• Short-run color 

printing & more! 

2471 W. Stadium Blvd. in the Westgoge Shopping Center • M-F B-7, Sot. 9-6 

734/665·3686 • www.lotol.com 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Merchant Store Hours 

~ Monday-Saturday: 

otVino 9 a.m- 9 p.m. 
Sunday: 

WIIOLB FOODS MARDT 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 

2789 Plymouth Road 
In the Plymouth Road Mall 

(734) 769·0900 
www.wholefoods.com 

.. 
• • • • • • • • • 

MICHIGAN'S 
LARGEST ~ 

WINE q 
SELECTION 

4000+ wines 

MICHIGAN'S 
MOST EXPERIENCED 

WINE STAFF 
Since 1970, helping you 

EXPWRE BEYOND 
CHARDONNAY & CABERNET 

VILLAGE CORNER 
Comer of S. University & S. Forest 
phone: 995-1818 fax: 995-1826 

wiDu: 
FOODS 

M A R K E T 

IN THE LAMP POST PLAZA 

2398 EAST STADIUM BLVD. 

ANN ARBOR, Ml 48104 
OPEN DAILY 9 AM-1 0 PM 

(734} 971-3366 
www.wholefoods.com 



Our best wishes to the 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 
for a successful season 

----------ANN ARBOR ATTORNEYS----------
Diane B. Cabbell 
Julie P. Close 
Gregory L. Curtner 
Edmonli F, DeVine 
John B. DeVine 
Suzanne L. DeVine 
Timothy L. Dickinson 

Paul R. Dimond 
Charles A. Duerr, Jr. 
Alice C. Elkin 
!!cttl'eS. Elkins 
Dav1d L. Freedman, M.D. 
David A. French 
Robert E. Gilbert 

Linda 0. Goldberg 
Allyn D. Kantor 
~~'d.~~ilbournc 
Marta A. Manfla'i 
Kristin H. Ncid 
Roselyn R. Parmenter 

MILLER 
CANFIELD 

David N. Parsigian 
J . David Reck 
John 0 . Renken 
Erik H. Scrr 
Bridgcttc B. Skaff 
Timothr D. Sochacki 
Martha R. Young 

101 North Main Street, 7"' Floor, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104-1400 - 734/663-2445 
http://www.mi11ercanfield.com 

Michigan Florida New York 

Ann Arbor's 
Natural Foods 

Market 

Organic fruits & vegetables 
Fine cheese & orzanic dairy producu 

Additive free groceries 
Fal free & low sodium foods 

Natural foods deli 
Vitamins, natural body care 

Books. cards & kitchen wares 

Arbor Farms 
Your Healthy Choice 

2215 W. STADIUM NEAR UBERTY 
Daily 9--9, Sunday 10-6 

996-8111 

Washington, D.C. 

GOODMAN "ANN ARBOR'S 
PREMIER 

THESPIAN 
BAR" 

OLDSMOBILE • SAAB • ISUZU 

ANNE MARTIN dl LORt:NZI 
Sales Consultant 

IIIII 

Poland 

3120Woshtenow Avenue • Ann Arbor. Ml48104 
(313) 971-!1100 • FAX (313) 677-1617 

JOIN THE CAST ANI) CREW FOil 0PENIN& NI&HT PARTIES 



@\l)~'[j'@~ ~~~~~~ 
lP~D~'D'~@ ®&~~~'[]'~ 

(734) 475-2033 
FAX (734) 475-5805 

301 N. EAST ST. CHELSEA Ml 48 1 18 

Online Technologies Corporation 
2901 Hubbard Road, Suite A108 

Ann Arbot; MI 48105 
Phone: 734-761-8742 

Fax: 734-761-8740 
www.onlinetech.net 
info@ onlinetech.net 

"Rated Four Stars" 
·The Detroit News 

·The Detroit Free Press 

"One of Michigan's Top Ten" 
• Zagat Guide 

Modem American Cooking 

Casual, Sophisticated & Fun! 

665.0700 

Call for a FREE 
one-hour consultation 

• How to communicate with e-mail. 
• Do you need a web site? 
• Business uses of the web? 

Your questions will be answered in terms 

you can understand, not "techie talk". 

All you invest is the time- no obligation. 

Call for your appointment today 

734-761-8742 

ONL1~E TECH'IOLOGI~S CORPORATIQr~ 



•:• Over 76 years in the diamond business 
•:• One of the largest selections of diamonds in Michigan 
•:• G.I.A. graded d iamonds 
•:• Certificate diamonds 
•:• The lowest prices 
•:• Every size, shape, cut, color and quality 
•:• A large selection of settings and mountings 
•:• Custom designing 
•:• Appraisals and photographs by a graduate gemologist from 

the Gemological Institute of America 
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