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I. 

THE VARIOUS HISTORIES 



N this Centenuial year of our Xational life, it is natural for all to look 
back ,ind consider what steps fonrnrd our country has taken, what 
pr,,gre:is it has made in matters either great or small. It seems, 

therefore, approprfate that our Association, which, as we hope, has contrib
uted it,; little mite to the great whole of effort and strnggle to obtain some
thing higher and better, slwnld review what has been a~complished by it, 
and all the more appropriate is the retrospect, since in this year it celebrates 
its tenth annfrersary. Let ns therefore. for a few moments, trace its rise 
and progress. 

In lHtit.i the thought of those ladies who doubtless had long felt the need 
of surne snch organization as ours, became an established purpose, and through 
tlte newi'lpapers they issued an invitation to all interested, to meet upon the 
Htth of 1Iarch, iu the lecture roum of the Presbyterian church, in order to 
ol'gan ize :1 Ladies' Lihrnry Association. 

The ,1ppvi11ted day of meeting pro,·ed unpleasant. but nevertheless a goodly 
nnmher respunded to the call. The leaders in the movement bad already 
matmcd their plirns. anJ a constitution was presented, accepted and tiigned 
uy thirty-th-e ladies, who also snbscribed :3118.u0. A Board of tifteen was 
appointed. with 1frs. A. E. Kellogg as Presiueut. rpon this first Board we 
tind the 11a111e::; ot' two who have faithfully sen·ed from then till now, Mril. 
S. H. Douglails and Mrs. A. H. Hunt. The next step taken, was to obtain 
a room. One ,rnitable was found in Hangsterfer's block, and engaged at a 
rent~l of '350 n yenr. • 

Em·ly in April the int'ant society was regularly in('orporated according to 
law. Books must now be bonght and fumiture for the new room, and for 
this more money wail needed. Some tableanx were therefore arranged for the 
evenings <1f the 17th and 18th of April. :llld so successful were the ladies in 
this. their tirst encercainrnent. chat the net prucee1.ls :i.monnted to :3135. 
They now telt they had a home, for on 1fav 21st it is re.corded that the A..s-
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THE A.N.N ARBOR ASSOCIATION. 

sociation '' met in the new and pleasant library room. All seemed pleased 
and gratified at the neat and cheerful appearance of the room, and at the 
sight of library shelves, already half filled with valuable b1,vks." 

With so much to be done it is not wonderful that a debt was incurred, 
the only one, we believe, during theae ten years, and that only to the amount 
of $39.60. Immediate measures were taken to provide for it, and a straw
berry festival was the result, by which $59.60 were netted. The debt was 
thus scarcely more than paid, and it was very desirable, even necessary, to 
raise more money in some way. Accordingly arrangements were made ·with 
Prof. Pease, of Ypsilanti, to give the Cantata of Queen Esther, sharing ex
pense and profit with the Association. From this third entertainment, which 
occurred in November, there resulted the sum of $259.28, making, as the 
proceeds of entertainments during the first year, $-4:53.28. 

At the end of the year the infant Association felt that it had a fair start 
in the ,vorld. There were 79 members, 392 books, and the total receipts for 
the year had been $780.79. One donation of $50 had been received from Dr. 
Chase. 4,.lready social readings had been commenced, which proved both 
pleasant and profitable, though just what course was pursued is not recorded. 

Its first birthday was celebrated by a gathering in the Congregational 
church, at which President Haven delivered an exceedingly interesting anni
versary address, full of good cheer and encouragement. Judge Cooley also 
made some happy remarks. Fifteen new subscribers gave their names. The 
Argus at this time, states that no Association in the State has in several 
years, accomplished what has been done in one. 

With the new year, 1867, the Association took possession of its present 
room, which was made as attractive as circumstances would allow. The sec
ond year was one of quiet progress. Perhaps the most interesting event was 
a meeting in September, in the Chapel of the Presbyterian church, to listen 
to an address on The Beautiful and the U sefnl, from Miss Mary Clark, whose 
name, so closely connected with our library, will certainly not soon be for
gotten, whose presence we yet miss here and e,·erywhere. In this address a 
beautiful tribute was paid to the memory of Mrs. Henry Wells, who, earli
est of those first associated with the library, had passed to the better land, 
"a loss to the community to which she belonged, to the church of which she 
was a member, and above all to her family, to whom she was the loving 
.head." The beautiful words in which Miss Clark closes, find new applica
tion now that she. too, is no longer with us: •• One by one are falling from 
our side, those whose companionship and sympathy made the charm of life. 
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Our turn will come by and by. A.11 have some good to do while the sun 
shines; when the shadows lengthen the time is short, evening finds us with 
failing powers, night comes when work ceases." 

During this year a strawberry festival was held, and on Monday evening, 
November 4th, an entertainment was gtven in the Unitarian church, consist
ing of music, and of very artistic recitations by Miss Pierce. of Grand Rap
ids. Unfortunately, in a pecuniary point of view, the entertainment was a 
failure, as only one dollar was actually cleared, though through the generos-
ity of Miss Pierce, the ;650 due her was given to the ladies. . 

The social readings were continued 1 and during the third year they seemed 
to increase in interest. Original papers were read on Home Amusements., the 
poet Spencer's writings, distinguished Women and their Influence on Society. 
At one meeting a· discussion was carried on, the subject being, "Was the 
French revolution a blessing to France ?" Both sides were ably maintained. 
Original conundrums were presented, and anonymous letters, with sometimes 
a pretty poem introduced. At one of the meetings Dr. Douglass read an in
teresting paper on Ventilation, illustrated by beautiful experiments in elec
tricity. 

The needs of the Association were so deeply felt, that in this • third year a 
printed circular was issued, "setting forth the claims and benefits of a li
brary, and soliciting more general patronage." Probably as the result of this 
appeal, a donation of $10 was made by Mr. Cole, and an offer from him to 
be one of twenty to give this sum annually. Unfortunately, only two of the 
other nineteen appear to have been found, though his letter was published in 
the papers, that others .would do likewise. 

On Wednesday evening, April 7th. 1869, "one of the pleasautest social gath
erings of the ,;eason," to quote the Argus, "was the reunion of the Ladies: 
Library Association, in the lecture room of the Presbyterian church," held 
for the purpose of increasing the interest of the public in the good work. 
Three hundred were present. Brief, happy addresses were made by President 
Ha,·en, Judge Cooley and Prof. A.dams. An original poem by a member of 
the Association, was read. "The ladies were in their happiest mood, their 
guests were made at home, the tables were bountifully spread and beautifully 
decorated, and all enjoyed themselves to the best of their inclinations." 
A.buve a.11 the ladies were made happy by a second donation of 850 from Dr. 
Chase. of 825 from Mrs. Henry Parsons, of Ashtabula, Ohio, and of ~5 from 
some friend, whose name is not recorded. No wonder that the results of this 
meeting were considered \·ery encouraging, aml that the ladies entered upon 
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the fourth year with good hope. Again in this new year, Miss Clark deliv
ered an address in the lecture room of the Presbyterian church, this time 
upon "The Sea, and what it contains." • Sea mosses and other nautical curi
osities were exhibited, and the evening was one of great profit and pleasure. 

In the social readings we find stiff more original productions, poems, ro
mances, critiques and letters. Topics were also selected to be conversed upon, 
as China and the Chinese, Gardens, beginning with the Garden of Eden, then 
the famous ones of Ahasuems, of Solomon, the hanging Gardens of Baby
lon, the Garden of Gethsemane, improvements in the arts, etc., etc. 

Mrs. Kellogg held the office of President in a most able manner, until 
April, 1870, when there was an equal number of votes for her and for Mrs. 
Cooley. Mrs. Kellogg gave the casting vote, and thus placed Mrs. Cooley in 
the chair. The year was marked by no event of importance. 

At the social readings the Literary Contribution Box, in which were 
dropped articles, anonymous or otherwise, as suited the writer's pleasure, and 
which was opened by some one appointed for the purpose, who read the ar
ticles at the following meeting, proved a great success, and many delightful 
evenings are recorded. The number of members, of readers, and of books 
slowly but steadily increased. 

In the following April, 1871, Mrs. Adams became President. On the eve
nings of Tuesday and Wednesday, December 5th and 6th, the pantomime of' 
the "Mistletoe Bough," and tableaux of "Cinderella and the Glass Slipper," 
were given in the Opera House. The weather was unfavorable and the au
dience small, so that, instead of the $500 which it is stated ought to have 
been cleared, since the entertainment was beautiful • and enjoyable, only i94: 
were netted. 

During all these years names have been prominent of those who are no 
longer here, as they have either gone elsewhere to reside, or have been re
moYed by death. In this year the Association loses two of its most active 
and valuable members. In September, Mrs. Kellogg, one of the founders of' 
the library, and President for four years, 

"One who for every good, 
Ready in bright or darker days, 

Hath first and lsst and always stood, 
Now saw the parting of the waya." 

These words are taken from Miss Porter's poem, "The Parting of the 
Ways," which was written upon the departure of Mrs. Kellogg. 

~t the close of the year, March 20th, another passed from the circle, but 
she to the better land. We find recorded by the Secretuy, Mrs. Hunt: 
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" The silent angel who claims all seasons as his own, has been among us. 
Mrs. Sybil Lawrence, a beloved member of the Board nearly four years, has 
fallen asleep and rests from her labors. With warm heart and ready hands, 
v;ith judgment clear and far-reaching, she was ever found where duty called, 
and by her cheerful presence animated and onconraged every effort for ad
vancing the interest of this cause. As one after another of those who started 
with us fall frorn the ranks, let us with united energy pursue our work un
titingly, till others take it up where we lay it down." Resolutions were 
passed by the Association. A poem written by :Miss Porter, and a beantiful 
memorial notice by ~Iiss Clark were read at the annual meetin~, the first 
one at which Mrs. Lawrence had not been present. 

In July, 1872, hy far the largest sum ever presented the ladies, was re
ceived. A surplus of $1,010. remaining in the hands of the committee for 
relief of the Michigan sufterers, from the fires of that year, one-half of the 
surplus, $505. was given to the library. $350. were added to the $50. placed 
at interest the year before, and the whole was re-inYested at 10 per cent. in
terest, as the nucleus of an endowment fnnd. 

In January, a very attracti\·e entertainment was given at the house of Dr. 
Douglass, from which ~50. was recei"ed. This, with the donation and the or
dinary yearly receipts, rendered the total for the year, $898.56, which was 
the largest sum ever received by the lihrary in twelve months. 

From the Yery beginning in 1866, until .April, 1873, the position of Sec
retary was most ably tilled by Mrs. A. H. Hunt. At this annual meeting, 
however, she retired from this post only to take another, that of President, 
)frs. • Ada.ms declining to serve longer. To the retiring President a very 
handsome tribute was paid in the shape of preamble and resolution, pre
sented by ~iss Clark. ln this year also, the .\.ssociation lost its ,aluable 
Treasmer, )frs. Gilmore. who had held the office since J 867, and who from 
the first had hcen ,L most etticient member of the Board. Of her fine recita
tions at the social 1·caJiugs. fre4.neut U1eution is nrn<le. 

In this ye,u· auothe1· entertainment, consisting of an exhibition of the magic 
lantern and of the fa1·ce of •• Pillicoddy," was given at Dr. Douglass', from 
which $71. are receh·ed. and in the following yem·, on February 3d, 1875, a 
seconJ dramatic entertainment at Mr. Israel Hall's brings 861. to the Asso
ciation. 

Our redew ha;; brought ns to the year just closed, a year in which we 
trnst some progress has been made, thon~h it may have been quiet and nn

( iO) 
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observed. Of the status of the library itself, we shall obtain the clearest idea 
from the Librarian's report, which is as follows : 

Number of books in library April, 1875 ..................... 1,-4:71 
" " " " 1876 ..................... l,63f> 

An increase of........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 
Number books purchased ................................... 143 

" " donated ........ : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
" magazines taken. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
" " bound. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
" members drawing books. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168 

Increase over last year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
Number books drawn during year ........................... 3.630 
Increase over last year ..................................... 1,112 
Number drawn in A., miscellaneous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297 

" " " B., art. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
" " " C., travels. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 
" " " D., history. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140 
" " " E., biography. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164 
" " " F., poetry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 40 
" " " G., Youth's department ................... 225 
" " " H., standard fiction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255 
" " " I., miscellaneous fiction ................... 1,550 
" " " J., magazines............................ 774 

Comparing this with the report of last year, we find that the same m11n
ber of books-165, has been added each year, but last year 90 were purchased 
instead of 143 this year, and 41 presented instead of 12 . 
. Since the first year so many books have never been added, save in 1873, 

when the increase was 167, nor have so many ever been drawn, save in 1873, 
when the number was 3665, 35 more than this year. There are also more 
readers now than ever before, except in 1 73 and 1 74, when there were 183 
and 1 2 respectively, 14 and 15 more than now. 

Of the books purchased during the year, about one-half have been works 
of fiction, and some of these stories of a day. ·while there is a much greater 
demand for such books than for those of a more solid character, it is a seri
ous question how far it is best to pander to the popular taste. In laying 
the foundations of a library which, as we trust, is to last for all time, it 
seems desirable to purchase, so far as possible, standard works. Limited too, 
as we are for means, can we afford to expend much for books for which, af. 
ter a year or two there is no more demand 1 Though histories, scientific 
works and biographies are for the most part uncalled for, yet we are proud 
to have them on our shelves. that the few ,,ho prefer knowledge to mere 
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amusement, may not find us wanting in what is of real and lasting Yalue. 
Only by inspiring a taste for such reading can we hope to elevate the intel
lectual standard of the public. 

In May, a supplement to the catalogue was printed, and later in the year, 
the need being felt for more shelf room, was supplied. The books _have been 
carefnlly handled during the year, and are found in good condition. Several 
efforts have been made to increase the funds of the Association. 

On }fay 12th, the comedy "Among the Breakers," was given at the Opera 
House. It was admirably acted and gave great pleasure to all ,vho witnessed 
it, bnt the proceeds would doubtless have been larger had not the Board al. 
most unanimously deemed it best to reduce the price of admission to thirty. 
five cents, which step they afterward equally unanimously regretted. Shortly 
after, a spelling match was held at the U uion School hall, in which, however, 
but little interest was manifested. At the -!th of July celebration the ladies 
opened a lemonade booth on Court House Square. If hard and disagreeable 
work deser,es reward, certainly a large sum should have been theirs, but the 
result was otherwise, and the smallest sum save one, ever made by the .Asso
ciation, was the result of perhaps the most unpleasant task ever undertaken 
by them. Once more, in the late fall they brought themselves before the 
public, when Prof. Watson kindly consented to lecture for them upon his 
visit to Egypt. The lecture was one of great interest, and was worthy of a 
much larger audience. 

Upon the evening of Febmary 29th, a benefit was given the Association 
by the Garrick Club. Two amusing comedies, " lei on parle Fran5=aise," 
and '· W110 Speaks First," were admirably acted, and the handsome sum of 
$90. was presented to the ladies. For this most liberal gift from a club on 
which they llad no claims. they feel deeply ;{ratet'ul. 

As in the beginning, so now it is ardently hoped that before many years 
our libr .. 1.ry can be placed upon such a footing that it shall not be necessary 
to eke out its small income by repeated public entertainments, which always 
involve great expenditnre of time and labor, often but poorly remunerated. 
In these years of business depression, it seems not best to make any decide<l 
effort toward securing that for which we hope ; meantime we can but work 
on, making each year a little headway. 

In the fall the social readings were resumed, and have been regularly held 
once a month. Unusual interest has been manifosted in them. Se\·eral of 
Bhakespeare's plays have been read in such a manner as to bring out bean-
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ties in the great dramatist, which, perhaps, might have escaped one reading 
them alone. 

Again our report must close with an "In Memoriam." Twice during the 
year we have been called to mourn the departure of those intimately con
nected with the Association. On June 30th, Miss .Mary Clark, so long ac
tive in this, and in every good work, passed away. " She opened her mouth 
with wisdom, and in her tongue was the law of kindness. She rests from 
her labors and her works do follow her." 

When the Association was first organized, Miss Sarah Barry was appointed 
Librarian. At the end of a few months she ~eaigned the position to the re
gret of all. In April, 1871, she was re-elected and accepted. She ever dis
charged her duties in a most faithful and courteous manner, until in No
vember, 1875, in consequence of ill health, she again resigned, and in Janu
ary, she, too, passed to her rest. 

In conclusion, may we not express the belief that during these first ten 
years, the ladies have accomplished, if not what they would, at least what 
they could, and may we not hope that during the second decade still greater 
possibilities will open before them, which they surely will not fail to improve 
to the utmost. 

The following note from the writer of the above sketch, was received with it: 

ANN Al!BoB, May 2, 1876. 
MRB. A. F. B1nY-DMr Madam: At our meeting yesterday, it was decided to co-operate 

1n the scheme of sending the histories of the several Ladies' Library Associations of the State 
to Philadelphia. 

At our recent tenth annual meeting, I rel\d a report, tracing the rise and progress of our 
Association from the beginning. This report is, naturally, not in all respects just what it would 
have been, had it been written with a view to its being sent to the Centennial. However, as 
the ladies had already desired it to be printed as it is, and as furthermore it will save much 
labor, it was deemed best to send it as our history. 

Hoping that the book will be in all respects a succeBB, I am, yours respectfully, 
Mns. M. L. D'OooB, 

Secretary L. L. A. 
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the lilirarie$. .But before \ibr:irles c::rn be 

t1Slld they must e:dst. Ucnce it i:; tha: in 
ovcry city :mJ ,·ill:.3c of roo:ality and 
coterpri8C a public iibrary is dl!cmcd r. pub•. 

1ic necessity. . 
'The vrnnt of such means of cuucr,;:oo I 

the ~die:; o( Ano Arbor aro r.1abng a 
commcod.ibl<J ~uort to ~up!)!y. 'l'hcy j 
~hould be regn,ded as l:lbori;);; 1:ot for 
themselves but ior the public. They nre I 
not nn exclusive corporation. They offu 
the use of their library, and the nd vn:itafiC:l 
of their n.ssociation on the some easy tcrm:i 
10 all. As they 1::nve no established source:i 
of income, the library is dependent for its 
en!.irsemcnt on the triCin~ fees f,,r mem
bership and entertainments nn<l 011 1he 
voluntary .;ilh of members of the com• 
munity. 

Duriog the past two years the i:ssoci• 
alion has been in some sense the guest of 
the county, On the completion or the 
courL house the supervisors with a galbot 
and worthy generosity e~tended thu hos
:pit11htics of their new edifice to ihe l::.d:cs. 
But the thankful 5ue:1ts have been olJliged 
to cliuib to tho upper story of their lofty 
nod handsome abode; and conseque:nly 
the usefulne~s of the association h::is :,cen 
:somewha~ li:nited. 

)Ve are glad to see from their rep.)rts 
.. ha. they are thinking 'of Jec!nrin; their 
in<lepeodence aud establi~hing n home oi· 
their own. In their ne,·/ _efforts thi!y 
ought 10 receive c1·ery encour:i.gement. 
Wo be~peak for tbem t.he hcnrty co-op~r
ation of our public. $9irited c.iti::i!nit. ?\Lny 
lift: mer:1ber3o;ps. cught to be :a!.a•n l>y 
our busine~a men. Within but liult: more 
than .1 yenr the ;;cntlc ::n,l in::;cnious p?.r• 
~:1.i~ion~ of tl:t: 1.~dics i,nvc r~i~frl n.-:1.ly 
the whole 3monr,t :iecc:,;:iry to r,r.J f<,1· ;h,:i 

:at on which they ho;,c co bn:h 'f:,i., 
iact indic:iif!S :"1:l entcrpri$C ~nd n pu:,:~c 
spirit which our citi1.cr.., ou;.;::~ tr> -.0 :.1;1 ,i:r-
Of;C in tho 1:iO,H, ~uo~~i'\ot:i~I n;:,ntH:,·. Lio!'-I 

l 1•• h ·11· ' " I us 1rn·c a turary ut t,n:b L:~t. w;" l;r:! _::in 

additional attr:1ct:on to our c::y, r.:::\ :, 

library that wiil \Je :111 aJ<litiona! .,ourc..: ->i' l 
inspiration and protit to our c:ti;:,•~•~-
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A)i'X .A:?.EOR :::?.EGISTZR, Wednesday, April 13. lcel 

The Ladle,,' Llbrnr:,. 
·- if we can aee our way clear to going forward, 

many will come alter ua who will find it in 
I their hearts to bless us. 

The 15th annual meeting of the Lldies' 
Library Association was held io the parlors of 
the Pres;.yteri11n church, on ltonday a(ternoon, 
April 11th. Mrs. John !daynard, 1!rs. E. B. 
Pood, W:rs. Pro( Tyler, Mrs. Dr . .Angell and 
Yrs Prot. Petlee were reelected members of 
of the board, \.heir ter:na of office having ex
pired. lira. Prof. A.dams was reelected presi
dent; W:ra. A. Ten Brook, vice.president; Mrs. 
Ii. L D'Ooge, secretary, and Mrs. C. A.. Jay-
cox, treasurer. 

During the meeting & aul!lcieot amount of 
money waa cootributed to entirely cancel the 
iodebtedneu of the aaaociaiiou lol' their lot, 
and to leave a amall 1urplus (or tho proposed 
library building. 

Tho E>reeiden,, Yrs. Prof. Adam8: delivered 
an addresa as (ollows: 

}'RESIDENT'S .\DDRE:;S. 

Ladl~ of the A.ssociat!oo. 

We have had the advice of those in whose 
judglllent we have confidence. Tl:ay have 
encoura!_l:C<i us to go forward, a88uring us that 
the public will not be unmindful of the bene• 
th we are bestowing upon the community; and 
l believe, furthermore, if we are seen 10 go 
forward rolymg: upon the public spirit of the 
cornmunitj we shall not bodisappo1nLC<i in our 
~upport. If by our uoited and untiring ef• 
Ions we can succeed, and thus erect :i monu• 
ment lo the memory of smo.11 begionings, we 
shall at the eame time plant ijced which shall 
yield a perennial harv~t of flowers and fruit. 

TREASUC£R.S REPORT. 

The ronowi!lg is the repon; of the treasurer, 
Mrs. C. A. Jajcox, for the year ending April 
11. I 

RECEIPTS. 

Be<tuest frem estate o( E. C. Seaman ........ $ 
Collections fur pt1,ymeot of lot ................ . 
Enteruh. meuta ...................................... . 
Annual tax .............................................. . 
~tembe~bir,,. .......................................... . 
Fines ...................................................... . 

~~a0Jo~~~~~.~.::::::::~:::::::::::::·:::.:·.:::::: 

500 00 
;,.j\ .'O 
90 ;s 

1'21'\ t}\) 
~ry 00 
~a a·; 
~ 60 
l 00 At the very beginning or our mecti,ur I 

desiro w cnnl(ratului.e you on tbo prosperity 
ot the &!'Wc,ation during the past ye~r. We Total.. ................................................. SJ,:i.;9 Sl 
,. . Cash on band . .April 1~. !~..................... tiO 3S 
ua\"O Just past our t\fte~ntb bmhday. ~o·e ··········••h••········································· ~IJ,J 00 

I 1hiuk 1il:.1t tho~ who have Yrntched tho Interest on no1e 10 llay :!-2. ISSO................ ·~t ~r, 
1?rowth of our l,br'!lry from it.i ,mall beg;0 .. ua.a b, nd ·······........................................... 100 f•l 
uin;:s to tho prc,e11t t:mc. and have had so Iuter- on bond to !tl&y •!;!. ISSO............... • OO 

many cv;dcncrs ot 1ho ;;nod it ts accomplish• Tot&l ••••••••• 
0 

•• 

1 

•••• 
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••• u:~.·~,;;;E··,_·.:.:.,·s.···············~1·!H5 w I 
m~ in our cummuni;y, c:1unot but. lCel :i j11~t _ .,,.~~ ~.,, 
prlllo iii '•'"".}rn"r·erit.v. \\'o kno,v th.at ,n 1ltc Ii!&\""" J!Jil)-pafd \ Dunn for lot on 
p:1~t l~S ~trcugth aud u;~!'uh,css ha\·c been in• Huro·n otreet ...... _: .. : .......... : .................... ;oJ 00 I 
trca,e'd o:ily tluou;;h 1:mil'ii,g c·[.,rts; aod ,,e June 9. 1680-paid A. Dunn. for lot on 
l,a,·o l!O rc.1-0,1 to ,uppo;u t!::u in the :uturo N!~~nl~~~iii"i:··o·u;,:;;·.--ror···iiii"ii~ lOO OO I 
it:1 pro,p~rity will l,c -~ccuccd c'n any c~s'cr Hu.roe e1reeL .... - ........ - ······-···............. ti); 00 . 
conditions. From the reports or tl:e ,e~rct:iry Jan. 17. l~ , paid A. Dunn. ror lot oo 
and tna~urcr .rou will !:car of the present Burno Si:~t··-·-··························" .... Llbrari"'n,. salary to Aprll.1880 .•• ·-•······· 
prospemy or the lii>r.iry. [ think 1·,c r:ntst Ubrvian·• ~lary to Oct0ber. 1"30 ... ,.-··· 
all l,Q grati!l~tl :Jt tho ~how::;;; 1t::1: ;·:i:I be L!bnman·• wary to April, 1&14 ••••••••••••••• 
rn.,,k. Books ................................................... - .. 

150 00 
31 S3 
~00 
'.:l! co 
86 00 
230o kes-ltlng and bwdiJlg book.a.-·--·-· 

Dm wo cannot fail to ~cc 1hal :ts 1·cry pros• Inmran.., .......................... _ .................... . 
perity m•kO<I n-,w .Joruao<fa upon 11~. Tl:o Ii• Taxea ................. ·-·-·-····························· 

',,o 
10 63 • 
5 60 1 

2 52 ur,u Y is in need of bcu.cr accommodation~ . E:rp.,,.._._···-·······---· ..... __ ., ............... . 
31 ( • appointmeuts. fn s:iorc, to uso a lhrurc I ~~1.-:-.::::.:::::::::.:::::::::·:·::::::::::::·:.:::·.:: l 00 
wh ch ladi,e will appreciate, it i~ in tho con• ' 
:lit.vii ul tho child who has outzrown its clothes. 1' Total .... ·-················· ................. - ••••• ..s1.r, 9 H 

-
1 

Oil b&nd-2:. C. Suma.n's bequeoc ......... _. YO 00 
[ presume thu1 none ,wll den v that tho lib ta• -Collections for lot .................. -... l~l :,o 
ry. it more ~ccess,ble and in IJUarters oi its -RuoeJp1a Crom Ubrvy................. 1s 01 
own, would be far more useful than it Cln be Tot&l ..... - ............ ·-········ .... ·- .. - ....... , 1,!)45 6S 
at present. h hu ooon wisely suggested by 
one ot our number, that it seoms vorv dE'!tr&• 
blo that tho associalio,, should bo est.'lblished 
upon a lino ba.si• whil~ some of ils fouode:3 
are still with us. It •bould hav.e a homo bo· 
fcro its parents havo pa~scd away. IL is but 
nnrnral that lho.o who ha vc uur8od it in it 1 

infancJ, and cared for it in 'iu childbood, 
should fed for tt a peculiar interest which 
thoso who taku up ti:.<! work l,llcr m:1v not 
feel • 

AnJ wo arc frequently reminded thnt the 
foundora ate fast passin~ away. E~cry year. 
as we come t<x;ether at the ant:ual g:1thcrim:, 
we ue reminded of somo one who was with 
ui ,he roar beiore but who cannot bo with us 
on earlh ag:i,n. • ,\ga.iu. and agaiu has the 
summons come. ~\"o aro thus pJinfully re• 

·minded that if tho'gcncrntion of the founders 
of 1he library are too aec it pcrman.:lllt!y e,m1b• 
lished thoy have no tim•i to lose. 
• i, ,~ .. , ..,,),e re1ro0oi ·Ciiat the board or di• 
rectoro :iro to submit to. you tO•day the ques• 
tion: Shall !he board of directors be authoriz• 
ed to take such m®sures as may seem to bo 
wise in their judgment for the ulumate ercc• 
tion of & new library buildio11; ·1 

The reasons for aod agaio~t lhis question 
should be fully prei,euted, and I am sure that 

UfDSBffJ)VUI!. 
To A. Dun.n-ror toc... .................. -···········• ~to oo 

-1Dlel'l!8l. ••• - ... - •• ··-······ 20 78 

Tot.&1-................................... - ........... S 23:l 7& 

Tll'II 8ECllllTART.B !IJCPORT. 

To the l~fes ol th8 Ubrary Aelocfatlon : 
I hue tho hoaor to prese<H the followiag 

repon for the yeu cloeing April 11th, 1S81. 
A.1 t.he lile or ao tndi'l'idual paeaes, be is 1 

prone to notice each penod of live years, and 
tho tlf\h, teot.h, fifteenth, tweatielb anniver• 
sariee of an event are of spocial interest. It 
-mK therefore, peculiarly t!ttiog that I.his, 
the flt\ecnth year oi our existence as an asao• 
ciauon, should have been marked by at least 
ooe traasaction or itrcat importance, the pur• 
chase of a lo<. That we might own a lot, 
and cre<:t '.hereon a tasteful aod well arrao1red 
library building. has long been desire<i 'uy 
many members of the association. S11ch a 
buildiag, it was thought, would be a constRtit 
romicder to the citizens ot' .Ann arbor of our 
libruy 110d its needs; a constllnt :estimonial 
to the zeal and e~rnest labor oi those to whom 
iL owed 1ts inception 3Dd growth. Greater 
interest would thu~ be awsk~oed, greater num• I 
bcrs would conncc~ them8elvcs with us, and J 

iu every wny our ir,flueocc would both be ::.i• 
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I 
Would that our report might clo~e uere. 

cre?ased and more fu\1y recognized. We should and that there were need to record oaly growth 
also have then & hall of our l)Wn, where such and prosperitY., but a!(ain has death come in 
entertainments could be giYcn as are oot our midst. M'any hearc11 were sad in this city 
adapted to a private parlor. This hall might a& thanks11ivin~ time, when wo feel that nil 
occasionally be rented to suitable persons a_nd ihould be bright and happy, tor on that doy 
thus become a aource of income. It was with was to be brought here the body oi one of 
the hope of ~uring auch & buildiDg, t!Jat 

I 
whom .Ann Arbor was justly proud. who. in 

money wu long ago set aside as a nucl:ua _for the full vigor of his manhood. had been cut 
a building fund; and when, at tbe beginnmg off, before accomplishing for science thi, half 
of the year just clcsed. inrormation was re- of what he had honed. But how greatly was 
ceived that the leizacy of $500 btqueathed the the gloom occasioned by hi. death deepened, 
u110Ciation by Mr. Seaman would, without when early on that morning, word was circu-
doubt, s~ily become available, it was judged lated that another well,kuown in our mid.t 
that with thia bequest to draw from _for the lny dead. Not hor's renov.•n in scienufic cir• 
purcbue of new books, the ~sual income cles, nor in the world at largo. but she was 
from membership reee, entertainments, etc., moLher, wife, friend. Her home, her church, 
might safely be devot:<1 I? the purch~eo of & the public work carried on in the city l:>y , 
very desirable lot, which JU&t at this t,me was women, tlicre was h~ sphere. aod there uo 
offered the ladies at a low pnce. duty was ever ne-glected. So quiet. so unas-

A.t :i. meeting or the association held on , autoing. rn retiring was she, tbat one mu~t 
May 17th, the boa.rd was authorized to pur- know her well. to rightly appreciate the focco 
chaee rbia lot, !yin~ just we.~t of D_r. H~rd- oi iter charact~r. or to rc,,liz~ in bov.· lar!?e a 
mau'11 residence, and to t'Ontract for this obJect sense sbe was the support ol her husband. and 
auch debt as was neceesary. A committee tile centre ot' !.er home. We scarcely knew 
was appoiuted to solicit contribuuons to be of her illness ,vhen she had !(One, and we were 
:ipplied to the purcha~e. On 1he ~2d day of left querying why she ~!Jould he r~kca, i.Jow 
May, at & special bollCd meeting, 11 was re• she could be spared. from the ;cry bezin• 
solved to purchase tho 101. three and n h,df n1og ~!rs. Douglas IS'BS deeply intere,tcd i:1 
rods in width, for the sum of $1.2GO. $i00 the library, and was chosen a r;ietnber ot' iu 
l,ei119: paid down. aml the remninder with in- rlrsl board. .:\liho11!!h she bad once or twice 
1cre~t at sud1 time as sbo11ld be convemenL sougbt to retire. so c1licieot and wi!'e a rnem• 
Tho ne,;:e~s~ry papers wcro immedintelr si;::ned ber was she considered, that she h:id ne"er 
and thus the -'SSO<:iuLion bcc.ime a land vl\·ucr. been perr:r;iued to do rn. Here. as e!sel\·hcre. 

Throuuh t!:c ~xcnion• ol' tho ~o!ititi:i:: she was remarkably laitbrul in the di,chan;:e 
crn~mittcc. nad Lhc cordhl re~r,o:iso g:vcn tv of every duty. In illust,ation oi thi~, t.he 
them. the ::\l.~Go h~s bee~ aireJdy n!'~rly regularity or her attendaoco :it t!1e meetin::s 
rni@ed. a11d th'"•~ cert3i11ly :1 c.111~0 ior :.:re.it of the board i~ worthy of remn:k. By look• 
rejuicwir. In one m~u.er. however. t!1c i:oanl ing o;er the recorc!s, I find that duricg the 
hus 1,e~,1 u1snrpoi11:cd. uwii,i to nn nnc~- last 111\een years up to la•t December. 150 
(l"Cted d:iim a1:"111st tho ENm,,u csrntc. tl:e meetings have b!li!n held, aod Mr!. Douglas 
~:i~h as~et• were <':tl13mtcd and !'pcdfic be· bad been llb,cnt from only 12 QI' them, or 
q11e-1s cou:J \Je paid only in ~nrenworth (.;as once'in \3 11mes. To her we Her looked for 
stoci, ,u ar. :ippra,sed v.ilue c,i llltr cent3 on " wi,e counsel, in full reliRnce upon her exc~l· 
,:,,llar. A thou~and ~hares of this st0ck ce1roe lent judQ.'rnent. For her indeed. Thank~giv,n;z 
i11to the h:1nu,,;01thc tre:isurer a fow wet ks ago, morn dawned bri~ht and beautilul in that 
and just how rnnch ready money ~:tn \Je real• other world. where tliere are no more tears. 
iz~d :or it is yet qu11e uncerrnm. Y ct throu11h Mrs. Dr. Wells ~·as chosen by tho boarJ to 
tho c1l\,rt~ of tho ladic~, without tho use 01 tm the place left vacant and has accepted the 
thi; money upon which v,o dethn~lf countell appoinUDent 
twc! vc r:iu:Hh~ azo. wo h,n·o nearly p3<d :or In tbe death of M:r. Roi{era also we have 
our lot, :ind ha-ro bou1?ht during the year :i. Jo~t & most honored friend, wbo was ever 
"Oodlv number of books. Our income luts reRdy to asai.st u• by valuable coun~l, :u,d 
be&n 'constantly increased by the parlor en• who always manifested hearty intere1t 10 all 
tert:iiumcnt.!!, which h:ivo heen continued our undertaking. How many times hne we 
throu"h the year, and, as heretofore, ha\'e gathered in his parlors for our entertainments 
been ;:rtremoly enjoyRble and prolitnblc. The and bow cordial hae hia welcome ever been. 
association ill under great obligations to tho We aball not ooon forget I.he e•eniog of Oe
i::entlemen who ba,·e so goncruusly lectured cember 9th, !SiS, whea we uaembled at his 
for their bcoelit. Tho series of musical e,·en- houae to listen 10 a paper rrom hitoN!lf. Only 
in£rs, when 1t.c work~ 01 tho <lt!Tcrerit corn• • few llad beard the aecrot whispered that 
poser.i will be studied, are pcculi:irl:' attr:lC· this was the ii!l.ieth anoiveniary of his mar
tive. 'l'o arrange for them requires a great ried life, and thus, though all anticipated 
amount <>f labor !tom tl.lose who ha\'c tho aomething full of interest and sparklinp: wi1h 
matter in charge, and also lrom ti.le musicians, wu, cot many suspected that a eketeh of hia 
ood those pre,ent never fail to wish thdt a own life would be read. We are grateful that 
much larger n11mbcr wou!d a\'ail tlte:nscl,·cs the closing years of a11cb a life were passed 
ot' this opportu11ity to hc:ir deli'!'lltful mnsic iD our city, aod that bis generous spmpathy 
and assist tho library. was p:i•en in ao large measure to our library 

Tho librari¥o·s roi'<lrt shows t!:at since la~t uaociation. 
April eighty books lia·;o been added to tl:u As we eat.er now upon our sixteenth year, 
libr:iry, lour of winch number wore prcsen:cd. it is well for us to consider what decided stepa 
Twcnry•tl~e numbers ot pcriouic,al3 ham h· : 0 forward we can take. By having 110rne deli
bound. The Atlantic. llarper ~. Scriuner~- nite aim io view, we ~hall be rar more sure of 
Ecle<!t.iC, Po~ulllr ~S~enca_ ~!c-mhlr, Lin~l,i s progress. If after the lapse of live years, we 
anJ two copies 01 :>t. ~,cholaR ,,re tal,cn. may look upon a building of our own erected 
T!.:~:o :::~ ~,1!!0 hoob i:: :!:~ !:!:,co:;:. l.'~: l and at least in great part paid for, we shall , 
log the yeo.r 3A5~ books and 1.0-13 mai:::t• have reason to be sanslied wilh tho work oi 
ziues ha,•e been_ circulated. _Fo_rty•tl\'e •r.cw twenty years. 
members ha.-e J01oed the OiSOC1at1on. . Re8pectfully submittod, 

MARY W. D'OOGE, &crctary. 

11 



A HISTORY OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

-- Frances A. Hannum -- 1948 
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In March, 1866 some thirty representative women of Ann Arbor met 

in the First Presbyterian Church and organized the Ladies' Library 

Association. A constitution was presented, accepted and signed. The 

ladies subscribed $118.00. A Board of fifteen was appointed with Mrs. 

A. E. Kellogg as President. This subscription library was started in 

an upstairs room in the Hangsterfer Block on the southwest corner of 

Washington and Main Streets at a rental of $50.00 a year. Early in 

April, 1866, the Association was incorporated according to law. The 

usual round of entertainments and strawberry festivals brought in 

$453.28 for equipment and books. At the end of the year there were 

79 members, 302 books and total receiots of $780.79. 

Its first birthday was celebrated by a gathering in the Congre

gational Church, at which President Haven delivered an exceedingly 

interesting anniversary address, full of good cheer and encouragement. 

Judge Cooley also made some happy remarks. Fifteen new subscribers 

gave their names. The Argus at this time states that no Association 

in the State has in several years accomplished what has been done in 

one. 

Not yet one year old in January 1867, the library outgrew its 

quarters and was and was moved to a larger room at 22 South Main 

Street over the then First National Bank. 

Mrs. Thomas Cooley became President in 1870 and Mrs. Adams in 

1871. From the beginning in 1866 until April 1873 Mrs. A. H. Hunt 
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acted as Secretary. Mrs. Gilmore was Treasurer from 1867 to 1873. 

Miss Sarah Barry was the first librarian, resigning in 1875 because 

of ill health. 

About 1870, the Ladies' Library Association petitioned the City 

Council to take over the subscription library and make it a public 

library. The Council declined. 

In 1879, when the Board of Education offered to combine the 

school district library (then located in the Court House) wit~ the 

Ladies' Library Association library, the Association declined. 

In 1880, the Ladies purchased a 60 x 132 lot at 324 East Huron 

Street and erected a building in 1885 at a cost of $4,268. Books 

were still circulated on a subscri9tion basis only. In [the fire

place] alcove in this building, the 145 volumes of the library of 

the Daughters of the American Revolution were housed. A real an

tique was also kept in this building -- "a hand painted tortoise 
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shell [fan], the property of Mrs. Ann Allen." What has become of it? 

Who knows? [Note by Alice S. Wethey in 1978: Ann Allen was wife of 

one of the first settlers of Ann Arbor. Her elaborately pierced tor

toise shell fan with its quite sumptuous hand painted floral decora

tion belonged at one time to the Daughters of the American Revolu

tion, having been donated by one of her descendants. In 1908 it was 

displayed in the same fireplace alcove which housed the books of 

the DAR. Still later it became the property of the Washtenaw His

torical Society, whose present headquarters are in the historic Kempf 

House on Division Street, and there was displayed in August 1978]. 
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The Ladies' Library Association was the prime mover in securing 

the present Carnegie library, built in 1905-1906. Through the efforts 

of the Ladies, a Carnegie grant of $20,000 was promised for a library 

building, with the understanding that some governmental unit should 

maintain it at not less than $2,000 a year. Several sites were pro

posed but the final decision had to be made between the Ladies' 

Library Association property at 324 East Huron Street and the corner 

of Huron and Thayer Streets, a part of the High School site. The 

debate waxed strong among the Ladies and the Board of Education and 

also the townspeople. In December, 1903, the Board of Education 

voted 5 to 3 for the present site at Huron and Thayer Streets. The 

Ladies were dissatisfied and the Ann Arbor Daily News for December 

9, 1903 carried the following headline: "The Carnegie Library may 

be killed. The Ladies' Library feels piqued and withdraws the pro

position to join with the School Board." 

Just what happened or what agreement was reached the writer has 

not been able to learn definitely. In December 1904, the High School 

burned. Plans were made for a new school building and the library 

known as the "Public Library" was erected at the same time from Car

negie grants: 

September 1, 1905, Gift from Andrew Carnegie $15,000. 

August 31, 1907, Gift from Andrew Carnegie $15,000. 

A resolution to combine with the Ladies' Library was nassed by the 

Board of Education which was printed in the Ann Arbor News Argus for 

November 15, 1907, as follows: 
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"Board of Education adopted resolution tending to unite Ladies' 

Library with Carnegie Library" 

"The following resolution which would seen to be the solution 

of the library question was offered by President Copeland and unani

mously adopted: 

"Whereas, The members of the Ladies• Library Association initi

ated the movement which has resulted in a beautiful and commodious 

library building, and 

"Whereas, By the terms of the gift and in the nature of things, 

this building should be put to its highest use and made the instru

ment for the dissemination of culture to the greatest possible num

ber of our citiznes, and 

"Whereas, By the duplication of fixed expenses for maintenance, 

to say nothing of the unnecessary duplication of books, the total 

amount which might be expended in increasing the efficiency of the 

combined collections is considerably lessened each year, be it 
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"Resolved, That the Board of Education does herewith invite the 

Ladies' Library Association to join fortunes with the School District 

Library, with the following as a basis for consolidation: 

1. The School District to provide storage, safe keeping and 

repair of books, efficient library administration, janitor service, 

heat and light. 

2. The School District to provi~e and maintain a suitable room 

for the board meetings or other uses of the Ladies' Library Associa

tion. 
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3. The funds of the Ladies' Library Association to be adminis

tered, expended and controlled as now. 
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4. The books owned or hereafter purchased by the Ladies' Library 

Association to be marked with the book-plate of that Association, but 

to be controlled and distributed by the Board of Education in the 

same manner and under the same rules as are the books owned by the 

School District. 

Resolved further, That the Clerk of the Board of Education trans

mit an official copy of this action and invitation to the Ladies' 

Library Association." 

In 1916, the Ladies' Library Association transferred its 5,000 

books to the Public Library and deeded its property at 324 East Huron 

Street to the Board of Education with the following provision: 

"If at any time in the future, the parties to this proposed agree

ment deem it wise, and for the educational advantage of the inhabi

tants of said city, to erect a library building in some suitable place 

to be agreed upon by said parties, then the funds realized or that 

may have been realized, from the sale of the property proposed to be 

deeded, may be applied to that end and used for that purpose." 

The site at 324 East Huron Street was purchased in 1947 by the 

Michigan Bell Telephone Company on which their new offices now stand. 

The Ladies' Library Association is still in existence. At the 

present time (April 1948) Mrs. Philip E. Bursley is President and Mrs. 

John Garrett Winter is Treasurer. During the years that the Ladies' 

Library was circulating its books, the Association received three 
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memorial gifts: 

$1,000 from David Henning in the name of his wife. 

$ 500 from Governor Felch in the name of his wife. 

$3,000 willed by Mrs. Alonzo B. Palmer. 

These funds, a total endowment of $4,500, were invested in bonds 

the interest from which has been used to buy books for the public 

Library. Since 1929, this interest has been used for art books of 

many kinds. Today the Public Library (thanks to the Ladies' Library 

Association) owns an enviable collection of art books valued at more 

than $9,000. The good work of the "Ladies" goes on. 
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A HISTORY OF THE "ENDOWMENT" OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

--Alice Sunderland Wethey, Treasurer 

December 1976. Revised June 1983. 

In 1966 when the Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, had its hundredth anniversary, one of its exhibits in 

the celebration held at the new Public Library on south Fifth 

Avenue was a handbill advertizing the "Tin Wedding", in 1876, of 

the Association. It was a most amusing sheet, which informed 

the public that General and Lady Washington, with many distin

guished guests in costumes of "Ye Olden Times" would be present, 

that tea from Boston Harbor would be sold by Wild Indians, and 

that in addition to other attractions there was to be a "Roll of 

Honor, in which all who desire can inscribe their names, which· 

will be handed down to posterity." Admission was ten cents. 

I am sure that none of us, who were on the board of the 

Ladies' Library in 1966 and involved in arranging the celebra

tion, ever noticed that penultimate item. Consequently, imagine 

our astonishment, when, ten years later in 1976, we were pre

sented with a volume bound in leather, with messages and many 

signatures of those present at that affair, the volume all tied 

up with paper and sealed with wax, with a superscription in the 

hand of Sarah Caswell Angell (Mrs. James Burrill Angell}, that 

it was not to be opened before April 1976. It was the "Roll of 
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Honor". 

In the actual book the "Roll of Honor" was described as 

the "Role of Immortality", which, in our day of jet air travel, 

atomic bombs, instant television reports of men walking on the 

moon, and pictures beamed back to earth from instruments placed 

on Mars, seems a bit superconfident. But it is a touch from 

the past, and we feel an obligation to attempt to pass on the 

touch with a message to those who will come after us in 2076. 

The signatures of our predecessors were those of the prominent 

members of Ann Arbor society and business in that day, as well 

as of members of the faculty of the University of Michigan and 

included signatures and messages from young women belonging to 

the junior and senior classes of the university. The junior 

girls sent this greeting down through the century to the junior 

girls of 1976: "We hope that the next centennial year [the cen

tennial, of course, of the United States] may find in our Univer

sity a larger band of girls than we, wiser for all the progress 

which the world will make in these hundred years to come, but 

still as enthusiastic and earnest as we are, to whom the admis

sion of women to colleges is a new thing and for whom it required 

some heroism to enter upon a University course. We have faith 

that our Alma Mater will ever cherish her daughters as her sons, 

and that before the year nineteen hundred and seventy-six, the 

world will know some great or noble work done by a woman at the 

University of Michigan." Alice Freeman [Palmer], from 1881 to 
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1887 president of Wellesley College, was among the ladies of the 

Class of 1876 who signed a poem written by one of their class

mates. 

Today we have no such membership as is indicated by this 

roster of names. The Association now consists only of the twen

ty active members of our Board and a few emeritae. It is the 

proposal of this member of the Ladies' Library Board, by chance 

President during our own centennial celebration in 1966 and now 

the Treasurer, to put down for our successors the history of the 

"endowment funds" of the Library, which will also explain why 

the organization, which lacks building, books, and reader-member

ship, still exists. 

On April 10, 1871, the secretary, Sarah Welles Hunt [Mrs. 

Alfred H. Hunt] had this to say to the Ladies: "I would earnest

ly recommend for your consideration the propriety of opening a 

subscription for a permanent endowment fund, to which any person 

may contribute from time to time whether in large or small sums 
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(let not the smallest be refused) the money to be placed at inter

est and accumulate till it reaches the sum of at least $1000 and 

then only the annual interest to be expended. To this might be 

added, if thought advisable, all annual donations which are pledged 

by friends of the Library and thus may be laid the foundations of 

a fund which shall be an unfailing resource in time to come." How

ever, such a subscription was never set up, although the treasurers' 

books record lists of donors to special funds, first for the lot and 

later for the building. 
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Mrs. Martin Luther D'Ooge's [Mary Worcester} account of the 

Ann Arbor Ladies' Library Association, published in Adrian, Mich

igan, at the time of the 1876 centennial celebration of the 

founding of an independent America, makes the next mention of an 

"endowment". In 1872, when the Ladies' Library had been in exist

ence only six years, a surplus remained in the Forest Fire Fund 

for relief of Michigan sufferers from the fires of that year. One 

half, to the amount of $505, was given to the Library. Of that, 

in Mrs. D'Ooge's words,"$350 were added to the $50 placed at int

erest the year before, and the whole was reinvested at 10 percent 

interest, as the nucleus of an endowment fund." 

In 1881 the treasurer's report, printed in full in the issue 

of April 13 of the Ann Arbor Register, listed a bequest from the 

estate of E. C. Seaman of $500, which some later commentators 

have stated became part of the "endowment". Its actual history 

is different. Mrs. D'Ooge, in her secretary's report, printed 

in the same issue of the Register, described the action of the 

Ladies as the result of this legacy for the purchase of books. 

"It was judged that ... the usual income from membership fees, 

entertainments, etc., might safely be devoted to the purchase of 

a very desirable lot [at 324 East Huron Street} ... lying just 

west of Dr. [William J.J Herdman's residence, .. , for the sum of 

$1,200, $700 being paid down " The Seaman bequest was in 

bonds of the Leavenworth Gas Co. and actually amounted to only 

$400 when the bonds were sold on July 6 to D[avid] Henning. But 
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in 1882, according to the secretary's minutes, Mr. Henning contrib

uted $100 to the Ladies' Library, because in the interim the price 

of the bonds had risen. On April 14, 1884, the minutes record 

that the Seaman bequest was exhausted. 

Here I must digress a bit from financial history to correct 

a sad mistake. In 1885 the library building was actually erected, 

its architect being, most suitably, the son of a founding member 

of the organization, Mrs. Elihu B. Pond, whose husband as editor 

of the Ann Arbor Argus had from the inception of the idea of a 

public library been a most sympathetic chronicler of the doings 

of the Ann Arbor Ladies' Library Association. Irving K. Pond's 

charming architectural drawings are presented in photographic copy 

with this report, because we have to explain with penitence and 

humility that in our Centennial booklet published in 1966 we 

ascribed the design of the long-vanished library building it 

was demolished in 1946 to make way for the Michigan Bell Telephone 

building -- to a contemporary Detroit architect named Gordon V. 

Lloyd. 

There is some excuse for this muddle because our old records 

are difficult to interpret. There had been several years of nego

tiations over plans. The minutes of April 11, 1881 state that 

"Mrs. [Thomas) Cooley [Mary Elizabeth Horton) presented a plan of 

a library building which she had obtained from Mr. [Gordon W.J 

Lloyd the [Detroit] architect which could be erected for $5000." 

That same month the lot on Huron Street was purchased for $1260, 
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However, the year dragged on with no specific estimates from 

builders until December when several had been received "some too 
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high for consideration, the one for $7,000 was the most acceptable." 

But no progress was made on how to raise the money, and the last 

mention of the Lloyd project seems to have been in January 1885 

when $70 was paid for "plan of building." 

In the meantime a different project had been developing. On 

April 7, 1884, the President "Mrs. (Charles K.] Adams (Abigail 

Disbrow Mudge] showed the Ladies a plan of an inexpensive Library 

building. She had also the specifications for it and a carpen

ter's estimate of the cost which was a little less than $2000." 

No action was taken at that time. A year later on May 4, 1885, 

"the President (still Mrs. Adams] presented a rough plan and 

estimate for a building (by the same architect as the one of the 

year before?]. After some examination of the plan a motion was 

made that the Library Association erect a building on its lot 

(and] was carried, It was understood that the building is to 

conform as nearly as possible to the plan and estimates presented 

with some modifications by way of decoration." The minutes of 

June 1, 1885, mention that the plan was presented by Mr. Pond and 

that the estimate was $2450, The name of the editor of the 

Argus, Mr. Elihu Pond, had frequently figured in the minutes of 

the Library Board, and later readers failed to realize that this 

Mr. Pond was not the editor but his son, Irving K, Pond, a Chicago 

architect . It was decided to add a dressing room in the basement 
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which would bring the estimate to $2650. This time the Ladies 

took action by voting to place a mortgage of $2600 on the property. 

On July 5 the mortgage was taken by Robert Lilly at 7% interest. 

Three months later on October 6,"$25 [was] advanced to Mrs. Adams 

for plan, to be covered by her note." The very next week on Oct

ober 14, 1885, a public reception was held in the completed build

ing! 

This investigator has failed to find any further mention in 

our records of the architect of the building, and not until his 

published drawings were discovered in 1968 in the Inland Architect 

and Builder of 1885 did we learn that our architect was Irving K. 

Pond of Chicago. 

To return to our financial history, after the Annual Meeting 

of 1892 a reception and musical were given in the library to cele

brate the final payment on the debt. The library building with 

its lot had cost $4568, and in the meantime a collection of several 

thousand volumes had been accumulated. It was in 1889 that the 

Association was given the first of the funds that have been describ

ed since as the "endowment funds" -- a gift of $1000 by David 

Henning in memory of his wife Julia Henning. Former Governor 

Alpheus Felch, who died in 1896, is credited with the presentation 

of $300 as a memorial to his wife, but the only description occurs 

in the minutes for April 12, 1897: "Estate of Gov. Felch $300. 00". 

The largest gift, usually described in round numbers as $3000, was 

bequeathed to the Ladies' Library by Mrs. Alonzo B. Palmer [Love 
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Maria Root] and first appears in the account books in 1901, under 

date of May 14 and 16. It consisted of local mortgages valued 

at $1800, Ann Arbor Water Co. bonds to a total of $1000, and the 

remainder in cash. 

For a time these funds, which in all came to $4,300, were 

kept separate. In 1901-1902 we learn that they were all invested 

locally, in several mortgages at 5% and in bonds of the Ann Arbor 

Water Co·. and the Michigan Milling Co., and in each case the fund 

involved was identified as Henning, Felch, or Palmer [though in 

a later hand]. By 1907-1908 the investments had been shifted to 
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a wider circle of businesses: bonds of the Lansing Gas Co., the 

Portage County Drainage Co., the Monroe Gas Co., the Tri-City 

Railway and Light Co., and the Coldwater Gas Co. Again the indiv

idual funds involved were cited. 

And here there must be another digression from a simple fin

ancial history: an account of the Carnegie Library. At the 

April 1902 meeting, the president, Anna Botsford Bach [Mrs. Philip 

Bach] made the proposal that the Association should consider union 

with the city library and a request for financial aid from Mr. 

Andrew Carnegie. Meetings with the Library Committee of the School 

Board confirmed the general favor with which the plan was received. 

The Ladies' Library Board thereupon asked Professor Harry B. Hut

chins, Dean of the University Law School, to draw up and send to 

Mr. Carnegie a request for $20,000. The letter bore the signatures 

of President James B. Angell of the University of Michigan, of 
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Dean Hutchins, of the Mayor of Ann Arbor, of the President of the 

Board of Education, and of the President of the Ladies' Library 

Association. A second letter signed by Mrs. Hutchins and the 

members of the Ladies' Library Board was sent to Mrs. Carnegie. 

By January of 1903 an offer had come from Mr. Carnegie to give 

$20,000 for a new library building on condition that $2,000 annu

ally be provided through some municipal agency for its support. 
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It seemed feasible to unite with the Board of Education in accept

ing the offer, but negotiations stalled when the School Board 

insisted that the building be placed on the High School square. 

The Ladies withdrew. Then the old High School building burned 

down in January 1904, and the new "Public Library" was erected as 

a wing of the new school building. It was paid for from Carnegie 

grants of 1905 and 1907 totalling $30,000. 

As one who passed through the Ann Arbor School system during 

the first World War and afterwards down to 1927, I can add a foot

note to this outcome. The Ladies were right in thinking that the 

general public would consider any library on the High School square 

as only a school library. In my youth that institution was wide-

ly referred to as the "High School Library'', and not until the col

lection was moved into the new building on South Fifth Avenue in 

1957 did the term "Public Library" come into universal use. 

The part of the Ladies' Library in obtaining a Carnegie build

ing was not overlooked by the Board of Education, which passed a 

resolution in November 1907 acknowledging that "the members of the 
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Ladies' Library Association initiated the movement which has re

sulted in a beautiful and commodious library building" and invit

ing the Ladies' Library to join fortunes. In 1916, the fiftieth 

anniversary of the Association, the offer was accepted. 

Inevitably the fortunes of the Ladies' Library, which depend

ed on subscriptions and annual dues, declined with the competition 

of a free public library. From 1909 to 1916 the account books 

are particularly difficult to decipher, though the declining mem

bership is frequently mentioned in the minutes. At the end the 

income failed to cover expenses and the building and books were 

deeded to the Ann Arbor Board of Education. However, the Asso

ciation's "endowment" or "trust fund", as it was occasionally 

termed, was reserved to use for continuing expenditures under the 

Ladies' own control for books for the Public Library. 

In 1919 it can be learned from the account books that some 
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of the investments of 1907-1908 were still in the portfolio. The 

discovery of a packet of old brokers' receipts brought the precise 

information that the bonds of Lansing Gas, Coldwater Fuel, and 

Monroe Gas came due in 1924-26 and were paid off. The $1000 mort

gage bond of the Tri-City Railway and Light (surely an electric 

interurban line), due in 1923, seems to have had its due date 

moved ahead, then certainly defaulted about 1925, a victim of the 

shift in transportation from trolley lines to private cars. With 

such slow-moving investments it is not really strange that on 

November 22, 1922 the Ann Arbor Times News reported that the "endow-
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ment funds" still consisted of $4,300. 

Through the 1920's and early 1930's the investment pattern 

remained very much the same. The Ladies still bought bonds, at 

that period mostly of businesses in Detroit. I have found nota

tions of such diverse investments as a $500 bond of Stroh Products, 

which was called and paid off in full, of $1000 in bonds of the 

Stormfeltz-Loveley commercial building at the corner of Woodward 

and Grand Boulevard, foreclosed in 1937 and finally paid off in 

1947-48 with $955. A $1000 bond of Trumbull Cliffs Furnace was 

called in at its full price. A $1000 bond on the Eaton Tower 

building in Detroit, purchased in 1928 was liquidated in 1936 in 

the aftermath of the Great Crash of the Stock Market in 1929 for 

~239. 60. However, thRt seel!l.s to :'"lave been the last important loss 

that the Ladies took for nearly fifty years. In the 1940's they 

began shifting to preferred stocks and then to common stocks, thus 

at last moving into the main stream of American finance. 

In the Ann Arbor Daily News of May 15, 1930, it was announced 

that the Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor would henceforth 

devote its funds to the purchase of books "relating chiefly to the 

fine arts, rather than with general non-fiction or fiction titles." 

It further said that "every book donated by the association con

tains an engraved bookplate showing from which fund the money was 

used to buy the book: namely, the "Love Maria Palmer" or the 

"Alpheus Felch fund''. This curious report is a garbled version 

of an idea brought up in a meeting of the Ladies' Library Board 
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of September 26, 1916: "It was suggested that books be credited 

to the different funds as follows: Felch, Practical Henning, 

Fiction, ... Palmer, Art ... " In actuality the separate funds 

had long since been merged if not almost forgotten by 1930. The 

new turn in the Association's history was marked in 1931 by the 

adoption of a new constitution, drafted by Mary Campbell Hays 

[Mrs. James Griffith Hays], which stated that "The purpose of 

this association shall be to build up a Fine Arts Library." 

From 1937, when Mrs, John Winter, the Treasurer, reported 

that she had been unable to buy some shares of stock in the name 

of the Association because we were not incorporated, until 1951, 

after Mrs. Winter had resigned from her office, our investments 

were held in her name, In that year we learned that without real 

property we could function perfectly easily as an unincorporated 

charitable body and re-registered our holdings in the name of the 

Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor. 

During the years of World War II there was an unexpected 

accumulation of funds for sheer lack of books to buy because of 

wartime shortages, However, our records will continue to be a 

source of dissatisfaction to later investigators. A bound volume 

exists that lists the purchases and sales of the assets of the 

Ladies' Library only from 1952. It was laid out badly in the 
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first place and by 1974 had become practically illegible with re

peated insertions of material in too small places, I discontinued 

it and now maintain a typed record of all our current holdings. 
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The yearly reports now show very clearly when wny one investment 

entered or left our portfolio and for how much. It was not until 

January 1958 that for the first time the Treasurer presented a 

full listing of our holdings and their original cost, which then 

amounted to nearly $10,000. In October of the same year another 

report showed the current value to be a little more than $13.,000. 

Four years later in March 1962 our assets had increased to more 

than $16,000. The next such statement is dated in July 1965, 

when our intangibles had skyrocketed to move than $27,000. But 

that was· due to an unexpected development. 

The happy and bizarre chapter in our financial history that 

accounts for this fantastic rise in our assets occurred in the 

early 1960's. The agreement of 1916 with the Board of Education 

had contained the provision that in the event that the Ladies' 

Library building was sold and that the funds realized were not 

immediately invested in a new Public Library building, the in

terest from such funds was to revert to the Ladies' Library board. 

Twelve years had passed between the sale of the Ladies' Library 

building to the Michigan Bell Telephone Co. for $12,500, and the 

erection in 1957 of the new Public Library on South Fifth Avenue. 

Our agreement had been lost among the papers of a former secre

tary, Mrs. Ida Finney, papers which were eventually deposited in 

the Michigan Historical Collections along with the papers of her 

husband, Byron Finney. Mrs. Mary Campbell Hays, long the presi

dent of our organization. located the agreement and retrieved it, 

-13-

31 



and then tackled the Board of Education to fulfill their part of 

the bargain. In 1962 we had the first of three yearly $1000 

grants from the School Board, actually paid to the Public Lib

rary but the purchases supervised by us. For those years there

fore we could conserve our own funds and the rising stock market 

did the rest. 
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In those years we made an important discovery. The Ann Arbor 

Public Library could buy books at discounts far below those that 

we could achieve. Consequently in their hands our money bought 

a great many more books than we could buy on our own. Ever since 

we have left the purchase of our books to the staff of the library, 

subject only to supervision and additions by the Book Committee 

of the Ladies' Library Association. The arrangement has immense

ly simplified our financial records. At the present time we mere

ly issue a check twice a year to the Ann Arbor Public Library 

Revolving Fund. 

In 1974 we moved another step toward modernization by chang-

ing our fiscal year of April 1 - March 31 to the calendar year 

January 1 - December 31, to conform with modern business practice. 

Year by year now, beyond the statement of receipts and expenses, 

a chart is presented, as part of the permanent record, of the 

current amount and value of our various equities. By 1979 we 

felt that our funds were invested in virtually fail-proof secur

ities. That year came the disaster to the nuclear power plant at 

Three Mile Island owned by General Public Utilities, in which we 
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had invested about $2,400.00. It precipitated the sale of all of 

our utility stocks whose companies depended in any way on nuclear 

plants. We had a loss of more than $7,000.00. However, in the 

1920's and 1930's the Ladies' losses amounted to nearly a third 

of their capital. In 1979 it amounted to one seventh. 

33 

Our conservative portfolio in 1983 consists entirely of highly 

rated common stocks, all but one listed on the New York Stock Ex

change: Eastman Kodak, Household Finance, Beatrice Foods, Central 

and South West Utilities, Standard Oil of Indiana, Mobil Oil, Safe

way Stores, Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing, Du Pont, Comerica 

(a Detroit Bank, our only "over-the-counter" holding), and the 

Paine-Webber Cash Fund. Safety and good return have been our watch

words and we can take pride in the line of investments which our 

successive treasurers and their committies have chosen. 

Our records show that from 1929 to May 1983 we have contribut

ed $32,958.66 worth of books on the fine arts to the Ann Arbor 

Public Library. In addition, at the end of the Year 1982 the total 

value of our assets was a little more than $62,200.00. We certain

ly have not done badly. 

The endless inflation of the twentieth century compels us to 

keep adding to our capital. Consequently out of a projected income 

in 1983 of something more than $5,000.00 we plan to spend $4,300.00 

on books. The Ladies of 1876 would surely be astonished at the 

amounts of money that we control and disburse more than a century 

later. We hope, that were we able to come back in 2076, we would 
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find that the proceeds of the Ladies' Library funds are bettering 

the pace, year by year, of our present contributions to the Public 

Library. 

As a postscript this Treasurer would like to comment on a 

special oddity of the present financial affairs of our Association: 

the dues of ten cents a year paid by each member of the Board who 

attends the Annual Meeting in the spring. A long commonly-held 

view has been that the amount is a quaint legacy from the nineteenth 

century. A recent theory, that this commentator cannot account for, 

is that they were payable to the hostess of the day. Our minute 

books and treasurers' reports show that the facts are quite differ

ent. In 1916, after the Ladies had made final arrangements to give 

their building and books to the Ann Arbor Board of Education, the 

minutes for July 5 record that "It was voted to reduce annual dues 

after this year from $1.00 to ten cents." Since then each annual 

treasurer's report has listed a small, variable sum labelled "mem

bers'' or "dues". Once only, in 1959, the item is missing: through 

oversight the dues were not collected at that one meeting. It was 

the occasion of the adoption of a new constitution and it is quite 

comical that in the minutes for the Annual Meeting, held on May 

14th of that year, we can read that "the Board voted that the new 

Constitution be adopted. A few articles were discussed, such as 

Article V of the By-Laws, which states that members' annual dues 

will remain one dime. The Board gladly endorsed it for tradition's 

sake." 
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II. 

THE SEVERAL CONSTITUTIONS 

1866 - 1983 



CONSTITUTION OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

1866 

ARTICLE I 

This Association shall be known by the name of the Ladies' 

Library Association of Ann Arbor. 

ARTICLE II 

The object of this Association shall be to establish and main

tain a Library, to afford and encourage useful and entertaining 

reading, and other means of moral and intellectual improvement in 

the city of Ann Arbor. 

ARTICLE III 

The officers of this Association shall consist of fifteen 

ladies, from whom shall be elected annually a President, Vice

President, Secretary, Collector and Treasurer. 

ARTICLE IV 

The members of the Board shall be elected annually to serve 

three years. But of the Board elected at the time of organizing, 

five shall serve one year, five two years, and five three years, 

the length of term to be decided by lot. 

ARTICLE V 

It shall be the duty of the President and in her absence the 

Vice-President, to preside at all meetings of the Association and 

and of the Board of Directors. She shall call special meetings 
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of the Board of Directors, upon the written application of three 

of its members, and of the Association upon the written application 

of seven of its members or of either, when in her judgment the 

interests of the Association demand it. 

ARTICLE VI 
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It shall be the duty of the Secretary to make and keep a record 

of the proceedings of the Association, and of the Board of Directors 

to be read at the following meeting. She shall cause a notice of 

the Annual and special meetings of the Association to be published 

in one or more of the city papers, or posting at the Library Room, 

in a conspicuous place, or by such other method as shall be deter

mined by the Board of Directors. She shall maintain such correspond

ence as may advance the interests of the Association, and keep a 

memorandum of all letters received by her subject to call from the 

Board of Directors, and shall present a report at each annual 

meeting. 

ARTICLE VII 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all monies 

belonging to the Association or donated for its benefit, subject 

to the order of the Board of Directors signed by the President and 

Secretary. She shall keep an account of her receipts and disburse

ments, and hold herself in readiness to make a statement of the 

condition of the Treasury upon call of the President. She shall 

make a full report to the Association at the Annual Meeting, and 

to the Board of Directors quarterly. She shall give security to 
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the Association in a sum not to exceed one thousand, or less than 

three hundred dollars. 

ARTICLE VIII 
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All the business and property of the Association shall be con

fided to the Board of Directors with authority to devise and execute 

such measures as are calculated to promote the interests of the 

Association. 

The meetings of the Board shall be held monthly, at such time 

and such places they shall choose, nine of the members constituting 

a quorum for the transaction of business. Any member of the Board 

absenting herself from its regular meetings for more than two suc

cessive months without giving satisfactory reasons therefore, shall 

forfeit her membership in the same, and her place may be declared 

vacant. All vacancies shall be filled by special meetings of the 

Association. 

The Board of Directors shall have no power to contract debts 

or to sell the property of the Association, except by consent of 

the same expressed by a vote of two thirds of its members present 

at any regularly appointed meeting of the Association. 

ARTICLE IX 

The board shall choose from its members a Committee of three, 

whose duty it shall be to examine all books presented to the Library, 

also to purchase new books as the funds of the Association shall 

warrant, their selections subject to approval by the Board. 
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ARTICLE X 

It shall be the duty of the Board to appoint a suitable person 

for Librarian who shall be accountable to them for the proper dis

charge of her duties. 

She shall keep a book in which the name of each member of the 

Association shall be registered. She shall number and register the 

books in their proper order, each with the class to which it belongs; 

she shall not allow any person to draw from the Library more than 

one book at a time except when there is more than one volume of 

the same work, each volume containing less than three hundred pages; 

she shall keep a strict account with each member and not allow any 

person to draw a book while any are charged against them. It shall 

be her duty to be present at the Library one day in each week at 

such hours as the Board of Directors shall determine and to submit 

her accounts to the Committee on books any month. An assistant 

shall be provided at her request. Persons retaining books more 

than two weeks shall pay one Dime for any additional week, and 

any books lost or injured shall be paid for according to assessment 

by the Board. 

ARTICLE XI 

Any lady subscribing her name to this constitution and paying 

an admission fee of three dollars may be elected a member of this 

Association, subject to an annual tax of one dollar to be paid in 

advance. 

ARTICLE XII 

Any gentleman by paying the sum of three dollars shall be 
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entitled to the privilege of drawing books from the Library for 

one year. 

ARTICLE XIII 

Any Gentleman by contributing the sum of Fifty Dollars to the 

funds of this Association shall be made an honorary member for 

life, and be constituted an advisory member of the Board of Direc

tors. 

ARTICLE XIV 

This Constitution may be amended at any annual meeting of the 

Association, by a vote of two thirds of the members present. 

ARTICLE X.V 

The Annual Meetings of this Association shall be held on the 

second Monday in April. 

ARTICLE X.VI 

The members of this Association may assemble socially for 

mu.tual improvement at their pleasure. 

ARTICLE XVII 

This Association may enact such ByLaws as circumstances may 

require provided they do not conflict with this Constitution. 

ARTICLE X.VIII 

A portion of Scripture shall be read at each meeting in the 

order and by whom the President shall direct. 

Adopted April 9th, 1866. 

We the undersigned subscribe our names to this Constitution. 
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Mrs. A. E. Kellogg Mrs. Norman Chapin 

Mrs. A. H. Hunt Mrs. Sibyl Lawrence 

Mrs. Merritt Mrs. C. H. Richmond 

Mrs. Cooley Mrs. J. s. Swathel 

Mrs. s. Denton Miss Ella Ellis 

Mrs. John Maynard Mrs. Andrew De Forest 

Mrs. Henriques Mrs. s. E. Sager 

Mrs. H. w. Welles Mrs. Martin Clark 

Mrs. Wm. Sinclair Mrs. C. H. Millen 

Mrs. E. Wells Mrs. C. B. Porter 

Mrs. J. F. Miller Mrs. Lizza Sutherland 

Mrs. s. H. Douglass Mrs. Abby Maynard 

Mrs. J. F. Jennings Mrs. o. H. Fenley 

Mrs. s. N. Henion Mrs. G. D. Hile 

Mrs. L. B. Gilmore Mrs. s. Beakes 

Miss Kate Hale Mrs. D. Henning 

Miss Laura Fuller 

By Laws (1866-1880) 

ARTICLE I 

The Officers of this Association shall make a full and com

plete report of all, or any of their proceedings, upon the written 

application to the President of any seven members of the Associa

tion. 

ARTICLE II 

The Secretary shall keep complete and separate records of 
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the proceedings of the Association and of the Board of Directors, 

and shall at all meetings of the Board, call the roll, and note 

the absence of any member, and immediately upon the opening of 

each meeting, whether of the Association or of the Board of Direc

tors, read from the books kept by her the proceedings of the next 

preceding meeting of the body assembled. 

ARTICLE III 

All moneys due from members or other persons entitled to draw 

books, on account of membership, annual tax, or fines imposed, 

shall be paid, whenever the indebtedness accrues to the Treasurer, 

and any person neglecting or refusing to pay amount so due, or 
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any part thereof, for one month after being notified of such indebt

edness by the Treasurer, shall forfeit all privileges of the Library, 

until such indebtedness shall be paid, and the time for paying the 

Annual tax shall be at the Annual Meeting, which shall be held on 

the second Monday in April of each year. 

ARTICLE IV 

All elections of Officers of this Association shall be by 

Ballot of the members of this Association. The candidate receiv

ing the largest number of votes shall be declared elected. 

ARTICLE V 

All committees appointed by the Association or Board of Direc

tors shall report as soon as practicable, and unless otherwise 

prescribed at the time of their appointment shall cease to exist 

as cornrnittes, whenever their reports are made to the body appointing 

them. 
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ARTICLE VI (April 13, 1868) 

These By Laws may be amended at any regular meeting of the 

Board. 

ARTICLE VII 

No book shall be reserved by the Librarian for any individual 

member if such book has already been called for, but shall be 

delivered to the first applicant. 

ARTICLE VIII (April 17, 1871) 

Strangers and citizens who are not members may draw.books on 

depositing two dollars, or the value of one book, with the Librar

ian, and paying one dollar quarterly; the two dollars to be re

turned whenever said person or persons shall cease to draw. 

ARTICLE IX (April 7, 1873) 

New works of Fiction must be returned at the end of two weeks 

and may not be renewed. Magazines may not be retained longer than 

one week. 

ARTICLE X (Oct. 1st, 1878) 

Books shall be drawn by the use of the cards provided for that 

purpose. 

ARTICLE XI (October 1878) 

Each book shall be kept with its own division and with its own 

number, the number to be kept legible on the backs of the books. 

ARTICLE XII (October 1878) 

The books shall be examined by Divisions, one or two Divisions 
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a month, until the whole library is examined and then the condition 

reported annually to the Board. 

ARTICLE XIII (April 1880) 

Special meetings of the members of the Association may at any 

time be called by the president and secretary for the transaction 

of business in which the consent or cooperation of the members 
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shall be necessary or desirable and shall be called by such officers 

whenever a written request to that effect shall be presented to 

them signed by any 3 directors or 10 members. Notice of any 

meeting shall be given by publication in at least one of the Ann 

Arbor papers three days or more before the time fixed therefor, and 

by posting in the library room for at least one day while it is 

regularly open for the drawing of books, or by addressing a card 

or circular to the several members through the mail. 

(Transcribed from photostats of the original minutes gy Alice S. 

Wethey, May 1966. Recopied April 1984). 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 

1887 

ARTICLE 1. This Association shall be known as the "LADIES'LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR." 

ARTICLE 2. The object of this Association shall be to establish 

and maintain a Library, and to afford other means of moral, intel

lectutal, and social improvement. 

ARTICLE 3. The corporate powers shall be vested in a Board of 

fifteen directors, five of whom shall be elected at each annual 

meeting, and shall hold their office for three years and until 

their successors are elected: Provided, That the said Board of 

Directors shall not contract debts, nor sell any property of the 

Association, except in pursuance of a vote of the same at a regular 

meeting. 

ARTICLE 4. The officers shall be a President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer who shall also be Collector, and shall be 

elected from the Directors at each annual meeting. All vacancies, 

either of officers or directors, occuring during the year, shall 

be filled by the Board. 

ARTICLE 5. The President, and in her absence the Vice-President, 

shall preside at all meetings of the Association and of the Direc

tors. She shall call special meetings of the Association by order 

of the Board of Directors, or upon the written application of three 
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members; or of either, when in her judgment the interests of the 

Association demand it. 

ARTICLE 6. The Secretary shall perform the usual duties pertain

ing to that office, and shall present a report at each annual meet

ing, and whenever called for by the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE 7. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys for this Asso

ciation, and disburse the same on the order of the Board of Direc

tors, signed by the Secretary. She shall keep an account of the 

receipts and disbursements, and make a report thereof to the Asso

ciation annually; to the Board of Directors quarterly, and more 

often if required; and shall give such security for the faithful 

discharge of her duties as the Directors shall require. 

ARTICLE 8. The Board of Directors shall meet monthly, and nine 

members shall constitute a quorum. If any member of the Board 

shall absent herself from its regular meetings for more than two 

successive months, without giving satisfactory reason therefore, 

her place may be declared vacant. 

ARTICLE 9. The Board if Directors shall designate three of their 

number as a Book Committee, with power to select and purchase books, 

subject to the approval of the Board. They shall also appoint a 

Librarian, and Assistant Librarian if deemed necessary, and define 

their duties. 
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ARTICLE 10. Any lady may become a member of the Association by 

subscribing to this Constitution and paying an admission fee of three 
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dollars. Each member shall also be subject to a yearly tax of one 

dollar, the same to be paid in advance, at or before each annual 

meeting. 

ARTICLE 11. Any gentleman contributing fifty dollars to the funds 
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of this Association shall be made an honorary life member, and be 

constituted an advisory member of the Board of Directors. Any 

gentleman paying the same fee and tax as is required of lady members 

shall be entitled to the privilege of the Library. 

ARTICLE 12. A portion of Scripture shall be read at each meeting, 

in the order and by whom the President shall direct. 

ARTICLE 13. The annual meeting of this Association shall be held 

on the second Monday in April, and the Secretary shall give such 

notice thereof, and also of special meetings, as the by-laws shall 

prescribe. 

ARTICLE 14. The Board of Directors may make such by-laws as they 

shall deem necessary, not inconsistent with this Constitution, and 

amend the same at pleasure. 

ARTICLE 15. This Constitution may be amended at any annual meeting 

by a two-thirds vote of the members present. 

At the annual meeting held in April, 1878, Article 10 was 

amended so as to read: 

Any lady subscribing her name to this constitution and paying 

an admission fee of one dollar, may be elected a member of this 
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association, subject to an annual tax of one dollar to be paid in 

advance. 

At the annual meeting held April, 1887, Article 3 was amended 

so as to read: 

The corporate powers shall be vested in a Board of eighteen 

directors, six of whom shall be elected at each annual meeting, it 

being understood that the three additional members be young ladies. 

(Transcribed from the Catalogue of the Ladies' Library Association 

of Ann Arbor, Michigan, Sixth edition, 1887~ pp. 5-7, by Alice S. 

Wethey, May 1966; recopied April 1984). 
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CONSTITUTION OF 1903 (?) 

A small typed memorandum, clipped to a letter of February 

9, 1937 from the Michigan Corporation and Securities Commission 

in Lansing, Michigan, states that the Ladies' library Association 

was incorporated in 1866 under the act for libraries and lyceums. 

Expired in 1902. Re-incorporated under a new constitution which 

was adopted March 3, 1903. All legal requirements fulfilled. 

Book 5, page 69 ff. Both constitution and articles of incorpor

ation have disappeard. 

The letter to which the memorandum was clipped is addressed 

to Mrs. Theophile Raphael, and states that "we can find no 

record of the Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor on file 

here." 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

1931 

ARTICLE I. 

The name of the association shall b~: The Ladies' Library 

Association. 

ARTICLE II. Purpose. 

The purpose of this association shall be to build up a Fine 

Arts Library. 

ARTICLE III. Membership. 

Section 1. The membership of this Association shall be limit

ed to a board of 20 members, from whom shall be chosen a President, 

Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Chairman of the Book 

Committee, the annual dues to be ten cents. 

Section 2. The names of new members for the board may be pro

posed at the annual meeting by any member. 

ARTICLE IV. Meetings. 

There shall be an annual meeting in April at which shall be 

given all reports for the year, and election of new members and 

officers held. 
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Special meetings shall be called at the President's discretion. 

ARTICLE V. Quorum. 

A quorum shall consist of 6 members. 
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ARTICLE VI. Length of Office. 

The President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 

Chairman of the Book Committee shall be elected by ballot for a 

term of one year each. 

ARTICLE VII. Duties of Officers. 

The President shall preside at all meetings, and shall call 

meetings when necessary. She shall confer with the Chairman of 

the Finance and Book Committees about members of those committees. 

The Vice-President shall fulfill the duties of the President 

in her absence. 

The Secretary shall record the minutes of all meetings. 

The Treasurer shall receive, conserve, and disburse all funds 

and act as Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

The Chairman of the Book Committee shall choose, after con

sulting with the President, the three members of her committee, 

with whom she shall meet, spring and fall, for the purpose of 

selecting the books to be purchased. 

[Composed by Mary Campbell Hays] 

Adopted April 27, 1931. 

(Transcribed by Alice S. Wethey, May 1966 and April 1984). 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

1959 

ARTICLE I, Name. 

The name of this association shall be THE LADIES' LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION. 

ARTICLE II, Purpose. 

The purpose shall be to build up a Fine Arts Collection of 

books and magazines to be deposited in the Ann Arbor Public Library. 

ARTICLE III, Membership. 

Membership shall be of two kinds: active and emeritus. 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I, Meetings. 

The annual meeting shall be held the last Friday in April at 

which time annual reports shall be submitted in writing by all 

elected officers with such other reports as the President may deem 

desirable. 

The President shall call a second meeting sometime in October. 

Special meetings may be called by the President or by two members 

of the executive committee whenever necessary. 

ARTICLE II, Quorum. 

A quorum shall consist of eight members. 

ARTICLE III, Amendments 

These by-laws may be amended at the annual meeting, provided 
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notice of the proposed changes had been given at the October meeting. 

ARTICLE IV, Officers. 

The officers shall consist of the President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, Treasurer and Chairman of the Book Committee and shall 

hold office for a term of one year. The nominating committee shall 

prepare a ballot of officers and proposals for new members at the 

annual meeting. 

ARTICLES V, Dues. 

The dues shall be ten cents a year, payable at the annual 

meeting. 

ARTICLE VI, Membership. 

Active members shall be limited to twenty members resident in 

Ann Arbor, nominated in April, voted on in October. Emeritus mem

bership shall be confined to women who have served ten years or 

more on the Board. A member may become emeritus by her own choice 

or by vote of the Board. They shall be notified of all meetings 

and may attend them but shall have no vote. They shall be entitled 

to all reports or publications of the Board. They shall pay no 

dues. 

ARTICLE VII, Duties. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board. She 

shall appoint a nominating committee of three members to serve 

throughout the year. In consultation with the Treasurer she shall 

appoint two members to the Finance Committee and with consultation 

with the Chairman of the Book Committee she shall appoint two members 
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to that Committee. She may appoint such other committees or repre

sentatives of the Board to civic affirs as she deems desirable. 

She shall serve on all committees ex officio except the nominating 

committee. 

The Vice-President shall perform all the duties of the Presi-

dent in her absence. 

The Secretary shall notify the members of all meetings, keep 

the minutes of all meetings and maintain the membership roll. 

The Treasurer shall receive, conserve and disburse all funds 

of the Association. She shall act as chairman of the finance com

mittee and at the end of the fiscal year obtain an audit of her 

books. 

The Chairman of the Book Committee shall with her Committee 

select the books to be purchased during the year according to the 

status of the Treasurary. She shall keep an up-to-date file of 
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the books so purchased and deposit the books in the Ann Arbor Public 

Library. 

The Executive Committee shall consist of all elected officers 

and shall convene on the call of the President to transact any 

necessary business in the interim between meetings. 

The Finance Committee shall advise with the Treasurer on the 

assets of the Association. No stocks or bonds may be bought or 

sold without the consent of the Finance Committee. 

ARTICLE VIII, Depositories. 

The depositories of the Association shall be a bank for the 
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monies, a safety deposit box for securities and legal and rare docu

ments, and the Michigan Historical Collections for such records as 

the Association may wish to preserve there. An historian appointed 

by the President for a term of three years shall act as curator 
/ 

of such records and write a history of the Association at fitting 

times. 

[composed by Helen Bates Van Tyne] 

Amended in 1961 as follows: 

ARTICLE I. The Annual Meeting shall be held during the second 

half of April. 

ARTICLE VI. Active members shall be limited to twenty members 

resident in Ann Arbor, nominations to be made at any meeting and 

voted on at the next. 

Amended in 1969 as follows: 

ARTICLE I. There shall be two meetings each year, one in the spring 

and one in the fall. 

[Transcribed by Alice Sunderland Wethey, April 1984] 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 

April 9, 1983 

1. Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor is this Associa

tions's name. 

2. This Association's sole purpose shall be to build up a 

Fine Arts Collection of books and magazines for and in the Ann 

Arbor Public Library. 

3. This organization is formed exclusively for this charit

able and educational purpose. The Association's dues and earnings 

shall not inure to the benefit of any member, officer, or private 

person. The dues and net earnings shall be used solely to make 

purchases for the Ann Arbor Public Library and to pay administra

tive expenses incurred in the furtherance of the Association's 

tax exempt purpose. Thus, this Association is limited to spending 

money for education, charitable and literary purposes within the 

meaning of Section S0l(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

4. This Association shall not carry on propaganda or other

wise attempt to influence legislation. The Association also shall 

not in any way participate in any political campaign on behalf of 

any candidate for public office. 

5. The Association's mailing address shall be: Ann Arbor 

Public Library, 343 South Fifth Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48104. 
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6. The Association's Executive Committee shall consist of 

the Association's elected officers. As further delineated in 

the Association's Bylaws, the Association's elected officers shall 

be the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 

Chairman of the Book Committee. The President shall convene the 

Executive Committee whenever necessary to conduct business. 

7. If the Association ever decides to dissolve, after paying 

57 

or providing for the payment of all its liabilities, the Associa

tion must distribute all its assets to the Ann Arbor Public Library. 

If the Association cannot make such a distribution, it must dis

tribute the money to one or more organizations which qualify as 

exempt under Section S0l(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code or the 

corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue 

Law. 

BYLAWS 

ARTICLE I - MEETINGS 

The annual meeting shall be held the last Friday in April, at 

which time annual reports shall be submitted in writing by all 

elected officers with such other reports as the President may deem 

desirable. 

The President shall call a second meeting sometime in October. 

Special meetings may be called by the President or by two members 

of the Executive Committee whenever necessary. 
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ARTICLE II - QUORUM 

A quorum shall consist of eight members. 

ARTICLE III - AMENDMENTS 

These bylaws may be amended at the annual meeting, provided 

notice of the proposed changes had been given at the October 

meeting. 

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS 

The officers shall consist of the President, Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer and Chairman of the Book Committee and shall 

hold office for a term of one year. The Nominating Committee 

shall prepare a ballot of officers and proposals for new members 

for the annual meeting. 

ARTICLE V - DUES 

The dues shall be ten cents a year, payable at the annual 

meeting. 

ARTICLE VI - MEMBERSHIP 

Active members shall be limited to twenty members resident 

in Ann Arbor, nominated in April, voted on in October. Emeritus 

membership shall be confined to women who have served ten years 

or more on the Board. A member may become emeritus by her own 

choice or by vote of the Board. They shall be notified of all 

meetings and may attend them but shall have no vote. They shall 

be entitled to all reports or publications of the Board. They 

shall pay no dues. 
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ARTICLE VII - DUTIES 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board. 

She shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three members to serve 

throughout the year. In consultation with the Treasurer she shall 

appoint two members to the Finance Committee and with consulta

tion with the Chairman of the Book Committee she shall appoint 

two members to that Committee. She may appoint such other commit

tees or representatives of the Board to civic affairs as she deems 

desirable. She shall serve on all co~.mittees ex officio except 

the Nominating Committee. 

The Vice President shall perform all the duties of the Presi

dent in her absence. 

The Secretary shall notify the members of all meetings, keep 

the minutes of all meetings and maintain the membership roll. 

The Treasurer shall receive, conserve and disburse all funds 

of the Association. She shall act as Chairman of the Finance 

Committee and at the end of the fiscal year, obtain an audit of 

her books. 

The Chairman of the Book Committee shall with her Committee 

select the books to be purchased during the year, according to 

the status of the Treasury. She shall keep an up-to-date file 

of the books so purchased and deposit the books in the Ann Arbor 

Public Library. 

The Executive Committee shall consist of all elected officers 

and shall convene on the call of the President to transact any 
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necessary business in the interim between meetings. 

The Finance Committee shall advise with the Treasurer on 

the assets of the Association. No stocks or bonds may be bought 

or sold without the consent of the Finance Committee. 

ARTICLE VIII - DEPOSITORIES 

The depositories of the Association shall be a bank for the 

monies, a safety box for securities and legal and rare documents, 

and the Michigan Historical Collections for such records as the 

Association may wish to preserve there. A historian appointed by 

the President for a term of three years shall act as curator of 

such records and write a history of the Association's activities 

at fitting times. 

ATTACP.MENT 

Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor 
343 South Fifth Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48104 

April 29, 1983 

Marci Westerman states that the attached Articles of Associa

tion and Bylaws are complete and accurate copies of the original 

documents for the Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, that 

she is the President of this Association, and that she has the 

authority to sign for the organization 

(signed) Marci Westerman, President. 

[Composed by Mr. Essel W. Bailey, Jr., Attorney-at-Law] 
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III. 

THE PRESIDENTS, SECRETARIES AND TREASURERS 

OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

1866 -- 1986 

CHART OF THE OFFICE-HOLDERS 

1930 -- 1986 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

1. Mrs. A. E. Kellog 1866-1870 4 

2. Mrs. Thomas M. Cooley . 1870-1871 1 

3. Mrs. Charles K. Adams . 1871-1873 2 

4. Mrs. Alfred H. Hunt . 1873-1875 2 

5. Mrs. James B. Angell 1875-1878 3 

6. Mrs. Charles K. Adams 1878-1886 8 

7. Mrs. J. M. Wheeler 1886-1891 5 

8. Miss Kate N. Hale 1891-1894 3 

9. Mrs. Alonzo B. Palmer . . 1894-1895 1 

10. Mrs. Wooster w. Beeman 1895-1897 2 

11. Mrs. Harry B. Hutchins 1897-1902 5 

12. Mrs. Philip Bach 1902-1906 4 

13. Mrs. Victor c. Vaughan 1906-1908 2 

14. Mrs. Warren P. Lombard 1908-1909 1 

15. Mrs. Albert Prescott • 1909 1 

16. Mrs. Warren P. Lombard . 1909-1910 2 

17. Mrs. Junius E. Beal 1910-1913 3 

18. Mrs. William H. Hobbs 1913 1 

19. Mrs. Warren P. Lombard . . . 1913-1923 10 

20. Mrs. J. F. Lawrence . 1923-1928 5 

21. Mrs. G. Carl Huber 1928-1932 4 

22. Mrs. Philip E. Bursley 1932-1936 4 

23. Mrs. G. Carl Huber 1936-1944 8 

24. Mrs. Philip E. Bursley . 1944-1948 4 

25. Mrs. Edward L. Adams . 1948-1951 3 

26. Mrs. J. Griffith Hays . 1951-1958 7 

27. Mrs. Cameron Haight 1958-196~ 2 

28. Mrs. William B. Frayer 1960-1963 3 

29. Mrs. James M. Plumer . 1963-1965 2 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

30. Mrs. Harold E. Wethey 1965-1967 2 

31. Mrs. John Alexander 1967-1969 2 

32. Mrs. Arno Bader 1969-1971 2 

33. Miss Helen Hall 1971-1973 2 

14. Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden 1973 1 

15. Mrs. Millard Pryor 1973-1975 2 

16. Mrs. Hayward Keniston 1975-1977 2 

37. Mrs. George Cameron . 1977-1979 2 

38. Mrs. R. Perry Innes . 1979-1981 2 

39. Mrs. Robert M. Oneal 1981-1983 2 

40. Mrs. Scott Westerman 1983-1986 3 

41. Mrs. Kirby Hall 1986-1988 2 

42. Mrs. David Huntington 1988-

(compiled by Alice s. Wethey) 



SECRETARIES OF THE LADIES~ LIER.ARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

(Not checked at the Bentley Library for period 1886-1904) 

1. Mrs. Alfred H. Hunt 

2. Mrs. Martin Luther D'Ooge 

3. Mrs. Wooster Beman 

4. Mrs. Anna B. Gelston 

5. Mrs. Byron Finney 

1908 - pro-tern 
1909 - pro-tern 
1910 - pro-tern 

Mrs. W. H. Wait 
Mrs. w. H. Wait 
Mrs. G. Carl Huber 

6. Mrs. Hugo P. Thieme 

7. Mrs. Campbell Bonner 

Interregnum 

1935-1936 - pro-tern Mrs. J. Griffith Hays 
1936-1937 - pro-tern Mrs. Hugo P. Thieme 
1937-1938 - pro-tern M.rs. J. Griffith Hays 

8. Mrs. Theophile Raphael 

1940 - pro-tern Mrs. J. Griffith Hays 
1941, 1942, 1943 minutes are missing 

9. Mrs. Horace Dodge 

10. Mrs. Harold Wethey 

1956 - pro-tern Mrs. Horace Dodge 

11. Mrs. Charles Vibbert 

12. Mrs. James Plumer 

1961-1962 - pro-tern Mrs. Charles Vibbert 

13. Mrs. Philip Youtz 

14. Mrs. Arno Bader 

15. Mrs. John McKevitt 

16. Mrs. George Cameron 

1969 - spring - pro-tern Mrs. Harold Wethey 

17. Mrs. David Huntington 

18. Mrs. Robert Oneal 

19. Mrs. Scott Westerman 

20. Mrs. James Gramentine 

21. Mrs. Cameron Haight 

22. Mrs. Amnon Rosenthal 

23. Miss Frances McSparran 

1866-1873 

1876-1886 

1886- ? 

? -1904 

1904-1927 

1927-1931 

1931-1935 

1938-1945 

1945-1954 

1954-1958 

1958-1961 

1961-1963 

1963-1964 

1964-1965 

1965-1967 

1967-1971 

1971-1975 

1975-1978 

1978-1980 

1980-1982 

1982-1984 

1984-1988 

1988-

7 

13 

23 

3 

4 

7 

9 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

4 

64 



TREASURERS OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

1. Miss Kale Hale, 1966-1867 

2. Mrs. Lewis B. Gilmore, 1867-1873 

3. Mrs. Moses Coit Tyler, 1873-1881 

4. Mrs. Celia A. Jaycox, 1881-1895 

5. Miss Alice Douglas, 1895-1929 

6. Mrs. Philip Bursley, 1929-1931 

7. Mrs. John Winter, 1931-1950 

8. Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden, 1950-1958 

9. Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, 1958-1963 

10. Mrs. R. Perry Innes, 1963-1965 

11. Mrs. Cameron Haight, 1965-1967 

12. Mrs. John McKevitt, 1967-1969 

13. Mrs. Howard H. Peckham, 1969-1973 

14. Mrs. Harold E. Wethey, 1973-1986 

15. Mrs. Jonathan Bulkley 1986-1988 

16. Mrs. Robert Oneal 1988-

1 

6 

8 

14 

24 

2 

19 

8 

5 

2 

2 

2 

4 

13 

2 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR OFFICE HOLDERS 

1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 

PRESIDENT Huber Huber Bursley Bursley Bursley 

VICE-PRES Lawrence Thieme Thieme Thieme Thieme 

SECRETARY Thieme Bonner Bonner Bonner Bonner 

TREASURER Bursley lvinter Winter Winter Winter 

CHAIRMAN Parker Hays Hays· Hays Hays BOOK COM. 

1935-36 1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 

PRESIDENT Bursley Huber Huber Huber Huber 

VICE-PRES Thieme Thieme Thieme Thieme Thieme 

SECRETARY Hays Hays Thieme Raphael Raphael 
pro-tern ero-tem oro-tem 

TREASURER Hinter t,vinter Winter "\'linter Winter 

CHAIRMAN Hays Hays Hays Hays Hays 
BOOK COM. 

1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 

PRESIDENT Huber Huber Huber Huber Bursley 

VICE-PRES Thieme Thieme Thieme Thieme Thieme 

SECRETARY Hays minutes minutes minutes Raphael 
:ero-tem missing- missing missin9: pro-tern 

TREASURER Winter v7inter Winter Winter "\\Tinter 

CHAIRMAN Hays Hays Hays Hays Hays 
BOOK COM. 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR OFFICE HOLDERS ...._,,-

1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 

PRESIDENT Bursley Bursley Bursley Adams Adams 

VICE-PRES Thieme Thieme Pattengill Pattengill Pattengill 

SECRETARY Dodge Dodge Dodge Dodge Dodge 

TREASURER v7inter Winter Winter Winter Winter 

CHAIRMAN Hays Hays Bursley Bursley Bursley 
BOOK COM. 

1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 

PRESIDENT Adams Hays Hays Hays Hays 

VICE-PRES Pattengill Pattengill Frayer Frayer Frayer 

SECRETARY Dodge Dodge Dodge Dodge Wethey 

TREASURER Hayden Hayden Hayden Hayden Hayden 

CHAIRMAN Bursley Bursley Haight Haight Haight 
BOOK COM. 

1955-56 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 1959-60 

PRESIDENT Hays Hays Hays Haight Haight 

VICE-PRES Frayer Frayer Frayer Frayer Dodge 

SECRETARY Wethey Dodge ivethey Vibbert Vibbert 
ro-tem 

TREASURER Hayden Hayden Hayden Van Tyne Van Tyne 

CHAIRMAN Haight Haight Haight H. Hall H. Hall 
BOOK COM. 
REPRESEN. President ex-officio or her appointee from 1959-60; Haight 
LIB.COON. made a separate elective office from 1978. 

\,,__,,-
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR OFFICE HOLDERS 

1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64 1964-65 

PRESIDENT Frayer Frayer Frayer Frayer Frayer 

VICE-PRES Dodge Dodge Dodge Alexander Alexander 

SECRETARY Vibbert Plumer Vibbert Youtz Bader 
ro-tem 

TREASURER Van Tyne Van Tyne Van Tyne Innes Innes 

CHAIRMAN Wethey Wethey 
BOOK COM. 

Wethey Collins Collins 

REPRESEN. Alexander Alexander Frayer Plumer Plumer 
LIB.COUN. 

1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70 

PRESIDENT Wethey Wethey Alexander Alexander Bader 

VICE-PRES Alexander Alexander Keniston Keniston Keniston 

SECRETARY McI<evitt McKevitt Cameron Cameron Cameron 

TREASURER Haight Haight McKevitt McKevitt Peckham 

CHAIRMAN Collins Collins Bader Bader Collins 
BOOK COM. 
REPRESEN. Plumer Plumer Keniston Keniston Innes 
LIB.COUN. 

1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 

PRESIDENT Bader H. Hall H. Hall Hayden Pryor 

VICE-PRES Keniston Cameron Cameron Mellencamp Mellencamp 

SECRETARY Cameron Huntington Huntington Huntington Huntington 

TREASURER Peckham Peckham Peckham wethey Wethey 

CHAIRMAN 
BOOK COM.Mellencamp Mellencamp Mellencamp Wunsch Wunsch 

REPRESEN. Innes 
LIB.COUN. 

H. Hall H. Hall H. Hall Westerman 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR OFFICE HOLDERS 

1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 

PRESIDENT Pryor Keniston Keniston Cameron Innes 

VICE- PRES Mellencamp Collins Collins Collins Oneal 

SECRETARY Oneal Oneal Oneal Westerman Westerman 

TREASURER Wethey Wethey Wethey Wethey Wethey 

CHAIRMAN Innes Innes Innes Innes O'Brien BOOK COM. 
REPRESEN. Westerman Westerman Westerman K. Hall K. Hall 
LIB.COUN. --·--

1980-81 1981-82 1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 

PRESIDENT Innes Oneal Oneal Westerman Westerman 

VICE-PRES Oneal Westerman Westerman K. Hall K. Hall 

SECRETARY Grarnantine Gramantine Haight Haight Rosenthal 

TREASURER Wethey Wethey Wethey Wethey Wethey 

CHAIRMAN O'Brien Collins Collins Collins Bulkley 
BOOK COM. 
REPRESEN. K. Hall K. Hall K. Hall Innes Innes 
LIB.COON. 

1985-86 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 

PRESIDENT ·westeman K. Hall I<. Hall 

VICE-PRES K. Hall Huntington Huntington 

SECRETARY Rosenthal Rosenthal Rosenthal 
---

TREASURER Wethey Bulkley Bulkley 

CHAIRMAN Bulkley Westerman Innes 
BOOK COM. 
REPRESEN. Innes Innes LIB.COON. 



IV. 

LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

RECORDS, 1930 -- 1953 

The secretary's minutes are reproduced here 

along with scattered book lists. The financial 

data of these years are to be found in the separ

ate volume of Treasury Records. 
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LADIES 1 LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

COPIES OF THE MINUTES OF THE ASSOCIATION FROM APRIL 29, 1930 

WHEN IT WAS DECIDED THAT HENCEFORTH ONLY BOOKS ON THE FINE 

ARTS WOULD BE PURCHASED 

April 29, 1930 

The Board of Directors of the Ladies Library Association met 

Tuesday morning April 29, 1930 with Mrs. Philip Bursley. Five mem

bers were present, Mrs. Bursley, Huber, Thieme, Miss Parker and Miss 

Wead. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The treasurer's report was given and accepted. A balance of 

$650.00 in April 1930 was reported, $595.00 being available for 

books none having been purchased since Oct. 1929. 

The chairman of the Book Com. reported $285.70 spent for books 

in the past year. The Com. having decided to buy only high class 

books, and fewer, since the locked book case in the library had 

been installed. In the discussion which followed the Board agreed 

to the step taken by the Com. to expend money available only on 

art books, arts and crafts, fine biographies and such types. Miss 

Wead proposed and Mrs. Bursley seconded that the Book Com. meetings 

be held three times a year approximately the last weeks of May, Oct. 

and Jan. This was carried. Miss Wead presented a request from 

Miss Hannum, the Carnegie Librarian that the Board purchase a set 

Encyclopedia Britannica. Mrs. Bursley moved and Mrs. Thieme second

ed that we keep entirely to the class of books voted. This was 

-1-

71 



72 

carried. The following officers were then elected. Mrs. Huber, Pres., 

Mrs. Lawrence, Vice Pres., Mrs. Thieme, sec., Mrs. Bursley, Tres., 

Miss Parker chairman of the book com. It was moved and seconded to 

invite Mrs. J. G. Hays and Mrs. Campbell Bonner to become members of 

the Board, Mrs. Hays to become a member of the Book Com. The sec. 

was instructed to write to these new members. After considerable 

discussion on the lack of knowledge of the Constitution of the pre

sent Ass. and the impossibility of getting any trace of said Consti

tution Miss Wead moved and Mrs. Bursley seconded, that the Pres. and 

Sec. be instructed to draft a Constitution and present it at the next 

meeting, this was carried. The Pres. then adjourned the meeting. 

Mrs. Thieme, Sec. 

April 27, 1931 

The Ladies Library Board met for the Annual meeting with Mrs. 

Huber Monday morning April 27, 1931. Few members were present. 

Mrs. Huber, Zimmerman, Hays, Thieme, Miss Parker, Miss Douglas. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The treasurer's report was given and accepted: $362.29 spent 

for books. Savings account $208.60 with $183.42 in the open account. 

A bond of $500.00 was reported as defaulted but so far interest has 

been paid. 

Mrs. Hays then presented the draft for the new Constitution. 

It was presented clause by clause. After much discussion and some 

and some amendments a new constitution was accepted. The two most 
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important points were (1) the aim being to build up a library on 

the fine arts, (2) to limit the members on the board to 20. It 

is the hope of the new Board that with this more definite line 

to follow it will be possible to carry on the splendid wo~k of 

the old Ladies'Library Assoc. The following officers were 

elected: Pres. Mrs. Huber, Vice-Pres. Mrs. Thieme, Sec. Mrs. 

Bonner, Treas. Mrs. Winter, Chairman book committee, Mrs. Hays. 

The President then adjourned the meeting. 

Evelyn Thieme, Sec. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN, 1931 

Article I. 

The name of the association shall be: The Ladies' Library 

Association. 

Article II, Purpose. 

The purpose of this association shall be to build up a Fine 

Arts Library. 

Article III. Membership. 

Section 1. The membership of this Association shall be limit

ed to a board of 20 members, from whom shall be chosen a President, 

Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Chairman of the Book 

Committee, the annual dues to be ten cents. 

Section 2. The names of new merabers for the board may be pro

;osed at the annual meeting by any member. 
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Article IV. Meetings 

There shall be an annual meeting in April at which shall be 

given all reports for the year, and election of new members and 

officers held. 

Special meetings shall be called at the President's discretion. 

Article V. Quorum. 

A quorum shall consist of 6 members. 

Article VI. Length of Office. 

The President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Chair

man of the Book Committee shall be elected by ballot for a term of 

one year each. 

Article VII. Duties of Officers. 

The President shall preside at all meetings, and shall call 

meetings when necessary. She shall confer with the Chairman of the 

Finance and Book Committees about members of those committees. 

The Vice-President shall fulfill the duties of the President 

in her absence. 

The Secretary shall record the minutes of all meetings. 

The Treasurer shall receive, conserve, and disburse all funds 

and act as Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

The Chairman of the Book Committee shall choose, after con

sulting with the President, the three members of her committee, with 

whom she shall meet, spring and fall, for the purpose of selecting 

the books to be purchased, 
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April 21, 1932 

The Annual meeting of the Ladies Library Board was held at the 

home of Mrs. Winter with the president Mrs. Huber in the chair. Mem

bers present: Mrs. Huber, Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs. Bursley, Mrs. Hays, 

Mrs. Thieme, Mrs. Winter, Miss Parker, Mrs. Bonner. 

Minutes were read and accepted. Treasurer's report read and 

approved. Disbursements $192.41. Receipts $342.94, Savings account 

$596.54. Open acc't $46.01. $500.00 Bank Trust bond paid no interest 

this year. 

Mrs. Hays moved, Mrs. Bursley seconded the motion that a $500.00 

bond be bought, details of purchase to be left with Finance Committee 

- carried. 

The President called for nominations for officers, the following 

officia~were elected: 

President, Mrs. P. E. Bursley, Vice-President, Mrs. Thieme, 

Treasurer, Mrs. Winter, Secretary, Mrs. Bonner, Chairman of Book Com., 

Mrs. Hays. 

The meeting adjourned, 

Ethel H. Bonner, Sec't'y. 

April 21, 1933 

The annual meeting of the Ladies Library Board was held April 21 

at the home of Mrs. Hays. Present: Mrs. Hays, Lawrence, Winter, 

Bonner. 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
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Treasurer's report showing balance of $228.74 was heard and 

accepted. 

It was moved and seconded that the present officers continue in 

office - carried. 

There was a discussion over the desirability of new members; 

the following names were suggested: Mrs. Wheat, Mrs. Raphael, Mrs. 

Coller, Mrs. Franville (?), 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Ethel H. Bonner! Sect'y. 

1934 

The regular meeting of the Ladies' Library Board was held at the 

home of the president Mrs. P. E. Bursley. Present - Mesdames Bursley, 

Hays, Lawrence, Winter, Time, Bonner, and Miss Wead, 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. 

Treasurer's report read and approved. Balance May first $639.12. 

In view of the carrying charges made by the bank the treasurer 

closed the commercial account transfering balance to Savings account. 

The report of Mrs, Hays Chairman of book committee was heard and 

approved. 

Miss Wead offered to put a group of her students to work on 

Peasant Art, ascertaining what is available, where it can be pro

cured and at what price. 

The subject of new members was discussed. 

Mrs. Lawrence moved, Miss Wead seconding the motion, that Miss 
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Georgia Goodrich be asked to become a member of the Board. Carried. 

Mrs. Thieme moved that Mrs. Hays ask Mrs. Coller and Mrs. 

Raphael to become members of the Board. Mrs. Lawrence supported 

the motion. Carried. 

The following officers were elected: Mrs. P. E. Bursley, Pres

ident, Mrs. Hugo Thieme, Vice-President, Mrs. John G. Winter, Treas

urer, Mrs. Campbell Bonner, Sect'y, Mrs. J. G. Hays, Chairman Book 

Committee. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

Ethel H. Bonner, Sect'y. 

April 1935 

A meeting of the Ladies Library Association was held April 

1935 at Mrs. Thieme's. Present, Mrs. Hugo Thieme, Mrs. John Law

rence, Mrs. Carl Huber, Mrs. Junius Beal, Mrs. John W. Winter, Mrs. 

J. Griffith Hays, Mrs. Frederick A. Coller, Mrs. TheophileRaphael. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted. 

Treasurer's report read and accepted. After buying a Canadian 

Pacific Bond -- balance left of $71.86. 

Two new members Coller and Raphael welcomed into the fold. 

Mrs. Beal moved that the entire slate of the past year be re

nominated. Seconded by Mrs. Lawrence. Carried. 

It was moved by Mrs. Hays that Mrs. Lawrence collect all mater

ial possible about the early days of the Ladies Library, and write 

an account to be turned over to the secretary - Seconded - Carried. 

It was moved by Mrs. Beal that Mrs. Hays put a report of 
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the annual meeting. with a list of new books, into the paper -

Seconded - Carried. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Mary C. Hays for Ethel Bonner. 

May 1936 

The annual meeting of the Ladies Library Association was held 

May 1936 at the home of Mrs. Philip Bursley. 

Present were Mesdames Lawrence, Coller, Huber, Hays, Winter, 

Raphael, the Misses Goodrich and Douglas. 

The secretary's report was read and accepted. 

The Treasurer's report was read and accepted. Balance May 1st 

was $450.41 

It was moved and passed that the cash in hand be invested in 

Dow Chemical preferred 5% at 105. 

The following officers were elected: Mrs. Huber, President; 

Mrs. Thieme, Vice-President, Mrs, Raphael, Secretary, Mrs. Winter, re

elected as Treasurer. 

It was moved and passed that Mrs. Hays be chairman of the book 

committee. 

The resignation of Mrs. Campbell Bonner was accepted with regret. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Mary Campbell Hays, acting secretary. 
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April 9, 1937 

The annual meeting of the Ladies Library Board was held with 

Mrs. Bursley, April 9, 1937. Present were Mrs. Huber, Bursley, 

Thieme, and Miss Douglas. The secretary not being pre-

sent, Mrs. Huber read her minutes of the last meeting which were 

accepted. The Treasurer not being present Mrs. Bursley read the 

report which was accepted. A balance of $560.81 was in the bank. 

$111.68 had been spent for books. 

Mrs. Winter reported that she had been unable to buy the stock 

which she had been instructed to buy at the last meeting, as we are 

not incorporated. 

Mrs. Bursley also read the report of the Chairman of the Book 

Committee -- 18 had been purchased and four ordered. The report 

was accepted. 

Mrs. Huber asked Mrs. Thieme to act as Secretary. 

A discussion followed as to means of becoming incorporated. 

It was decided to instruct the secretary, Mrs. Raphael to write to 

the Secretary of State for papers for that purpose. 

Miss Douglas moved and it was passed that the same officers 

act for another year. Mrs. Huber, President, Mrs. Thieme, Vice

President, Mrs. Raphael. Secretary, Wrs. Winter, Treasurer, Mrs Hays, 

Chairman of the Book Committee. 

It was decided to ask Mrs. Hays to confer with Miss Hannum 

(Librarian) and arrange for an exhibit of our books during the 

Centennial [of the University of Michigan]. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Evelyn Thieme, Secretary pro-tern. 
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May 9, 1938 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Board was held at the 

home of the President, Mrs. Huber, on May 9th, 1938. The members 

present were Mesdames Huber, Hays, Bursley, Winter, Thieme, Raphael, 

and Miss Douglas. 

The Secretary's report was read and accepted. 

The Treasurer's report was read and accepted. The Treasurer, 

Mrs. Winter, reported the purchase of 16 shares of Dow Chemical, 

preferred at 103, 

Mrs. Hays was authorized to purchase a new book plate so that 

all books will be marked. 

Mrs. Bursley reported that after investigation it was decided 

that it would be unwise for the Ladies Library Association to in

corporate. It would involve too many complications in selling the 

stock later on. Therefore stock has been purchased in the name of 

the Treasurer, Mrs. Winter. 

Mrs. Hays reported on the books purchased during the past year. 

She brought several from the Library to be examined during the 

meeting. 

After the officers were unanimously reappointed for another 

year the meeting adjourned, 

Mary M. Raphael, Secretary. 

May 2, 1939 

The annual meeting of the Ladies Library Board was held at the 
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home of the President, Mrs. Huber, on May 2nd, 1939, The members pre

sent were Mesdames Huber, Thieme, Hays, Bursley, Winter, Raphael, and 

the Misses Wead, Douglas and Goodrich. 

The secretary's report was read and accepted. 

The Treasurer's report was read and accepted. Receipts from 

April 15, 1938 to April 15, 1939 were $266.33 and with the balance of 

$4.40 as of April 15, '38 added, amounted to a total of $270.63, Ex

penditures for the year totalled $8.30, leaving a balance of $262.33. 

Mrs. Hays, chairman of the Book Committee, gave her report 

which was accepted. 

A discussion followed on the question of ordering new book 

plates. It was decided to use all of the old book plates first. Miss 

Wead was instructed to order small labels reading 11Ladies Library 

Association" to be used in addition to the book plates. 

After the officers were unanimously re-appointed for another 

year the meeting adjourned, 

Mary M. Raphael, secretary. 

April 16, 1940 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Association was held 

April 16, 1940 at the home of Mrs, Carl Huber, The members present 

were Mesdames Beal, Douglas, Goodrich, Hays, Huber, Wead, Winter. 

The treasurer's report was read and accepted, Receipts were 

$246,65, expenditures $126.48, Balance on hand April 14, 1940, 

$382,50, 
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After discussion of Miss Hannum's request, Mrs. Beal moved that 

the L. L. As. buy a new book case. This motion was seconded and 

carried. 

It was, however, the consensus of opinion that the proper and 

safe housing of the valuable books really lies within the province 

of the Public Library and not with the L. L.A. and in the future 

they hope this need will be met. The L. L. prefers that hence

forth all its monies go to the purchase of books. 

This sentiment is to be sent by the Secretary to Otto Haisley 

{then Superintendent of Schools], Miss Hannum, and any one else 

Miss Hannum would suggest. 

The Constitution was read by Mrs. Huber. 

It was moved, seconded and passed that all officers be reap

pointed. 

Mrs. Hays suggested that a year's subscription to the Modern 

Art Museum [of New York] be made. This was agreed by all. 

Mrs. Hays brought up the subject of having frames and a collec

tion of modern collotype prints to be hung in the Library. It was 

left to the discretion of Mrs. Hays to talk with Miss Hannum as to 

the possibility of this -- then order after consultation with the 

treasurer. 

Miss Douglas produced a most interesting document, found in one 

of her old desks. It was a reprint of an article written in 1876 by 

Mrs, Martin D'Ooge recording the activities of the L. L.A. for the 

first ten years of its existence. The L. L. A, was organized the 
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19th of March 1866. 

It was proposed that three photostatic copies of this report be 

made. 

It was moved and seconded that the following women be asked 

to be members of the L. L.A.: Mrs. Stanley Dodge, Mrs, Joseph 

Hayden, Mrs. Edward L. Adams. The motion was carried. Meeting 

was adjourned. 

Mary C. Hays, Secretary, pro-tern, 

The minutes of the years 1941, 1942, 1943 are all missing. Mrs. 

Theophile Raphael seems to have been secretary during those years. 

April 30, 1944 

The annual meeting of the Ladies Library Association was held 

on April 30, 1944 at the home of Mrs. Hays with Mrs. Philip Bursley 

presiding. Present were Mrs. Thieme, Mrs. Winter, Miss Goodrich, 

Mrs. Hays, Miss Pattengill, and Mrs. Adams. 

The treasurer's report was accepted and placed on file. A dis

cussion followed on the present investments. 

Mrs. Hays reported that Miss Hannum at the Library has asked 

for help in dealing with the problem of the care of the art books. 

Some of the teachers in the Art Department have injured the books 

in taking tracings for class use. Miss Hannum felt that she needed 

backing in bringing the matter again to the teachers. We all 

agreed that if possible Miss Hannum be given authority and that she 

quote the L. L.A. as wishing to hold the teachers responsible for 
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tracing damage in using the books. 

It was suggested that we subscribe to "The Arts" published by 

the Federation of Arts in Washington, $5.00 per year. We voted to 

do this and Mrs. Hays was asked to subscribe. 

Mrs. Hays reported writing to Mr. C. T. Lu in acknowledgement 

of the fine photographs of Chinese bronzes, stone sculpture and 

ancient bronzes given to the L. L.A. 

Mrs. Hays gave her report on the purchase of books during the 

year. 

The board unanimously elected were: Mrs. Bursley, Pres., Mrs. 

Thieme, Vice-Pres., Mrs. Dodge, Sec., and Mrs. Winter, Treas. Mrs. 

Hays - chairman of book committee. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Mary M. Raphael, acting secretary. 

April 26, 1945 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Board was held April 

26, 1945 at the home of the President, Mrs. Bursley. Present were: 

Mrs. Thieme, Mrs. Winter, Miss Pattengill, Mrs. Hays, Mrs. Raphael 

and Mrs. Dodge. 

The Secretary's report of the last meeting was read and approved. 

The Treasurer's report was read and accepted, and followed by 

a discussion of our financial affairs. We have a balance of about 

$700.00 and the prospects of an annual income of about $300.00. As 

there are very few art books available at the present time [war short

age), it was moved and passed that Mrs. Winter be asked to buy a 
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$500.00 U. S. Bond, "G'! type, in the Spring Bond Drive, 

Mrs. Hays then gave the report for the Book Committee. A few 

books and periodicals have been ordered, but of course the supply 

is very limited. 

It was then moved and seconded that the Secretary be asked to 

cast a unanimous ballot for the present officers to continue for 

another year. President, Mrs. Bursley; Vice-President, Mrs. Thieme, 

Treasurer, Mrs. Winter, Chairman of the Book Corn., Mrs. Hays, Secre

tary, Mrs. Dodge. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

June 11, 1946 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Board was held June 11, 

1946, at the home of the President, Mrs. Bursley. These were present: 

Mrs. Winter, Miss Pattengill, Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Hays, Mrs. Hayden, and 

Mrs. Dodge. 

The Secretary's report of the last meeting was read and approved. 

The Treasurer's report was read and accepted. We have a balance on 

hand of about $542.00. 

Mrs. Hays then gave the report of the Book Committee. She says 

that a fair number of second hand art books are now available, and 

that about fifty titles were bought during the year. She had quite 

a number of the books there at the meeting and the members of the 

Board enjoyed looking them over. Mrs. Hays reported that our 
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collection of books on Architecture is used a great deal by the 

University students and that some of the works on Ceramics have 

been in great demand by night classes making pottery. It was sug

gested that our books might be more readily available to the public 

if we had printed or mimeographed lists of the titles in certain 

fields, as for instance, •·oriental Art," nMetal Work I!, etc. These 

lists would be posted on the Bulletin Board in the Library. Many 

people who might be interested know nothing of our collection. Miss 

Pattengill offered to find out what such lists would cost, and 

attend to it if practicable. 

This year being the 80th anniversary of the founding of the 

Ladies Library Ass 1 n, it was felt that a little publicity might be 

in order. Mrs. Hays was asked to write a short article for the 

paper about our early history and present activities. 

It was moved and seconded that the Secretary be asked to cast 

a unanimous ballot for the present officers to continue for another 

year: President, Mrs. Bursley, Vice-President, Mrs. Thieme, Treas

urer, Mrs. Winter, Chairman of the Book Corn., Mrs. Hays, Secretary, 

Mrs. Dodge. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

May 27, 1947 

The Annual Meeting of the Board of the Ladies Library Associa

tion was held May 27th at the home of the President, Mrs. Bursley, 
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There were present, Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Winter, Miss Pattengill, Mrs. 

Raphael, Mrs. Hayden, and Mrs. Dodge. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. Then 

Mrs. Winter gave the Treasurer's report. Some of the Investments 

have been changed, and we have a balance on hand of $866.37. The 

report was accepted and placed on file with the Sec'y. 

Mrs. Hays then reported for the Book Committee that this year 

she had been able to get about 70 titles on all phases of art. 

She had many of them there for us to see. 

Mrs. Raphael then presented the slate of new officers, as 

follows: President, Mrs. Edward Adams, Vice-President, Miss Patten

gill. Treasurer, Mrs. Winter, Secretary, Mrs. Dodge, Chairman of 

the Book Corn., Mrs, Bursley. The Sec'y was instructed to cast a 

unanimous ballot for the slate. 

Mrs. Hayden then moved that a new leather note book be purchased 

for the Book Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Hays and passed. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

June 1, 1948 

The 1948 Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Association was 

held at 3:30 on June 1st at the home of the President, Mrs. Edward 

Adams. There were present: Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Bursley, Mrs. Winter, 

Miss Pattengill, Mrs. Hays, Mrs. Hayden, Mrs. Raphael and Mrs. Dodge. 
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The Minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. Mrs. 

Winter gave the Treasurer's Report, saying that we have a balance 

on hand of $547.46. The report was accepted and a copy filed with 

the Sec'y. 

Mrs. Bursley, as Chairman of the Book Committee read the titles 

of the various books purchased during the year - there were about 

40 of them. She also passed out copies of some lists Miss Patten

gill had made of the books we have in different fields of art. This 

was followed by a general discussion of the ways and means of making 

the collection more useful. Two things were finally agreed on, (1) 

That the Treasurer be authorized to purchase a small Bulletin Board 

for the Library, then when the University has special exhibitions 

as the recent one on Tapestries, we could get out lists of our books 

in that field and post it on the Board. (2) Mrs. Adams appointed 

Mrs. Hays and Mrs. Raphael as a Committee for Publicity to work out 

ways of bringing our collection before the public. 

Mrs. Hays brought some old book lists and other papers of the 

Ladies Library that she had found. As many of our early papers have 

been lost, these were given to the Sec'y to keep with the Minutes, 

Mrs, Adams then read excepts from a recent article by Miss Hannum 

giving many interesting details of our early history. 

It was felt that we should have more members on the Board, and 

it was moved and passed that Miss Helen Hall be asked to become a 

member Miss Pattengill to ask her. 

Mrs. Raphael gave the report of the Nominating Committee that 
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the present slate of officers hold over for another year: President, 

Mrs. Adams, Vice-Pres., Miss Pattengill. Treasurer, Mrs. Winter, 

Sec'y, Mrs. Dodge, Chairman of the Book Committee, Mrs. Bursley. 

The Sec'y was asked to cast a unanimous ballot to that effect. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned, 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

June 29, 1949 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Association was held at 

four o'clock on June 29, 1949 1 at the home of the President, Mrs. 

Edward Adams. There were present: Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Thieme, Mrs. 

Bursley, Mrs. Winter Mrs. Raphael, Mrs. Hays, Miss Hall and Mrs. 

Dodge. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. Mrs. 

Winter gave the Treasurer's report, saying that we had a balance of 

$400.40 on June 1, 1949. The report was accepted and placed on file 

with the Sec'y. This was followed by a general discussion as to 

whether to buy books up to the limit of our income, or to keep a bit 

back toward buying more stock. It was decided to wait another year 

and see whether the scrip issued by Bondholders' Management would 

amount to enough to get another share, 

The Publicity Committee reported that they had discussed the 

matter of a Bulletin Board with Miss Hannum, but had not yet found 

the exact place for it. Also, they suggested that Mrs. Bursley give 

them a list of our new books to put in the paper, so that the 

-19-

89 



A. A. U. W. and City art groups, etc., which use the collection, can 

know about our new acquisitions. 

Mrs. Bursley, Chairman of the Book Committee reported that 42 

titles had been bought during the year. She had many of the books 

there for us to see, though some had been turned over to the Library 

in January. Miss Hall was asked to look over our collection and see 

what fields we are weakest in, so that the Book Corn. can make pur

chases along those lines. As it is sometimes rather difficult to 

find out exactly what we do have, Mrs. Dodge was asked to consult 

with Miss Wead, who will probably be here this summer, as to the 

possibilities of getting someone to make an author catalogue of our 

collection-· probably buying L. L. cards for it. She was authorized 

to make any arrangements necessary to get this done. 

Mrs. Raphael gave the report of the Nominating Committee that 

the present officers be asked to carry over for another year: Pres

ident, Mrs. Edward Adams, Vice-Pres., Miss Pattengill, Treas. Mrs. 

Winter, Sec'y, Mrs. Dodge, Ch. of the Book Com., Mrs. Bursley. The 

Sec'y was asked to cast a unanimous ballot to that effect. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

April 13, 1950 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library met at 3:45 on April 

13th at the home of the President, Mrs. Edward Adams. There were 

present: Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Thieme, Mrs. Winter, Miss Pattengill, Mrs. 

Hayden, Miss Hall and Mrs. Dodge. 
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The Minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. Mrs. 

Winter gave the Treasurer's Report, which was accepted and placed on 

file. The balance on hand as of April 4th was $510,93. Mrs. Winter 

also said that for$18.60 she had bought 1/5 of a share of Bond

holders Management stock to go with the 4/5 share that had been 

issued to us in the past in scrip -- thus giving us one whole share 

more. As Mrs. Winter is leaving this week for a year abroad, she 

explained our financial arrangements in detail. As the Association 

is not incorporated, the stocks have had to be issued in her name. 

In case of any change in investment, she said Mr. Hays should be 

consulted. 

Miss Pattengill then gave the report for the Book Committee, 

saying that we have been particularly fortunate in getting what we 

wanted this year. When Miss Hall was abroad last summer she was 

able to fill in gaps in some sets that we had, and also to buy some 

very fine monographs on Carcassone, Mt. St. Michel, etc., and books 

on tapestries, Chinese garaens, etc. -- to name only a few. 

Mrs. Dodge then reported that she had arranged with Miss Han

num to have a Library School student make a catalogue of our books 

for us, Miss Hannum advised having the shelf list copied and keeping 

the cards in the subject order at least for the present. For this 

work we are to pay the student 75 cents per hour and it will proba

bly come to $30 - $35. The Library will see that as the books come 

in cards are made for our catalogue to keep it up to date. 

Miss Hannum sent word that she would like to have the Board 
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consider the possibility of having our catalogue printed in book

let form -- have 500 - 1000 of them made for perhaps $75 - $100. 

She suggested that they be given to A. A. U. w. and other groups 

that write papers on art subjects, and also be sold for 25 cents 

to all interested. A general discussion followed. It was felt 

that that would be quite an expenditure and that it was better to 

do nothing for the present, but perhaps take it up again at a 

later date. 

Mrs. Dodge then told of her efforts to find out whether we had 

ever been incorporated or not; writing to Lansing, searching the 

old Sec'y Books in the Rackham Building, and the records in the 

Court House -- all to no avail -- except that there was one refer

ence to our having been incorporated in 1876, and that in 1881 there 

was the statement that Library Associations could not hold property 

to exceed $5000. The Sec'y was asked to continue the search, and 

whether we have been incorporated in the past, or not -- see what 

steps should be taken to do it now. 

No Nominating Committee having been appointed, Miss Hall made a 

motion that the present slate of officers be continued for another 

year, except for the Treasurer, Mrs. Winter, who will be abroad, 

and that Mrs. Hayden be elected in her place. The motion was carried. 

There was some discussion of adding a few new members to the 
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Board, and we were all asked to think of people who might be interested. 

On motion the meeting adjourned, 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Secretary. 
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March 31st, 1951 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Association was held at 

2:30 on March 31st, 1951 at the home of the President, Mrs. Edward 

Adams. There were present: Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Winter, Mrs. Bursley, 

Miss Pattengill, Miss Hall, Mrs. Hayden, Mrs. Hays, and Mrs. Dodge. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. Then 

Mrs. Hayden gave the Treasurer's report saying that we have a balance 

of $411.24. During the year the Crowley-Milner stock was called in, 

and for what we got from that and some more we bought 50 shares of 

King Seeley stock. The report was accepted. 

A general discussion followed as to the pros and cons of incor

poration. As it has been found that the Association can hold stocks 

and bonds in its own name without being incorporated (it is only 

real property that cannot be so held) it seems simpler to go on as 

we are. The stocks and bonds that were held in the name of Mrs. 

Winter have now been transferred to the name of the Association, so 

only the address of the Treasurer will have to be changed as differ

ent people are elected to that office. The securities are to be 

kept in a Deposit Box in the Ann Arbor Bank, and the signatures of 

three officers are needed for the buying or selling of stock. 

Mrs. Adams brought up the subject of having a small Executive 

Committee to attend to such matters and anything else that might come 

up during the year. After some discussion Mrs. Hays made a motion 

that the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Chairman 

of the Book Committee form an Executive Committee and that they be 
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empowered to act for the Association between the Annual Meetings -

three to constitute a quorum. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Bursley gave the report of the Book Committee. 42 books 

have been added this year, and she gave each of us a list of them, 

and one copy for the Secretary to keep on file. It was decided to 

keep such a list of the new acquisitions with the Secretary's Book 

each year. 
I/ 

Mrs. Winter reported that Miss Hannum had bought a show case 

which was being used to exhibit our books, Miss Pattengill made a 

motion that the Sec'y be asked to write a note of appreciation to 

Miss Hannum, The motion was seconded and passed. In the discussion 

on publicity which followed, Mrs. Hays moved that some member of the 

Book Committee see that notices about our new books be put in the 

papers from time to time, Passed. 
/ 

The question of new members was next taken up. Each person 

read a list of possibilities, then we voted and six new members were 

elected at this time: Mrs. William Frayer, Mrs. Cameron Haight, 

Mrs. James Plumer, Mrs. Charles Vibbert, Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, 

and Mrs. Harold Wethey. 

The slate of officers for 1951-1952 was presented and the 

following were duly elected: President, Mrs. J. G. Hays, Vice-Pres

ident, Miss Pattengill, Treasurer. Mrs. Joseph Hayden! Sec'y, Mrs. 

Stanley Dodge, Chairman of the Book Com., Mrs. Philip Bursley. 

Mrs, Hays suggested that in accordance with our Constitution Mrs. 

Hayden could have a small Finance Com. to assist her, and Mrs. 

-24-

94 



Bursley have a committee of three to help in the choice of books. 

As the Board of the Ladies Library has been so small in recent 

years we had given up this practice, but now with more members, it 

seems a good idea to return to it. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

March 25, 1952 

On March 25, 1952, Mrs. Hayden, the Treasurer, called a special 

meeting at her house to discuss the investment of certain funds. Mrs. 

Bursley and Mrs. Dodge were present, Mrs. Hayden reported that we 

have on hand $813.00, as two bonds and a note have come in. $165.66 

from Bondholders Management, $250.00 from King Seeley and the rest 

from income. She said she had consulted with Mr. Hays and that he 

had recommended that we buy either Standard Oil of New Jersey or 

Eastman Kodak stock. After some discussion, it was decided that 

Mrs. Hayden should look into the matter and get whichever she could 

buy to the best advantage, The meeting was adjourned. 

Caroline W. Dodge, Sec'y. 

June 4, 1952 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Association was held 

on June 4 1 1952, at the home of Mrs. Philip Bursley, the Chairman of 

the Book Com. There were present: Mrs. Hugo P. Thieme, Mrs, Edward 
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Adams, Mrs. William A. Frayer, Mrs. John Winter, Mrs. Joseph R. 

Hayden, Miss Caroline Pattengill, Mrs. Theophile Raphael, Mrs. 

Josselyn Van Tyne, Mrs. James Plumer, Mrs. Harold Wethey, Mrs. J. 

G. Hays. Mrs. Cameron Haight, and Mrs. Stanley Dodge. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Mrs. Hays, 

the Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. Mrs. Hays 

read the Treasurer's report as Mrs. Hayden was delayed. We have 

on hand $362.31, having bought in April 12 shares of Eastman Kodak 

stock for $541.77. The report was accepted. 

Mrs. Bursley then gave the report of the Book Committee. She 

had been working with Mrs. Haight and Miss Helen Hall. They bought 

40 titles, and had many of the books there. Each member was given 

a list of the new acquisitions and one was filed with the Sec'y. 

Mrs. Bursley asked that if curing the year any of us hear of books 

which would be good to buy. she would be glad to have the informa

tion sent in on a post card to any member of the Book Committee. 

Miss Pattengill then gave the report of the Nominating Com. 

for the officers for 1952-53, as follows: President, Mrs. J. G. 

Hays, Vice-Pres,, Mrs. William Frayer, Treasurer, Mrs. Joseph R. 

Hayden, Sec'y, Mrs. Stanley Dodge, Chairman of the Book Committee, 

Mrs. Cameron Haight, 

It was moved and seconded that the Sec'y be asked to cast a 

unanimous ballot for the slate, Passed, 

Mrs, Hays then read us the report of the first ten years of the 

Ladies Library Association written in 1876 by Mrs. Martin L, D'Ooge, 
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It was a very delightful account of their struggles making money and 

getting the Library started. Eunice Wead found this report and had 

it photostated. The original was put in our Deposit Box in the A. 

A. Bank and Mrs. Hays has the copy. As five of our six new members 

were present, it was particularly nice to introduce them to the 

Association in this way. 

In the discussion that followed, it was suggested that it would 

be wise to use whole names at least once in each report, for in the 

course of a few generations it is hard to keep people straight. 

Also, Mrs. Edward Adams and some others whose families have been 

long in Ann Arbor were asked to annotate Mrs. D'Ooge's report with 

any information they could find about the women active at that time. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

September 22, 1952 

On September 22, 1952 Mrs, Hays called a special meeting at 

2:00 at the State Savings Bank. There were present: Mrs. Hays, 

Mrs, Hayden, Mrs. Haight and Mrs, Dodge. It is necessary to have a 

form drawn up for the Bank to use when we want to sell stock showing 

who in the Association has the authority to do it. The following 

resolution based on the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 1951, was 

drawn up with the advice of Mr. Crandell· 

"That any three officers of the Executive Committee consisting 

-27-

97 



of five are hereby authorized to sell and assign stock and securities 

owned by the Ladies Library Association of Ann Arbor.p The resolu

tion was passed. 

It was then decided to sell 85 shares of King Seeley stock, so 

that our holdings may be more diversified. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 

May 5, 1953 

The Annual Meeting of the Board of the Ladies Library Associa

tion meet at 3:30 P. M. Tuesday May 5, 1953, at the home of the 

President, Mrs, J. G. Hays, There were present: Mrs. Hays, Miss 

Helen Hall, Mrs. Philip Bursley, Miss Caroline Pattengillr Mrs. John 

Winter, Mrs. Hugo P. Thieme, Mrs. J. R. Hayden, Mrs. James Plumer, 

Mrs. Cameron Haight, Mrs. Harold Wethey, Mrs. William Frayer, and 

Mrs, Stanley Dodge, 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted. 

Mrs. Hayden then gave the Treasurer's Report for the year as 

of April to April, The balance on hand on March 31, 1953 was $372.38. 

Mrs. Hayden said that some stocks were sold during the year and 

others bought-~ about the same amount of money being reinvested. 

The report was accepted, 
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Mrs, Haight then reported for the Book Committee. Four brochures 

on modern glass have been presented to us by Mrs. Bursley and 

Virginia Warthin MacEachern has given us ten books, The Committee 
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itself bought twenty-eight titles, on various phases of art. The 

report was accepted. 

Mr. Chance, the new Librarian, has made some suggestiions which 

were then discussed at length. First, that in general we buy books 

costing more than $10.00, as the Library does not feel able to buy 

these, We agree and feel that that has been our general policy 

in recent years. Next, he has asked what we would think of taking 

some of the fiction given long ago by the Ladies Library from the 

locked case and putting it in general circulation, or even perhaps 

selling it and buying art books. After a good deal of discussion 

Mrs. Winter made a motion that Miss Pattengill be asked to confer 

with Mr. Chance about the possible sale of some of our non-art books 

now kept in the locked cases, and report to us on the subject. It 

was seconded and passed. 

Mrs. Bursley then gave the report of the Nominating Committee: 

President, Mrs, J. G, Hays' Vice-President, Mrs. Frayer, Treasurer, 

Mrs. Hayden,. Sec'y. Mrs, Wethey, Chairman of the Book Committee, 

Mrs. Haight. 

The Sec'y was asked to cast a unanimous ballot for this slate. 

On motion the meeting adjourned, 

Respectfully submitted. 

Caroline Wilgus Dodge, Sec'y. 
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v. 
LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

FULL REPORTS OF THE MEETINGS, 1954-1962 



Ladies' Library Asaooiat1on of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Board Members 1n 1954 + 

l. Mrs. Philip Bursley (1927). 

2. Mrs. Hugo P. Thieme (1928). 

3. Mra. John G. Winter (1929). 

4. Mrs. Jamee Griffith Haya (1930) - President. 

5. Mrs. Theoph11e Raphael (1934). 

r,. Mrs. Stanley D. Dodge (1940). 

7. Lra. Joseph R. Hayden (1940) - Treasurer. 

8. Mrs. Edward L. Adams (1940). 

9. Mies Oarol1ne Pa tteng111 ( 1943). 

10. r-!iss Helen B. Hall (1948). 

11. :t-~re. William A. Frayer (1951) - Vice President. 

12. Yrs. Oameron Uaight (1951) - Ohe.1rman1 Book Committee. 

13. Hrs. James M. Plumer (1951). 

14. llrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951). 

15. Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951). 

16. Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951) - Secr@tarz. 

+ In parentheses is given the year the individual member 

joined the library board. 

(This first list of the members was made by Alice S. Wethey). 
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Ladies'Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Annual Meeting, May 28, 1954. 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Library Association was 

held on May 28, 1954, at 4:00 P.M. at the home of Mrs. James 

G. Hays, the President of the Board. Those present were: 

Miss Caroline Pattengill, Mrs. Philip Bursley, Mrs. Hugo P. 

Thieme, Mrs. John G. Winter, Mrs. James G. Hays, President, 

Mrs. Stanley D. Dodge, Mies Helen B. Hall, Mrs. William A. 

Frayer, Vice-President, Mrs. Cameron Haight, Chairman of the 

Book Committee, Mrs. James M. Plumer, Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert, 

Mrs. Harold Wethey, Secretary. The absent members were Mrs. 

Theophile Raphael, Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden, Treasurer, Mrs. 

Josselyn Van T31?1e, and Mrs. Edward L. Adams. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Mrs. 

Hays. The Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

In the absence of Mrs. Hayden the treasurer's report showing 

a balance as of Aprill, 1954 of $561.58 was read by Mrs. Hays. 

The report was accepted as it stood. 

The report of the book committee was given by Mrs. Haight 

and accepted. In the course of the reporb there was some dis

cussion as to book-buying policies. At an earlier meeting it 

had been decided that books costing more than ten dollars 

($10.00) be chosen by the Ladies Library, but conferences with 

Mr. Chance, the city librarian, have brought out the fact that 
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there are desirable Fine Arts books costing less than that, 

which he doesn't wish to include in his own lists. Miss 

Pattengill suggested that the book committee be restricted to 

no particular amount. 

Mrs. Haight reported that Miss Pattengill had spent much 

of the summer of 1953 making a card catalogue of all the 

Ladies Library books. The cards are filed under subject, and 

the Book Conmittee will make a duplicate set of cards for 

alphabetical filing. This catalogue is the only complete one 

of the Ladies Library collection, and Mrs. Haight asked that 

it be recorded in the Minutes the gratitude of the Ladies 

Library Board for Miss Pattengill's fine work. A survey of 

the present state of the collection shows that there are 

nearly 700 art books, some in locked cases, some on open 

shelves, sane on the out-size shelf, some in the librarian's 

office, on the tops of cupboards, etc. There is a nearly 

complete record of all purchases since 1936. Odd losses 

have been brought to Mr. Chance's attention. The point was 

raised that many of the items presented to the Public Library 

are not marked on the public catalogue cards as forming part 

of the Ladies Library collection. Mrs. Hays suggested that 

special lists of the books presented each year might be pre

pared for endorsement by the city librarian, and that these 

endorsed lists be kept as a permanent record with the secre

tary's book. The Board agreed that such a plan was iesirable 
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and should be carried out. Miss Pattengill suggested that a 

pamphlet file of our own might be useful, since some of the 

Fine Arts pamphlets are quite handsome items. It was mentioned 

that Mr. Chance asked that some books on photography be includ

ed in the Ladies Library purchases. The Board took the oppor

tunity of examining some photogra.phi c books be longing to Miss 

Nancy Hays. 

Several historical items relating to the Ladies Librsry, 

presented to the Board by Loretta Beal Jacobs (Mrs. Albert 

Jacobs, now of Hartford, Connecticut) were shown to the Board 

members: They had belonged to her mother, the late Mrs. 

Junius Beal of Ann Arbor. There was: a copy of the Sixth 

Edition of the Ladies Library Catalogue, dated 1887; a copy 

of the history of the Ladies Library Association compiled by 

Mrs. Martin Luther D I Ooge and published in 1876, in connec

tion with the national Centennial; a handbill advertising 

the "Tin Wedding" of the Ladies Library Association, a sort 

of bazaar held on April 18 and 19, 1876. (There was an Art 

Gallery, a Fortune Teller, etc., and Supper Tables. The ad

mission was 10 cents.) A note of thanks is to be sent to 

Mrs. Jacobs. 

The report of the nominating committee was made by Miss 

Pattengill. The present officers were renominated and the 

secretary was asked to cast a unanimous ballot for this slate. 

The appointment of a. committee to discuss the design 
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__, for a new book plate was suggested. Miss Helen Hall was 

named chairman of the book-plate committee by Mrs. Hays 

and was asked to choose her own committee members. Mrs. 

Hays would like the florid script used in the title or 

Mrs. D1 0oge's article reproduced as the basis ror the new 

book plate. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 P.M. 

Alice Sunderland Wethey, Secretary. 
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Ladies 1 Library Association 

Treasurer's Report 

April 1, 1953 to March 31, 1954 

Expenditures 

Safety deposit box 
Stnmps 
Wittenborn 
Slater's 
Wahr's 
Caroline Pa.ttengil 
Helen Hall 

Reinvested in Gov't 

$ 3.60 
.30 

122.37 
117.20 

1.03 
13.95 
4o00 

262.45 

Bond, Serles K 500.00 

Ba.lance, l,iarch 31, 
1954 

762 .45 

567.58 

Income 

u.s.Gov't bonds $ 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Dow Chemical 
Diamond Match (com.) 
Diamond Match (pf.) 
Standard 011 
B.M. I. Dividends 

int. on notes 
Savings Bank int. 
Dues collected 

Gov't Bond sold 

Balance, April 1, 
1953 

38.80 
22.20 
80.00 
76.00 
30.00 
37.52 
59.55 

100.00 
3.00 
3.13 
1.20 

451.40 

506.25 

957.65 

372.38 

(E. o. Hayden, Treasurer) 
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Books presented to the Ann Arbor Public Library by the 

Ladies Library Association, January 1954. 

1. Blunt, Anthony, Art and Architecture in France, 1500-1700. 

2. Bossert, Helmuth Th., Folk Art of Europe. 

3. Bradford, Ernle, Four Centuries of European Jewellery. 

4. Breuil, Abbe H., Four Hundred Centuries of Cave Art. 

5. Evans, Joan, A History of Jewellery. 

6. Frankenstein, A., After the Hunt. 

7. Goldscheider, L., Michelangelo. 

8. Goodrich, Lloyd, American Water Coior. 

9. Grabar, Andre, Byzantine Paintinf. 

10. Ivins, W. M., Prints and Visual Communication 

11. Lopez-Rey, J., Goya's Caprichos. 

12. Mack, Gerstle, Toulouse Lautrec. 

13 .. Maiuri, Amedeo, Roman Painting. 

14. Malraux, Andre, The Voices of Silence. 

15. Maringer, J., Art in the Ice Age. 

16. Radin, Paul, African I<'olktales and Sculpture. 

17. Rowland, Benjamin, The Art and Architecture of India. 

18. Summerson, John, Architecture in Britain, 1530-1830. 

19. Vincent, I. v., The Sacred Oasis. 

20. Waterhouse, Ellis K., Painting in Britain, 1530-1790. 

(Book Committee: 

Helen B. Hall 

Carol Plumer 

Isa be 1 Haight) 
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Ladies' Library Association_of An·1 Arbor, Michigan. 

Special ~eeting, Nov. o, 1954. 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee o.f' the 

L9dles L~brary Asscciatlon was held at the :.ome of .. :rs. 

i~ys, the President, at 10 A.M., Nove~ber 5, 1954. 

A new record book was shown in which the Ladies' Library 

invest~ents can be recorced in a ~ore syste~ati~ fash:on 

than formerly. The holdi:igs of the La.dies' Library Associa

tion were reported as includlng w2000.00 in government bonds 

and 11t26o6.00 in cash. Consultation had been made \\lt'1 :\~r. 

Cra~~all of the Stste SPvlngs 3ank as to new possibilities 

for lnves trnents. His suggestions included Abbot LaborA torie s, 

Phelps ~~1~e Conper, Jonsanto Chemicsl end American Cyana~ld. 

After a dlscuss:lo'1 l.t was concluded that P.. ne·v .i.nvest-:1ent of 

.,i2240.00 could be made by buying 25 shares of Abbot LRboPAtories, 

flllinf, out the ~astnan ~odak holdings to 20 shares, and buy-

ing 20 shares of Phelps Dodge Copper. 

The meeting was called to order. It was moved by the 

Treasurer to buy 7 end 40/100 shares of Eastman Kodnk, and 

that the addltionAl Eastman Kodak scrir whlch would be avail-
~nd 

able in January be converted into cash. The motion was seconded)_ 

ca~ried unanl~ously. It was moved by the Secretary to buy 

25 shares of Abbott Laboratories. The mot ion was seconded 

and carried unanimously. ·rhe Chairman of the Book Committee 

-1-

108 



moved t ht:>t 20 shAres of Phel;:is Dodge Copper be purchased. 

The rrotion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

The question was brought uo as to ·.•·hat restrictions 

there are on buying books. ·rhe passar-;e from the Constitu

tion was read, whic11 s-cBtes that "the nurpose of this 

association shall be -co build up a Fine Arts ::,1orary. 11 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 A.~. 

Alice Sunderland ~ethey, Secretary. 

-2-
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Board Members in 1955 + 

1. Mrs. Philip Bursley (1927}. 

2. Mrs. Hugo P. Thieme (1928). 

3. Mrs. John G. Winter (1929}. 

4. Mrs. James G. Hays (1930} - President. 

5. Mrs. Stanley D. Dodge (1940}. 

6. Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden (1940) - Treasurer. 

7. Mrs. Edward L. Adams (1940). 

8. Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943}. 

9. Miss Helen B. Hall (1948}. 

10. Mrs. William A. Frayer (1951) - Vice-President. 

11. Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951) - Chairman, Book Committee. 

12. Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951). 

13. Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951}. 

14. Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951). 

15. Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951) - Secretary. 

+ In parentheses is given the year in which the individual 

member joined the library board. 

110 



LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

Annual Meeting, May 10, 1955. 

The Annual Meeting of the Board of the Ladies Library 

Association was held on May 10, 1955, at the home of Mrs. 

Cameron Haight, Chairman of the Book Committee. Those present 

were· Mrs. James G. Hays, President, Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden, 

Treasurer, Mrs. Edward L. Adams~ Miss Caroline Pattengill, Miss 

Helen B. Hall, Mrs. William A. Frayer, Vice President, Mrs. 

Cameron Haight, Chairman of the Book Conunittee, Mrs. James M. 

Plumer, Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, and Mrs. Harold E. Wethey, 

Secretary. 

The President, Mrs. Hays, called the meeting to order at 

4:30 P.M. The finanancial report for the year from April 1, 

1954 to April 1, 1955 was given by the Treasurer, Mrs. Hayden. 

The preferred stock in Dow Chemical was called in for $2033.00. 

25 shares of Abbot Laboratories, 20 shares of Phelps Dodge 

copper. and 1 share of Eastman Kodak were purchased. The total 

investment was $2122.11. Cash on hand on March 31, 1955 was 

$426.39. The report was accepted as it stood. Dues of $0.10 

were collected from each member of the Board who was present. 

The minutes of the meeting of May 28, 1954, were read by 

the Secretary, Mrs. Wethey. A motion by Mrs. Plumer that they 

be accepted was seconded by Miss Pattengill and passed. The 

minutes of a special meeting of November 5 1954 were likewise 

read and accepted. 

-1-
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The report of the Book Committee was given by Mrs. Haight. 

There was a discussion as to the form of the lists of books to 

be kept as part of the permanent records of the Board. It was 

the concensus that endorsement of the lists by the librarian, 

Mr. Chance, was not necessary, and that it was sufficient to 

give the name of the book, the author, and the price, since 

the rest of the information was available on the cards of the 

catalogue. 

It was commented upon that sane of our newest purchases 

were already in circulation, and thus not available for inspec

tion during this meeting. Among these are the Pelican books 

on India and Russia, the Covarrubias book on Mexico, and the 

Sachs book on Drawings. Mrs. Philip Bursley's membership in 

the Museum of Modern Art was mentioned as the source of some 

of the pamphlet acquisitions, since the Museum publications 

which come to her through that membership are subsequently 

given to the Library. 

Mrs. Haight reported that $285.52 had been paid for books 

this past year. They were mostly bought locally through Mrs. 

Slater who gives a 20 °/ 0 discount. Wittenborn in New York 

gives a like discount, but does not pay postage. The purchases 

included 11 books on painting, 2 on sculpture, 2 on architecture, 

and 3 on general decorative arts. A catalogue of furniture 

dealers and makers was the most expensive book, costing $20.00 

at discount. The Most spectacular volumes are the Unesco 

folios on India and Australia. 
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Mrs. Hays had asked about books on landscape gardening. 

A check by Mrs. Haight in the library has been quite negative. 

Miss Pattengill said there is a book on oriental gardens. It 

was concluded that it would not be out of line to purchase 

other books on gardens and landscape gardening. Miss Patten

gill thinks there are some fine books on the gardens of England 

that might be found. 

Mrs. Haight commented that every time she used the card 

catalogue finished last year by Miss Pattengill the more respect 

she had for the time that went into making it. 

The matter of the circulation of the La.dies' Library books 

was discussed in a general way. Miss Pattengill said that some 

of our nicest books have never been out at all, that circula

tion is quite erratic. ~rs. Hays spoke about getting the lists 

of new purchases published in the local paper. In the past 

such lists have gone to the paper before the books were cata

logued and the publication of the lists meant that the individ

ual items were asked for too soon. Mrs. Haight said that the 

8 purchases made in January have been catalogued, and Mrs. 

P.lumer suggested that an item might be put in the paper on the 

society page about the new books. The name of Mr. Carl Gehring 

was mentioned as the one to help in this matter. 

Other possible types of purchases were brought up. Mrs. 

Van Tyne spoke of the Gould plates. done in England in a 

tremendous edition, and more attractive than the Audubon plates. 

There is no text, snd they are sold separately at about $2.50 
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apiece. However, Mrs. Hays pointed out that it has never been 

the practice of the Board to buy anything loose, even though 

Mr. Chance does have some color prints now and lends them out. 

Books on music were mentioned, and Mrs. Adams voiced the 

opinion of the Board that we are hardly qualified to buy such 

books. 

It was moved by Mrs. Van Tyne that the report of the Book 

Committee be accepted. Seconded by Mrs. Adams, the motion was 

passed unanimously. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was made by Miss 

Caroline Pattengill. Since in her opinion the present officers 

are so nearly perfect that they can scarcely be improved upon, 

she presented the same slate for re-election. Mrs. Dodge was 

nominated as temporary secretary in the absence of Mrs. Wethey 

next year. The report was accepted as it stood. 

Mrs. Hays brought to the attention of the Board the case 

of an acquaintance who insistaa on knowing how one went about 

joining the Board of the Ladies'Library. There was no comment. 

Mrs. Plumer, who is now a member of the Board of Directors 

of the Friends of the Ann Arbor Public Library, spoke of a 

forthcoming book, bake and flower sale to be held at the Beal 

house, corner of William Street and Fifth Avenue, on Saturday, 

May 14, from 8:30 to 4:00. She said that books left over from 

the Wellesley Club book sale earlier this spring had been given 

to the public library. 

Miss Pattengill asked where we are in regard to a new book 
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plate. Miss Hall, Chairman of the Book Plate Committee, pro

duced some photographic proofs made by Mrs. Wethey and passed 

them around. The florid script of the title of Mrs. D'Ooge's 

history of 1876 was used for the legend below a line drawing 

of the original Ladies' Library building. Since the building 

no longer exists, the committee felt that its commemoration 

upon the new book plate is especially. appropriate. The line 

drawing was located by Mrs. Wethey in the Michigan Historical 

Collection at the Rackham Building in a newspaper article of 

March 19, 1908 commemorating the 42nd birthday of the Ladies' 

Library Association. (The clipping forms part of a collection 

made by Mr. Byron Finney, former librarian of the University 

of Michigan, and husband of Mrs. Ida Fin."1.ey, who wes for 1Pr1ny 

years Secretary of the Ladies' Library Association. The build

ing, designed by the Chicago architect, Irving K. Pond, and 

constructed of brick in the Romanesque revival style, was 

erected in 1885 at 324 E. Huron St., deeded to the Board of 

Education in 1916, and finally taken down in 1946 to make way 

for an office building of the Michigan Bell Telephone Co.) 

Mrs. Adams showed around a play bill, which she recently 
found among her papers, for "The Doctor of Alcantara," a comic 

opera in two acts, held at the Athens Theatre on May 1, 1901 
for the benefit of the Ladies' Library. (The Athens Theatre 

stood on Main Street. It was replaced about 1908 by the 

Whitney, which in turn was demolished during the past winter 

as a fire hazard.) From the play bill Mrs. Adams read off 

the names of "neighbors, citizens and night watch", of 
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the members of the School of Music orchestra and of the Univer

sity of Michigan Mandolin Club. On the back page was a little 

account of the Ladies' Library which concluded with the sentence, 

nThe Library has a comfortable, well lighted reading room where 

the principal magazines can be found. 11 

Mrs. Adams suggested that her play bill might be deposited 

in the Rackham Building with the Michigan Historical Society. 

Mrs. Van Tyne raised the question as to how to deposit our 

material, whether under key or not, since some student might 

conceivably be turned loose in it. Miss Pattengill remarked 

that someone certainly could make a lot of fun over sane of 

the Minutes of years gone by, and suggested that a committee 

look into the matter of what material the Ladies' Library Board 

has and how to preserve it. Mrs. Frayer said she would talk 

to Mr. Vandervelde and ask about the cost of keeping our 

material isolated. / 

Mrs. Hays remarked that she thought the proofs of the book 

plate excellent as far as they go, and said that a midsummer 

meeting would be called to get the report of Mrs. Frayer and 

of the Book Plate Committee. 

The newspaper clipping of the 42nd birthday of the Ladies' 

Library Association, in photographic copy, was read aloud by 

Mrs. Hays, and the secretary said that the copy would be in

corporated in the minutes of the meeting. The meeting was 

adjourned at 5:30 P.M. 
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fOHTV-Tt'jO VfAns DLD1 

LADIES' LIBIARY CELEBRATE THE BIRTH, 
DAY TODAY • 

A Brief History of One of the Beat Pub
lic Sodoai.. Evor lnatitllted lJl the 1 

c~ I 
Thi~ i" the hirthilay of th() L:uli<'~•,• 

Liurury A~"°ciation or· the city of Ann 

,\rl~"r. . / 
. l· orty-t,.-o ycal"II nico totlu.\', thirty-

1 
live ch1u1cr momh<•rK Ol'J(unizcJ \uid 
clcctc<l oflicor.s nn,I from th:it time to 
the JJl'C>!0llt the mu11t prominent womrn 
have been co11nccte1l .n·ith tho wssoC'in• 
lion &Ii iL11 officeni, UOl&rUII onu WCtn• 

ocr... 

A lihrary ~·i.11 not uu i1111tit ution t,, 
ho fou1ul on c,·crv corner (c,rtv-t wo 

19, 1908 Ann Arbor News Argus 
ycal"II tlKO- A liu~.irv w:111 1111 ·intcl-' After tho fin<t yt,ur huc.1 11hown "uch 
loctuul 111:rnry, n 111an~r of r<'ul r 11uci·rn,l 11ucc~1111 111 the mutter of the work.oC 
n truly eun!'uti\'e prop1•~i1io11 rntcrt·,i! the l:uli,,,. iu tho li11c of a lihrary, the 
into ~,·ith uue 11pprN·iu1ion of the n·alj 111r111her~. who WN<' very p11l1lic hpirit• 
meaniHK of giving out Iv Jll'Vl'le the c,I, wi"h<'<I to 111:ikc the pl1111 work into 
materinl whit·h 11111y form tliut11[lll 111111 I a frrt: p11l,lk lil,rnr_v hut the proJ>ONitiun 
charaet.:r. Tho 14amc ,lignity of pur- wu:1 rcfu,e,1. 
pose whirh 1H·111utr1l the 11a110ci:11io11, Policy Hu Never Changed 
ill its o~i,a:in ha11 c\'cr n-mainc,i. j Th<' L!i;lics' Lihrary ,\s,<111·iutiu11 hu" 

Meeting,~ Yeau Ago I muvril alo111[ in vh•usant line~ rnr all 
The 111ceti11,r ur funy-t,.·o ycul'>j a11:ol it11 ycur~ ancl J,a~ tho 111,•rnory or 1111c 

~od1>y w1u1 holcl in the Fin-t l'rl'shy1cr• ui the 11i,111t l(raci1111• a11cl hcrwtiful 
i:rn <'h11rd1. )ll'll. A. 1::. h::cllol[it wu11 wu1111·11 11f IIH' rity 11,- it:. inh<'ritancc. 
in the chair, a c-on~titutiun wuH Jr::ifletl, :--aral, C:11twcll ,\n~l'll wu" rl111~cn o 
officcn, clcctl'u u11<.i $118 1111liscriucu. dirr,•tor i11 (kt11bcr. 1117:1. a11,l rnuclc 
The fil'llt officcr3 were 111 follo•·s: p("(',tdcnt in .,,;ril. 1117.;. .-.II\• was ul• 

l'rc11i<lcnL-Mt'll . .\. I!:. Kclloi:1- wa~·,; u fric111l of the ussociaiion. A 
Vicc-presiJent-Mr:s. Hcnriquc 11• pi1·turr of '.\Ir,-.. \11,.:<'II tukl'n in IX7~. 
·:,ceretary-~rd. ,\. II. Hunt. iit 111 the alh11111. 'which i11. a hi~hly prizcc.1 
Tr1a11urcr-)tis~ Kate Huie. p0t,~e11siun of till' 1111,ociation touuv. 
T!,e.fin,t hoo.nl of dircctor,s wt1s. 111uJl· Only Two Charter Memben Livin°g 

\JJl ly !\ll'll .. \. I::. Kellogg, )ll"l'. :;,.111111.'I Of tho ori~imJ rharter mcmlicra vi 
Dcm(ln, }ll'll. He11riq11c~, ~Int. :--ihyl thirt_v-fivr, hut two arc 110w livinic, 
l.11111tnce,' )lni. 1'. IL D0111tlus•. :'>Int. )fr11. E ll. PonJ anJ Mra. Charil's Hieh• 
C'. H. !'.icl11noml, :-.In<. 1::. D. l'onq.·~ln<. munJ. 
I. F. !\lill~r. )11'1!. Dr. l'onrr, )In<.:--. X. In l.'179 the 1t!'hool bout! made u. 
Henion. ~l:,1. <:. JI. llill, ~Ir,,. (iihu<Jrt', propo,.ition to <'vmhine a library, the 
).[n1. Thoma" Cooley. )Iii<.~ Knte Huie. Q1euclu" of whirh hac.1 c;.rnr ~orn 11 

The ~int Librarian Ji~trict lihrur~· which luul lunueJ in 
:Mi"s l'un;h !\airy wu~ tho firt1L lihrn- the court h1111.il'. wiLh 1hc l,uJic,.• Li• 

riun. The a~1m,·i:i•ion rcnteu a lihrur~· hritry, l,111 tho propo1>ition wu" dcdinctl 
with tha-nk•. • 

roo•n in the l-hngs,~fCor block 011 \lie 
corner of lbin unu Waahington 1trccta. 
Mi"I'• ('h!Uics f'lnrk <101,-:teJ th,; rin1t 
IJOok& Hix volumes oC lluuic'a History 
of England. 

In Junuuf)·. !Xiii, before the a-,ciu• 
tion huJ rcuchc,1 the ai,:o of one year, 
it movccl . to lur;:er 'I uartcr~ ovor tho 
Fir,it :-Ontionul hu11k. 

Thr rl•1·ord of the tirMI ."cur wuH 0110 
in whirh to tuki- pritlc. ~,·en h111ulrcc.l 
111111 <'i~hty clolla1H u111l 11c,·c11ty !'Cnts 
wus ruiHcd uml a Hi ,·~11111c~ purchu,cJ. 

A soriul rc:.ulinl( rluh 11·a11 ori;tani,c1I 
thi~ tirt1t ~·car. whirh 11:uve progruni11 o( 
p1.11MJr11 1AnJ rcriut ion11 from tho Le11t 
uuthol"I!'. Thi• "'>Ciety later Jc,·~lo.,cu 
into tho Lllui~' Tuc101foy cluu. 

lu lHX0 the HrU!!)l'iution hnu,:ht a.lot 
1>11<l in 188.~ Jhe jlr<'~<'IIL lrnilJing v.·111 

crt•t'lt•d ~Jany «·nt1•r1ait111u-nt, wc•rt\ 

~j,·,•11 fur I It,· f1111,I. 11111• J,,.i11i,: a "l,rr-
1t1i•,"

0 

dirt·,·tc•d It~ li11• lat1• l'rvf ,le, l'u111 
Thfl hlr Ju,IJ!,. ('.,.,1,-~ 1,hrny~ ac:l\·e 
1u:.it1•riul a••••l:11u·r to 11,, l'r<li•·•·t 

:-till th,· l:110••• had i11 111111,I 1hc rr,•o 
p11hlir lil,r:iry a11,l :opp<·ul,-,1:, ft-w ,·ca,~ 
u~o tu :\ nilrl'W l'arn,•1tic. who pro1;,i~l'tl 
-'J.!11.(11.)(J for th(' s1•h1°mf' 11,r l1l1r11n· 
l:_md,-t! furtlwr up tht> Hrf'<'I, 11111I 1,.~ 
... ,hly for thn tir~f tinw, ('1.rntici,. itn °/; 

ju.•~ ""re on whnr locutru11 h1~ 1•11.-c11►14i, 
cloJ;,.rM la11,letl. 

·r.,~ yri1ti11:.I CO~t .,f 1h11 lilm,ry µr111>
('f(Y WUK ~.:!ti:-1. or C'Ollr~(! thwpn-~ttlll 
,·aluatio11 wuul,1 lw• 11111rh hiich<'r. 

Th~ Uti.t-oc.·iatit,11 "'"" 1,..'l\'t•n :111 <'II• 

,low111l'11t i1111J J,y tlu• l111,, O:1\'id llr11-
11111,c of :,<J .OOU :tM a 1111•111nri11I fur )Jr,. 
ll~1111iu~. "h"""1' pic·111n• 111 ui! wa:,. al:,i:u 
Jlrl•"rlllr,I. 

( ;,.\' l·'c•lc·i1 :.(:1 \ ,. :-:.;ou :u .. ;1 lllf 1 IUUI ial 
for hi,. wir,,. Tl11• 1:11<' ~II'~ .\lm,,:11 11 
J'alnu-r w1Ji,,,I ,it:JJHIO lo liu• a~Mwi:11i1111 

D. A. R. Library 
Ju tlu• al,·11n• :,t ilw ,.i,I,• or 1111• 1•11-

1 ra,.,.,. ,, I 111· hl,r:ir.,· of. th,· 1),. 11):ltlc-r 
11f th<· .\111.-ri1·:111 l(,-.\·11l11ti1111. I 1:, vul-
1111..-~ .\ I r .. a~11n•d ~ou,·,•uir i• a l1a11,I 
1':t1t11t•,I t,1r111i~•· •hi-II fan. tlu• f11r111rr 
J1r,1prrt.\' 11f ~lr• .\1111 :\ll1•11. prt·ot•Htl•d 
1 o the I> .. \ )I. I,.,. tl,i" lu•ly '.• dr,.n•11,i
nul:t-.. 

~l:c11.,· pi,·t urc: ::rn('t' th1• w:d)h ~omo 
11( \\'onw11 who \\ no• I hr (111111,I 1•rM o( 
t 11<' IIMN<..-ia I ion 

Thr ,cwi1•t~· now h:1.< I :!.i 11rc•111hcr,,, 
:t 11,I "" II• 1.1;011 ,·111 lllllf•• 

Tl"' lihra r~· i, "I"'" fi"'' h1111r• ra<'h 
il:o.,· d11rin)! 1111• wo·t•k )lis~ l'artie 
Watt,., ti;,. pn•><rllt lihrnri:111. ha.• l'M'Pll 

i11 faithful ~"r\'it'<' fur ten ~·rar~ 
De1crip1lon of Interior 

.\11 011c vit1it1< t hr prrtt.v huilJi Ill(, 

\Tl'II hl'atrtl an,l li~ht ('11. 1111ie1 11nd 
~\taiut in it,; n"► ltul c·oloriu,-t or tah..: 

aml hrowu... a11cl rurvt,tl 11-ooclv.'ork 
onu Its dll'rrf11I ~r,,°fl' firt' in ii,. nrrhc<'I 
:tlr11n. with; :oho\·,, nll it~ tli•tinrti,•e 
ulr 11( rcfi11cme111. it ~l'Ctn:t ,·,•r\" (or~ 
t1111atr thur ii ,.,.,·,·r ,n,,. 41n~11l(e1l in 
th,· lar11:,•r 111•opuAiti1111 of a frt•1• pnhlit 
lilin1r~· hut· ,·1111ti1111t•i< n tfi,.tincti\·e 
(l':olllrt• 

Tl1(• prt'""l'tll ul1i<·t•I"' un• a~ fullo"'": 
l'r{',.i,lli11t-~(r,. \'ir111r \':111p;hn11. 
\"i,·r-prc~itlen1 -)Ir~ .\ II l'rr~rntt 
:--.•,·r,•tur~--~Jr~. l,fa'Fi11m•,·. 
Trt•a~11rt•r-)Ji,.,. ,\lit·{' 1).,;,jlla~~. 
l.ihr:1ria11-~li11., C ':irri1• \\':1tt11 
The l11111rd of tlirt•rlur~ ii< 111:11it' up 

1,y ~I ""'In llll'H l.0111 ha rrl. 1.itn 111,•r111an. 

11111,('r. •Poml. J.u11rcnrf', H11trhi11"· 
H<'nl. \Vuit, l>:l\·ii<. B<'m:111, H:tl'h. 
,J,mc" Urown. )lurti11. uml fill' )Ji,.~e,. 
Ho111d11•• :i11,I l'urkor. 
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Ladiei Library Association 

Treasurer's Report 

April 1, 1954 to March 31, 1955 

Expenditures 

Safety deposit box 
Slater's 
Wittenborn 
Flora Bursley 

2 years member
ship, Mus. Mod. Art 

Stocks bougrit : 
2e sh. Phelps Dod~e 
25 sh. Abbott 

Laboratories 
1 sh. Eastman Kodak 

plus 60/100 
scrio 

Balance, March 31, 
1955 

$ 3.60 
451.84 

37.23 

25.00 

517.67 

970.71 

1126.75 

24.65 

2639.98 

426.39 

3066.37 

Income 

Bank interest 
U.S.bond interest 
B.M.I. int.on note 
Diamond Match (com.) 
Diamond Match (pf.) 
Dow Chem. (div.) 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Phelps Dodge Corp. 
Standard Oil 

5.33 
52.60 
3.00 

30.00 
37.52 
57.00 
25.30 
80.00 
13.00 
62.04 

465.79 

Sale of Dow Chem. 
(called) 20~3.00 

Balance, Anril 1, 
1954 

2498.79 

567 .58 

3066.37 

(E. o. Hayden, Treasurer) 
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LADms' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Book Committee Reuort, r.1ay 1954-i\iay 1955 

The following books were nurchased (unless otherwise indi

cated) and presented to the Ann Arbor Public Library during the 

year May 1954 - May 1955. 

1. Zoete, B., Dance and Drama in Bali 13.86 

2. Frankfort, Henry, The Art and Architecture of 
the Ancient Orient 6.80 

3. Hamilton, G. H., The Art and Architecture of 
Russia 6.80 

4. Covarrubias, M., The Eagle, the Jaguar and the 
Seruent. 12.00 

5. Mekhitarian, A., Egyptian Painting 16.00 

6. Sachs, Paul, Modern Prints and Drawings 6.00 

7. Groth-Kimball, I., The Art of Ancient Mexico 10.00 

8. Dunant, J., Gothic Painting 15. 75 

9. Kramrisch, Stella, The Art of India through the Ages 6.00 

10. Harada, Jiro, The Lesson of Japanese Architecture 5.20 

11. Swarzenski, Hans, Monuments of Romanesque Art 20.00 

12. Flexner, James, The light of Distant Skies 8.00 

13. Bieber, Margrete, The Sculpture of the Hellenistic 
Age 14.00 

14. Carnenter, Ralph, The Arts and Crafts of Newport, 
Rhode Island 8.75 

15. Read, Sir Herbert, Australia: Aboriginal Paintings 12.00 

16. Singh, Madanjeet, India: Paintings from the 
Ajanta Caves 

17. Vandier, Jacques, Egypt: Paintings fr01:1 Tombs 
and Temples 

12.00 

12.00 
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18. Grohmann, Will, Paul Klee 

19. Venturi, L., Piero della Francesca 

20. Wehle, Harry B., Art Treasures of the Prado 

21. Hea 1, Ambrose, Lend on Furniture Maker•s 1660-1840 

22. Canaan, G., Rebuilding the Land of Israel 

23. Hitchcock, H. R., Early Victorian Architecture in 
Britain 

24. Munz, L., Rembrandt 

25. Sowers, R., The Lost Art 

26. Schweinfurth, P., Russian Icons 

27. Neuenschwander, E., Finnish Architecture and 
Alvar Aalto 

28. Stewart, J., The Folkways of Norway 

29. Tischner, H., Oceanic Art 

30. Freer Gallery of Art: A Descriptive and 
Illustrative Catalogue of Chinese Bronzes. 

Gift of Mr. A. Wenley 

31. Barr, Alfred, Masters of Modern Art 
Free with annual membership fee of ;12.50 

$ 

10.00 

3.96 

10.00 

20.00 

10.00 

16.00 

10.00 

3.20 

5.20 

7.20 

8.00 

6.80 

285.52 

32. Museum of Modern Art, Art for the Family. (Membership) 

120 

33. Museum of Modern Art, Sculpture of Jacques Lipchi tz (Membership) 

34. Museum of Modern Art, Circulating Exhibitions (Membership) 

35. Museum of Modern Art, 15 Paintings by French Masters 
of the Nineteenth Century (Membership) 

Complete information on each book (publisher, date, where 

purchased, etc.) is kept in alphatetical order in our card file. 



An additional card is made and filed in the subject catalogue 

file which Miss Caroline Pattengill made in 1953. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Helen B. Hall, ) 
) Book 

Carol Plumer, ) 
) Committee 

Isabel Hai ~ht (Chairman ) 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mrs. Philip Bursley (1927) 

Mrs. Hugo P. Thieme (1928) 

Mrs. John G. Winter 

~rs. James Griffith Hays (1930) 
President 

Mrs. Stanley Dodge (1940) 
Secretary pro-tern 

Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden (1940) 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Edward L. Adams (1940) 

Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943) 

Miss Helen B. Hall (1948) 

Mrs. William A. Frayer (1951) 
\J Vice-President 

Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951) 
Chairman Book Committee 

Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951) 

Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951) 

Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951) 

Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951) 

Miss Eleanor Collins (1956) 

1956 - 1957 

917 Olivia 

3 Geddes Heights 

901 South Forest 

1555 Washtenaw 

1547 Washtenaw 

1530 Hill Street 

1830 Washtenaw 

1213 Hill Street 

715 South Forest 

745 Riverview 

2112 Vinewood 

1505 Golden 

1921 Cambridge 

1710 Hermitage 

2009 Morton 

703 South Forest 

[Mrs. Thieme resigned from the Board in 1957.] 

8-7956 

2-0801 

3-7123 

2-1420 

2-0620 

8-8033 

8-6282 

8-6331 

2-3347 

3-4520 

2-1230 

2-0822 

3-4433 

2-2415 

3-6255 
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I.e.diea'Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Annual Meeting, June 10, 1956, 

The Board of the Ladies'Library met at 3:30 on June 10, 

1956 at the home of the President Mrs. J. G. Hays. There 

were present, Mrs. Frayer, Mrs. Bursley, Mrs. Hayden, Mrs. 

Vibbert, Mrs. Adams, Miss Hall, Miss Pa.ttengill and Mrs. 

Dodge. 

Mrs. Dodge, the secretary pro tern, in the absence of 

Mrs. Wethey, read the minutes of the meeting of May 10, 1955. 

They were accepted as read. 

Mrs. Hays asked about the book-plate situation at pre

sent. Miss Hall reported that Mrs. Wethey has taken over the 

project and that the new bookplates with a cut of the old 

library will probably be ready for use in the fall. Mean

while we will continue to use the old ones. 

Mrs. Frayer brought up the subject of the papers of the 

Ladies' Library. Some things are in Mr. Haysi Deposit box, some 

are in the Historical Collections in the Rackham Building and 

various members have items that would be of interest. Miss 

Pattengill mid that after Mrs. Finney' s death many valuable 

papers were lost. It was decided to gather things together 

as much as possible. Anyone having items of interest are to 

give t~em to Mrs. Frayer and she will turn them over to Mr. 

VanderVelde to be kept at Rackham. 
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Mrs. Hays brought up the subject of new members. She 

suggested that, as our President is now Ex Officio a member 

of the Library Advisory Council and we are necessarily brought 

more into contact with Library problems, perhaps we should 

have a regular librarian as a member of our Board. After 

some discussion, Miss Collins, Curator of Slides in the Fine 

Arts Department, was suggested and unanimously elected. 

Mrs. Hayden then gave the Treasurer's Report. Our total 

income for the year was $613.44. We bought one share of 

Eastman Kodak, and reinvested a Bond due. We also bought 

ten shares of Monsanto Chemical for $480.74. Balance on hand 

May 31, 1956, $245.92. The report was accepted as read. 

Mrs. Frayer gave the report of the Nominating Conmittee: 

President, Mrs. Hays; Vice Pres. Mrs. Frayer; Sec'y, Mrs. 

Wethey; Treas., Mrs. Hayden, and Chairman of the Book Committee, 

Mrs. Haight. 

In view of the fact that the Public Library is moving 

this year, the Book Committee felt that they should keep the 

number of purchases down. Miss Hall reported that they had 

bought 28 books on very diverse subjects -- two on gardens 

were included this year. 

The report was accepted and it was moved and passed that 

we adjourn. 

Caroline w. Dodge, 

Sec'y pro-tem 
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Ladies 1 Library Association 

Treasurer's Report 

April 1, 1955 to March 31, 1956 

Expenditures 

Safety deposit box 
1 share Eastman 

Kodak plus 35/100 
ledger (cash) 
Edwards Letter Shop 
Slater's 
Wittenborn & Co. 

U.S.bond Series K 
(does not appear 

in bank book) 
10 shares Monsanto 

Chemical 

$ 3.30 

25.64 
1.20 

11.85 
249. 82 

21.36 

313.17 

500.00 

480. 74 

Income 

Abbott Laboratories 
B. M. I. Note & int. 
B. M. I. dividends 
Bank interest 
dues 1954 & 1955 
Diamond Match (com.) 
Diamond Match (pf.) 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Phelps Dodge 
Standard Oil 
U.S.Bonds, Ser. G 
U.S.Bonds, Ser. K 

45.00 
53.00 

100.00 
4.99 
2.95 

41.25 
37.52 
32.40 
90.00 
82.00 
71.73 
25.00 
27.60 

613.44 

U.S.Bond D791625G 500.00 

Balance, March 31, 
1956 

1293.91 

245. 92 

1539.83 

(reinvested direct
ly in Series K. 
Does not appear in 
bank book) 

Balance, April 1, 
1955 

1113.44 

426.39 

1539 .83 

(Elizabeth o. Hayden, Treas.) 
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Report of the Book Committee June 1955-June 1956 

The Ladies' Library Association 

During the year from June 1955 to June 1956 the Book 

Committee selected twenty-eight books which are now in the 

Ann Arbor Public Library. The total cost was $252.91 plus 

our membership in the Museum of Modern Art ($12.50). Due 

to the overcrowded shelves at the library and the fact they 

will be moving the collection to the new library in the not 

too distant future we felt it wise to keep the number of 

purchases at a minimum. In addition to our customary selec

tions of books on architecture, painting and sculpture we 

included two books on Gardens, one biography "John Singer 

Sargent", and a book on a collection of letters written by 

Peter Paul Rubens. 

Book Committee 

Helen Hall 

Carol Plumer 

Isabel Haight 
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Books presented to the Ann Arbor Public Library by the 

Ladies' Library Association, June 1955 - June 1956. 

1. Ammann, Gustav, Landscape Gardens, 

2. Barr, Alfred H. Jr., Paintings from Private 
Collections, Museum of Modern Art 

(free catalogue - Membership) 

3. Baur, John, The New Decade 

4. Brown, Milton, American Painting 

5. Church, Thomas D., Gardens are for People 

6. Christensen, Edwin o., Primitive Art 

7. Farr, Michael, Design in British Industry 

8. Lafuente Ferrari, E., Goya: Frescoes in San 
Antonio 

9. Gideon, S., Walter Gropius 

10. Grodecki, L., Norway: UNESCO Series 

11. Hamlin, Talbot, Benjamin Henry Latrobe 

12. ~endy, Sir Philip, Art Treasures of the National 
Gallery 

13. Hillier, J., Hokusai 

14. Kaufman, Edgar, Frank Lloyd Wright 

15. Lassaigne, J., Fifteenth Century: Van Eyck to 
Botticelli 

$6.80 

2.90 

12.00 

8.00 

12.00 

8.80 

14.00 

8.00 

12.00 

12.00 

12.00 

6.80 

8.00 

16.00 

16. Lieberm~n, Williams., Etchings by Matisse, 
Museum of Modern Art (free catalogue - Membership) 

17. Magurn;Ruth s., Letters of Peter Paul Rubens 

18. Myers, Bernards., Encyclopedia of Painting 

19. Ogden, Henry, English Taste in Landscape in the 
Seventeenth Century 

8.00 

8.76 

12.00 
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June 1955 - June 1956 (continued) 

20. Paine, Robert T., The Art and Architecture of 
Japan, Pelican History of Art 

21. Bice, David T., Yugoslavia: UNESCO Series 

22. Rodman, Selden, The Eye of Man 

23. Soby, James T., Yves Tanguy. Museum of Modern 
Art (free catalogue - Membership) 

24. Stone, Lawrence, Sculpture in Britain: The 
Middle Ages, Pelican History of Art 

25. Sickman, Laurence, The Art and Architecture of 
China, Pelican History of Art 

26. Wilber, Donald N., Architecture of Islamic Iran 

27. Zimmer, H., The Art of Indian Asia 

28. Mount, c., John Singer Sargent 

_6.80 

12.00 

8.00 

6.80 

6.80 

16.00 

22.50 

5.95 

$ 252.91 

The books were purchased fromfilater's at 20 percent dis

count with the exception of the three Pelican History of Art 

books which are on standing order from Wittenborn (20 per

cent discount plus postage). The books which we receive 

free from the Museum of Modern Art, New York, are included 

in our membership, for which Mrs. Bursley should be reim

bursed $12.50. 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Snecial Meeting, Feb. 29, 1957. 

A special meeting of the Ladies' Library Association was 

held on February 29, 1957 at the home of Mrs. James G. Hays, 

the President. Those present were: Mrs. James G. Hays, Presi

~, Mrs. Joseph R. Ha.yd.en, Treasurer, Mrs. Edward L. Adams, 

Miss Caroline Patten;;rill, Mrs. John G. Winter, Mrs. Josselyn 

Van Tyne, Mrs. Harold E. Wethey, Secretary, Mrs. William A. 

Frayer, Vice President, and Mrs. Cameron Haight, Chairman of 

the Book Committee. 

The President, Mrs. Hays, called the meeting to order at 

3 P. M. She then read a. loud a letter from a local committee 

organizing Hungarian Relief, asking if the Ladies'Library 

could offer any employment or other help. Employment and 

housing were wanted first, and interpreters were needed. Later 

clothin~, bedding, and furniture were to be collected. It was 

decided that as an organization the Ladies 1 Library could do 

nothing about it, since it has no employees and the Board has 

only one regularly scheduled meeting a year. A letter was to 

be sent explaining all this. 

Mrs. Hays then renorted that Miss Davis at the University 

Library had called to say that more workers were needed for 

the Children's Book Fair, which is to be held et the Rackham 

Building from Monday, March 25, through Thursday, March 28. 

People were needed especially tot ake the hours from 11 to 1 
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' ..___., on each of the four days. Mrs. Hayden offered to do it on 

Thursday. 

Then Mrs. Hays brought up the matter of the plans for the 

Ladies'Library book collection in connection with the new Ann 

Arbor Public Library building now being erected on the former 

Beal property at the corner of Fifth Avenue and William Street. 

A c_ommi ttee consisting of Miss Hall, Mrs. Haight, Mrs. Dodge, 

and Miss Collins had discussed the matter previously with the 
/, 

head librarian, Mr. Chance. Mr. Chance wants no locked cup-

boards for books in the new library and proposes an alcove 

for the Ladies'Library books which would give them a measure 

of special safety./ 

Mrs. Hays had made a large sketch plan of the new library 

building to show the arrangement. Most of the books and the 

main reading room will be on the ground floor. On the second 

floor a large work area is planned at the north. At the south

east are stacks and a stair. Between the stacks and the ele

vator shaft on the east side there is enough unassigned space 

for book cases and three or four tables and chairs. This area 

is suggested for the Ladies 1 Library books. Mr. Chance's office 

is on that floor, and there is an open desk from which a li

brarian could always be overseeing the alcove. Mr. Chance 

plans to have only magazines over a year old and the art books 

upstairs. He had planned to have art books other than those 

of the Ladies'Library downstairs, but the committee's reaction 
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was that in the interest of more orderly classification all 

the art books should be in the same area. A telephone call by 

Mrs. Haight to Mr. Chance in the course of this discussion 

clarified various matters of dimensions and prices. The new 

library will double the shelf space we now have. The wall of 

the alcove is 24 feet long. The difference in price between 

glassed-in cases and no glass at all for the whole area is 

$5,000.00 

There followed considerable discussion of the pros and 

cons of locked cases. Mrs. Hays suggested that we ask for 

locked, sliding glass doors only for the most expensive books. 

A good many of the cards of the Ladies'Library books are now 

stamped 11locked book-case". Mrs. Dodge suggested that some

one look over the contents of the locked cases and see what 

is really irreplaceable. Mrs. Haight pointed out that having 

the fine arts books on the second floor is an important safety 

factor. It was reported that Mr. Chance thinks that all the 

damage to the books occurs when the books are out of the 

library, and all of the Ladies'Library books are allowed to 

circulate. He says that books on photography chiefly have 

been mutilated. It was recalled that Miss Frances Hannum, 

when she was chief librarian, never spoke of much damage. 

Mrs. Hays suggested that a sum might be laid aside for deter

ioration and for replacements also if necessary. It was the 

opinion of most of the Board members that too much locld.ng 
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up defeats the nurpose of a library, and the cost of the 

locked shelves seemed preposterous in view of the sums involved 

in the prices of the books themselves. Mrs. Van Tyne moved 

that we have no glass cases, and a show of hands on the matter 

showed that all but one of the Board members present were in 

favor of abandoning locked cases. However, it was finally 

decided that the matter should be left to the committee, which 

now consists of Mrs. Hays, Miss Collins, Mrs. Dodge, and Mrs. 

Haight. Miss Pattengill moved that the same committee continue 

to deal with Mr. Chance on whatever new problems may arise. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mrs. Haight then mentioned the matter of a plaque commem

orating the Ladies' Library to be put in the alcove. Mr. Chance 

is in favor of it, and there is a logical place for it. It 

was decided to wait until the building is finished before mak

ing any decision. 

Someone asked about the new book plate. Mrs. Haight said 

that none as yet have been put in any books. In the absence 

of Miss Hall, the chairman of the book plate committee, Mrs. 

Wethey reuorted that she had ordered the new plates at Edwards 

Letter Shop in August 1955, providing as copy a photo of a line 

drawing of the old Ladies'Library Building with a legend below 

in florid script taken from the title of Mrs. D 1 0oge's 1876 

history of the organization. Since Miss Hall was abroad at 

the time, Edwards I were instructed to inform Mrs. Hays when 
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'-----" the plates were ready. Mrs. Wethey on her return from Spain 

in the autumn of 1956 found that nobody knew anything about 

the plates. They were found still at the printers', the bill 

for them havinr, been paid sometime in the autumn of 1955. 

Mrs. Wethey delivered the package of plates to Miss Hall in 

early October 1956. 

Mrs. Hayden, the treasurer, reported that there was $710.00 

in the treasury and asked if some it should be invested. Mrs. 

Haight asked that $200.00 be saved out for book purchases, as 

only about $100 .oo was spent this last year. Mrs. Adams made 

a motion that the treasurer be empowered to invest about $500.00. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M. 

Alice Sunderland Wethey, 
Secretary. 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

BOARD MEMBERS 1957 - 1958 

rrs. Philip Bursley (1927) 917 Olivia 8-7956 

Mrs. John G. Winter (1929) 901 South Forest 3-7123 

Mrs. James Griffith Hays (1930) 1555 Washtenaw 2-1420 
President 

Mrs. Stanley Dodge (1940) 1547 Washtenaw 2-0620 

Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden (1940) 1530 Hill Street 8-8033 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Edward L. Adams (1940) 1830 Washtenaw 

Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943) 1212 Hill Street 8-6282 

Miss Helen B. Hall (1948) 715 South Forest 8-6331 

Mrs. William A. Frayer (1951) 745 Riverview 2-3347 
Vice-President 

\J Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951) 2112 Vinewood 3-4520 
Chairman Book Committee 

Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951) 1505 Golden 2-1230 

Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951) 1921 Cambridge 2-0822 

Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951) 1710 Hermitage 3-4433 

Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951) 2009 Morton 2-2415 
Secretary 

Miss Eleanor Collins (1956) 703 South Forest 3-6255 

Mrs. John Alexander (1957) 788 Arlington 8-5879 

Mrs. Hayward Keniston (1957) 1507 East Park Place 2-4164 

Mrs. Robert McNamara (1957) 410 Highland 2-7091 



Ladies' LibrarJ Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Annual Meeting, April 25, 1957. 

The Annual 1.1eeting of the Board of the Ladies I Library 

Associati.on was held on .April 25, 1955, at the home of '.lrs. 

William A. Frayer, Vice-President. Those oresent were: 

Mrs. James G. Hays, President, Mrs. Joseph R. HaJden, 

Treasurer, Mrs. Edward L. Adams, Miss Carolir_e Pattengill, 

r-.:iss Helen B. Hall, Mrs. Vlilliam A. Frayer, Vice-President, 

Mrs. Cameron Haii:;ht. Chairman of the Book Committee, ,,1rs. 

John G. V!inter, f.~rs. Charles B. Vibbert, Mrs. Stanley D. 

Dod;1e, Miss Eleanor Collins, and .trs. Harold E. We they, 

Secretary. The meeting was cal led to order by !11rs. Hays. 

An informal discussion followed concerning the Associa

tion's records. It was asked if anyone knev, who took the 

old Minutes Books to the Michip:an Historical Association. 

This was a-puarently done after Mrs. Finney's death. Mrs. 

Dodge reported that one is missing, that only three are at 

the Historical Association. 

Mrs. Hays recalled the circumstances of deeding the 

Ladies' Librs.ry building to the Board of Education. Repairs 

were necessary and h.Bd to be paid out of the members I pockets. 

'Mrs. Lombard was President then (1916). An offer to :-urn 

over the Library to the Women I s Club had not been accented. 

Then the Treasurer, Miss Douglas, was authorized to consult 
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with Mr. Snringer over a proposal to make a gift of the pro

perty to the Boar·d of Education. Only the rPal estate and boolcs 

were to be involved in this transaction. The Trust Fund was to 

be wl thhe ld to be 11manipulated II by the Ladies' Library Board. 

The Secretary's reoort was read and accepted • 

.Mrs. Hayden gave the Treasurer 1 s report. Our fiscal year 

is from April to April. Vie have no income tax to pay, as we 

are unincorporated. The total income was '!P616. 00 and the 

balance as of April 1, 1957 was y91.98. The financial re-

port was accented. Conies of a special renort as to holdings 

and inco:ne were distributed to all the Board members present. 

It is planned that such reports be ~iven each year to each 

member. Dues of ~~.10 were collected from each member. 

/'"The Book Committee reported that very few books were 

bought for the year 1956-1957 because of the overcrowded con

dition of the books in the locked cases and the fact that in 

September the library will be moved to its new building/ The 
/ 

list of titles includes two new volumes of the UNESCO \lorld 

Art Series, one on Iran, the other on 1Yiasaccio, a new volume 

in the Pelican History of Art Series on mediaeval architecture 

in Britain, and a Skir& publication covering sixteenth century 

painting from Leonardo to El Greco. Seven new pamphlets have 

also been added to the collection from the $12.50 annual mem

bership in the Museum of Modern Art. A total of .,;.66.85 vms 

spent. In conclusion the corrnnittee reported that a list had 
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'---' been made up .for a bout ~,-200 worth o.f books to have on hand for 

the opening of the new Public Library in the autumn. The book 

report was accepted as read, and copies of the report were dis

tributed to the Board members. 

Mrs. Hays inquired whether there should be an article in 

the Ann Arbor News about the ne,•r books. Mrs. Haight reported 

that Mr. Chance, the head librarian, does not like publicity 

before the books are catalogued. Then the suggestion was made 

that after the new books were catalogued, they might be with

drawn and a special presentation Viith suitable publicity be 

made at that time. ~o specific action was taken. 

Miscellaneous matters were discussed. In answer to Mrs. 

Hays' suggestion that perhaps something might be done to im

prove the organization of the Association, Miss Pattengill 

remarked that in nine years the Ladies Library will celebrate 

its one-hundreth birthday, and yet it h8s run quite well in 

its present loose form. 

The bill for the Book Plate in the autumn of 1955 came 

to $11.85. It was paid by the Treasurer. 

Mrs. Vibbert will help Mrs. Hayden clear up the old 

Treasurers I reports. I,~rs. Hays and Mrs. Wethey will look 

over material from the safety deposit box, old minutes, etc. 

The renort of the nominating (cmmittee followed. It was 

acknowledged that there should be new officers soon, but that 

this year was rather a special one in that the new Public 
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Library was to be opened in the fall. Consequently twas 

proposed that elections not be held until after the new library 

is fin shed. A motion was made andc arried to the effect that 

a special meeting be called for that purpose later in the year. 

The suggestion was made that a special interim cormnittee 

be created with nower to act over the transition period of the 

transferal of the Public Library to its new buildins. Thus·a 

meeting of the Board would not be necessary if anything comes 

up. The corm11ittee was to consist of Mrs. Hays, Mrs. Dodge, 

and the Book Committee. A motion to that effect was made by 

Mrs. Vibbert. It was seconded and passed. 

Miss Hall asked how the membership of the book committee 

is determined. There have been two members and the chairman. 

T~e Secretary read the appropriate lines in the Constitution 

which says that there shall be a Chairman and three other 

members. Miss Hall and Mrs. Plumer are the present members 

and Miss Hall proposed Miss Collins as the third. 

On motion by T.T iss Pattengill the meeting was adjourned 

at 4:30 P.M. 

Alice Sunderland Wethey, 
Secretary. 
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Ladies 1 Library Association 

Treasurer's Report 

April 1, 1956 to March 31, 1957 

Expenditures 

Safety deposit box 
Slater's 
Vvittenborn & Co. 

Rights, Eastman 
Kodak and Monsanto 
Chemical 

1 share, rights 
10 shares, 1'onsanto 

Chemical 
10 shares, Arvin 

Industries 

Balance, March 31, 
1957 

4.40 
58.00 

8.35 

70.75 

26.88 
28.96 

339.34 

304.0l 

699.19 

769.94 

• 
91.98 

861.92 

Income 

Dues 
Abbott Laboratories 
B. M. I. 
Dia~ond Match (com.) 
Diamond Match (pf.) 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Phelps Dodge 
Monsanto Chemical 
Standard Oil 
Bank interest 
U.S.Eond series G. int. 
U.S.Eond series K. int. 

Balance, April 1, 
1956 

(Elizabeth O. Hayden) 

1.00 
45.00 

110.00 
45.00 
37.52 
37.10 

100.00 
100.00 

10.25 
67.80 

8.43 
12.50 
41.40 

616.00 

245.92 

861.92 

139 



Ladies Library Association 

P. nn Arbor, Mi c'higan 

Holdings 

Company 

Abbott Laboratories 

Bond Holders Management, 
Inc. 

Diamond ~iatch, common 

Diamond Match, preferred 

Eastman Kodak 

April 1957 

Shares 

25 

100 

26 

25 

15 

King Seeley 80 (stock split) 

Phelps Dodge 

Standard Oil Indiana 

Monsanto Chemical 

20 

30 

10 

Monsanto Chem. Purchased 
1957 11 

Arvin Industries. Purchased 
1957 10 

u. s. A. Bond, Series G. .g.,5OO.OO 

u. s. A. Bond, Series K. ~1500.00 

Total 

Income 1956 

$45.00 

100.00 

45.00 

37.52 

37.10 

100.00 

100.00 

67.80 

7.50 

$ 539.92 

12.50 

41.40 

$ 6.07.62 

Elizabeth 0. Hayden, 
Treesurer. 
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LADIES' LIBMRY ASSOCIATION 

Report of Book Committee for year 1956-57 

Due to the overcrowded condition of the books in the locked 

cases and the fact that in September the library will be moved 

to its nevi buildinp; we have kept the number of ourchases to a 

minimur>1. The following have been presented to the Ann Arbor 

Public Library since our last annual meeting in 1956: 

Sievekin,.,., Johannes, Die Terra.kotten der Sammlung Loeb, 2 vols. 
(Gift of ~ary Hays) 

Sieveking, Johan..~es, Die Bronzen der Sammlung Loeb. 
(Gift of Mary Hays; 

New York r,1useum of rti:odern Art Publications (membershiry) 'ii-12.50 

Balthus by James Thrall Soby. 
A Report on the Film Library 1941-1956. 
Paint:ing and Sculpture Acquisitions June 1, 1953 -

June 30, 1955. 
Eduard r.iunch by William S. Lieberman. 
International Exchange in the Arts by George F. Kennen. 
Jrckson Pollock by Sam Hunter. 
~fasters of British Painting 1800-1950. 

1.Vebb, Geoffrey, Architecture in Britain: The Middle Ages 
Pelican History of Art Series, 8.35 

Venturi, L., The Sixteenth Century from Leonardo to 
El Greco: Skira Great Centuries of 
Painting. 

Gray, Basil, UNESCO ~/orld Art Series: Iran. 

Hendy, Philip, UNESCO World Art Series: Italy, 
Masaccio 

22.00 

12.00 

12.00 

$ 66.85 
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We have a standing order with Wittenborn for the Pelican 

History of Art. Otherwise we have placed our order at Slater's. 

Each firm allows us 20 percent discount but Wittenborn charges 

for shipping. Mrs. Bursley maintains the Museum of Modern Art 

Membership. At the present time we have placed an order for 

books which will be on hand for the opening of the new library. 

Some have arrived today, but I will include them in the report 

for the following year. We plan to spend about $200 on this 

order. 

The Book Committee wishes to thank Miss Caroline Pattengill, 

Miss Eleanor Collins, Mrs. Ph lip Bursley and Mrs. J. G. Hays 

for their helpful assistance. 

Helen Hall 

Carol Plumer (Mrs. James M. Plumer) 

Isabel Haight (Mrs. Cameron Haight) 
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Books Presented to the Ann Arbor Public Library 
by the Ladies' Library Association 

143 

November 30, 1956: 

Publications of the Museum of Modern Art: 

1. Rewald, John, Post-Impressionism from Van Gogh to 
Gauguin. 

2. Wheeler, Monroe, Textiles and Ornaments of India. 

3. Miller, D. c., Twelve Americans. 

_, Recent Drawings USA. 4. 

5. Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Final Report 

I. Haight, Chm .. 

April, 1957: 
1. Jackson Pollock, Museum of Modern Art. 

2. Edvard Munch, Museum of Modern Art. 

3. George F. Kennen address, Museum of Modern Art. 

4. Venturi, L., The Sixteenth Century from Leonardo to El Greco. 

5. Gray, Basil, UNESCO, Iran. 

6. Hendy, Philip, UNESCO, Masaccio. 

7. Gantner, J., The Glory of Romanesque Art. 

8. Gieure, M., G. Brague. 

9. Little, N., The Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Collection. 

10. Pageant of Japanese Art, Vols. IV, V, VI. 

I Haight, Chm. 



Ladie __ Library Association _of Ann ArborL MichigB;~ 

Special r.:eeting, December 14, 1957. 

A soecial meeting of the Board of the Ladies 1 Library Asso

ciation was held on December 14, 1957, at the home of '1!rs. 

James G. Hays, Presldent. Those present were: Mrs. James G. 

Hays, President, rtrs. Joseph R. Hayden, Treasurer, Mrs. Stanley 

D. Dodge, '11s s Eleanor Collins, Tl,'iss Helen B. Hall, 11rs. 11, illiam 

A. Frayer, Vice €_E_es.:.dent, :,frs. Cameron Haight, Chairman of 

the ·,ook Committee, Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert, Mrs. Josselyn 

Van Tyne, and !1!rs. Harold E. We they, Secretari. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Hays about 10:15 

A. ~~. !1~rs. Hays said that the time had cone for the Associa

tion to acquire some new members. Twenty is the limit set by 

the constitut~on, and there are only fifteen on the Board at 

the presenc time, since Mrs. Thieme ha.s resiF,ned. She suggested 

that five new members all at once might be too many, that the 

elections mi~ht better be spread overt wo or three years. 

Various names have been suggested. :trs. Plumer moved that we 

elect just three, and the motion was passed. 

An informal discussion followed as to the voting. Mrs. 

Dodge wondered whether there should not be a mjnimum of votes 

necessary to elect any one. Miss Hall asked what the mathe

matical probabilities might be with a given number of candi

dates and electors. It was agreed that probably the elect:on 

would come out all right any way it might be handled. 

-1-

144 



Further informal discussion followed as to the membership. 

Mrs. Hays remarked that we are a self-perpetuating, non-incor

porated, free-wheeling group. Mrs. Van Tyne suggested a ro-

tating membership, but other5felt that that would not work. 

Then ~rs. Hayden proposed that we make some of our members 

emeritus, then there would be room for more active members. As 

member emeritus, any individual would still be able to contri

bute if she could or wished to do so. An emeritus member would 

have no voting privileges, and could not hold office, but could 

attend meetings. The motion was made and passed that when a 

member wishes to resign, she may be given this half-active status, 

and that members who wish tor etire from active participation 

may be made members eme~itus. 

The financial renorts were brought into the discussion. 

Each member is to have a statement about holdings, what was 

paid for each investment, its value in January of each year, 

·~ and the income from it. The total fund is worth about il2,000 

at the present time. Yet in 1916 the income was not enough to 

take care of the little Library building. The existence of the 

Public Library meant that the private La.dies'Library could get 

no more members, consequently there was almost no income from 

membership dues. 

A slate of the names of the various candidates suggested 

for new memberships was then given to each of the Board members 

present. As a result of the balloting we elected the following: 

-2-

145 



Mrs. John Alexander, Mrs. Hayward Keniston, and Mrs. Robert 

McNamara. 

The meeting was adjourned about 11 :30. 

Alice Sunderland Wethey, 
Secretary. 
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Ladies'Librar Association of Ann Arbor Michigan 

Board Members in 1958.-i~ 

1. Mrs. Philip Bursley (1927). 

2. Mrs. John G. Winter (1929). 

3. Mrs. James G. Hays (1930)- President. 

4. Mrs. Stanley D. Do~ge (1940). 

5. Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden (1940) - Treasurer. 

6. Mrs. Edward L. Adams (1940). 

7. Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943). 

8. Miss Helen B. Hall (1948). 

9. Mrs. William A. Frayer (1951) - Vice President. 

10. Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951) - Chairman, Book Committee. 

11. Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951). 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Miss 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Charles B. Vibbert (1951). 

Josselyn Van Tyne (1951) • 

Harold E. Wethey (1951) - Secretar;y_:. 

Eleanor s. Collins ( 1956) • 

John Alexander (1958). 

Hayward Keniston (1958). 

Robert McNamara (1958). 

In parentheses is given the year the individual member 

joined the library Board. 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Annual Meeting, May 31, 1958. 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies' Library Association was 

held on May 31, 1958 at the home of Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne. 

Those nresent were: Mrs. James G. Hays, President, Mrs. Josse

lyn Van Tyne, Miss Caroline Pattengill, Mrs. Cameron Haight, 

Chairman of the Book Committee, M.rs. Charles B. Vibbert, Ii1rs. 

Joseph R. Hayden, Treasurer, Mrs. Stanley D. Dodge, Mrs. John 

Alexander, and Mrs. F.arold E. Wethey, Secretary. 

The Meeting was called to order by the president at 11:15 

A. M. The secretary read the minutes of a special meeting on 

February 29, 1957, of the Annual Meeting on April 25, 1957, 

and of a special meeting on December 14, 1957. The minutes 

were accepted. 

The treasurer's report was given by Mrs. Hayden. The 

balance on hand on April 1, 1957 was $91.98. Total cash re

ceived up to March 31, 1958, including a bond which came due, 

was $1091.00. Expenditures for the year were $241.04, and on 

March 31, 1958 the cash on hand was $941. 94. 

There was a discussion as to the advantages and disadvan

tages of a checking account as against a savings account. Mrs. 

Hayden said that~ checking account would be more expensive, 

but others felt that the interest on our savings account is so 

small as to be negligible. Miss Pattengill observed that, after 

all, the purpose of our organization is to spend money, not to 
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save it. Mrs. Van Tyne pointed out that there is undoubtedly 

a minimum balance, probably $100, which must be maintained in 

a checking account. Last year the account did get down below 

$30 because the Board was not buying books for a while, but 

was investing reserve sums instead. It was the consensus that 

a checking account would be more convenient. Consequently it 

was moved and seconded that we chanee over to a checking 

account, and the motion was carried by a show of hands. 

New investments this year have been 10 shares of Detroit 

Bank and Trust Co., and 6 shares of American Electric Power, 

bought for a total of $687.54. The treasurer's report was 

accepted. 

The report of the book committee was made by Mrs. Haight. 

At the dedication of the new Public Library last October the 

Ladies 1 Library Association oresented ten books each with the 

new book plRte. The list of these will be added to the Minutes. 

There is a difficulty with the book plate, especially in the 

books on the 14-day shelf, for the jacket covers it. Could it 

be put on the fly leaf? Mrs. Dodge agrees that it would be 

dreadful to put it on the title page. No solution was reached 

in the discussion. 

The standing orders for the UNESCO and Pelican volumes 

were mentioned and it was reported that the subject catalogue 

made by Miss Pattengill is being kept up to date. Attention 

was called to the mixed-up situation in an oversize case for 
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large books, a case which is not locked. One volume of Panofsky 

is there, but the other volume is shelved elsewhere. It was 

pointed out that a lot of our books still do not have book

plates in them, and that there is a long job involved to fill 

them in. Who is to do it? l\Irs. Haight has been working at it 

gradually, but it seems endless. 

·~ It apuears that Mr. Chance has bought some books over $10, 

although for a long time it was understood that the Association 

was to assume responsibility for all such; and it also appears 

that he thought that we didn't buy books on architecture! The 

cataloguing of our books seems very strange in some instances. 

Some are downstairs under other classifications. For example, 

prh1itive art is classified under country. Mrs. Dodge suggests 

that we simply request that classification of our books be under 

art. The report of the book committee was accented. 

150 

The renort of the nominating committee given by Miss Patten

gi 11 named for President, Mrs. Haight; for Vice President, Mrs. 

Frayer; for Treasurer, Mrs. Van Tyne; for Secretary, ~rs. Vibbert; 

and for Chairman of the Book Committee, 1Iiss Helen Hall. Mrs. 

Hayden moved that nominations be closed. The motion was seconded 

and passed and the slate was elected. 

A proposed change in the constitution was brought up by 

:trs. Hays, that the Board have a regular fall meeting in addi

tion to the annual spring meeting. At the spring meeting we 

would continue to elect new members. A motion to have a second 
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regular meeting l.n the fall was made by Miss Pattengill. It 

was seconded and passed. 

Various historical matters were discussed. Mrs. Hays read 

the letter of Byron Finney~ of March 23, 1917, describing his 

difficulties with the Secretary of the Board of Education over 

the Article of Agreement between the La.dies' Library Associa

tion and the Public Schools of Ann Arbor. In the Article of 

Agreement signed May 6, 1916 by Charles A. Sink, President of 

the Board of Education and G. J. Ray, Secretary, and Caroline 

c. Lombard, President of the le.dies• Library, and Ida c. Finney, 

Secretary was the following stipulation: 11 In case the said 

Public Schools, the party of the second part, SQOUld sell or 

lease the premises above deeded and conveyed, then the funds 

realized from such sale or lease, less the expense incident to 

the change, shall be invested in good securities by the govern

ing board of the said Public Schools, party of the second part, 

and the income arising therefrom expended in the purchase of 

books to be added to said collection. The books so nurchased 

to be selected by the said Ladies' Library Association with the 

approval of said. governing board. 11 However, the Association 
~leven 

never had a cent of money in the~ years between the sale of 

the property on Huron Street to the telephone company and the 

erection of the new Public Library Building on S. Fifth Avenue. 

It was recalled that at an earlier meeting fl956J it 

was requested that anyone having items of historical interest 
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conerning the Ladies' Library give them to Mrs. Frayer, who 

would arrange to have them kept at the Michigan Historical 

Collection in the Rackham Building. But to date Mrs. Frayer 

has received nothing;. Miss Pattengill feels that it is not 

safe to have any such material in any of our own houses. Mrs. 

Vibbert thinks that the Historical Association should have a 

list of all of our documents and that we should have a list 

of theirs in connection with the Ladies' Library. Of' course, 

the original Article of Agreement and the original deed of the 

property on Huron Street to the Public ~chools of Ann Arbor 

belong to us and should be in our safety deposit box. Mrs. 

Hays found them at the Rackham Building, evidently having 

been presented by oyron Finney. But he had never any right 

to such documents and could not legally 12:ive them away, and 

we now have them back. 

The latest book of Minutes dates from 1908 to 1953. Miss 

Pattengill suggested that we vote 8t the fall meeting what to 

do with our material. Mrs. Haight proposed Mrs. Hays, Mrs. 

Van Tyne and Miss Pattengill to be an historical committee to 

take care of this matter. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12 :30 P .M. 

Alice Sunderle.nd We they, 
Secretary. 
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C O P Y 

Extract from Minutes of Annual Meetinp: of Ladies' Library Asso

ciation, May 31, 1958: 

11A proposed change in the constitution was brought up by 

Mrs. Hays, that the Board have a regular fall meeting in addi

tion to the annual spring meeting. At the spring meeting we 

would continue to elect new members. A motion to have a second 

regular meeting in the fall was made by Miss Pattengill. It 

was sec anded and passed. 11 

153 



LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

April 1, 1957 

Expenditures: 

Safety deposit box 
Mrs. P.E.Bursley, Art 
Wittenborn 
Slater's 
Guaranty Trust for 

58/00 sh. Monsanto 

Balance, March 31, 
1958 

4.40 
13.50 
10.50 

192.40 

20.24 

$ 241.02 

941. 94 

$ 1,182.98 

[Retyped by Alice S. Wethey 
1966 and May 1978] 

March 31, 1958 

Income: 

Dues and contrib. 2.10 
Abbott Laboratories 47.50 

20.00 Arvin Industries 
B. M. I. 100.00 

(com.) 45. 00 
(pf. ) 3 7. 52 

40.50 

Diamond Match 
Diamond Match 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Monsanto 
Phelps Dodge 
Standard Oil (Ind.) 
U.S.Gov. bond paid 

in with interest 
(series G) 

Series I\ bond 
Bank interest 

100.00 
21. 25 
60.00 
62.70 

506.25 

41. 40 
6.78 

$ 1,091.00 

Balance, April 1, 
1957 91. 98 

$ 1,182.98 

Bond $500 

Elizabeth 0. Hayden. Treasurer 
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COMPANY SHARES 

Abbott Lab. 2 5 

Arvin Indust. 10 

B. M. I. 100 

Diamond Match 
com. 25 

Diamond Match 
pf. 25 

Eastman Kodak 15 

II ll 

If If 

II " 

King Seeley 

Monsanto 

" 
II 

Phelps Dodge 

Standard Oil 
(Ind) 

1 

l 

40 

10 

l 

10 

20 

30 

11 stock split 30 

U.S.Bond, K 

U.S.Bond, K 

U.S.Bond. K 

LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Holdings, January 1, 1958 

DATE ACQ. COST DIV. 1957 

12/28/54 1~126.75 $1.80 

4/ 4/57 304,01 2,00 

11/ 2/53 880.00? .80 

2/16/51 to 
5/ 6/55 353.57 1.80 

6/15/51 1,310.85 1.50 

4/18/52 541.77 2.65 

11/12/54 

4/19/55 

1/26/57 

9/30/52 

3/16/56 

3/25/57 

12/23/54 

10/17/52 

12/ 1/54 

10/52 

10/53 

1/56 

24.65 

25.~4 

26.88 

923.60 

480.75 

28,86 

339.34 

970.71 

1,158.99 

500.00 

500.00 

500.00 

2.50 

1..00 

5.00 

2.20 

INCOME 
1956 

45.00 

15.00 

110.00 

45.00 

37.52 

38.90 

100,00 

18,50 

86.00 

62.70 

13.80 

13.80 

13.80 

$ 600.02 

[Typed by Alice S, Wethey 
August 1978) 

Elizabeth O. Hayden, Treasurer 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

BOOK COMMITTEE REPORT, May 31, 1958 

At thededication of the new Ann Arbor Public Library on 

October 13, 1957, the Ladies' Library Association presented ten 

books with our new bookplate. The value of these books totaled 

$156. These were on display on the second floor during the 

ceremony. The following books were presented, 

1. Pageant of Japanese Art, Vol, I Painting 1, 

2, Venice Observed, Mary McCarthy. 

3. UNESCO WORLD ART SERIES - IRAN 

$, UNESCO WORLD ART SERIES - SPAIN 

5, UNESCO WORLD ART SERIES - MASACCIO 

6, The Glory of Romanesque Art, Joseph Gantner. 

7. Leonardo da Vinci, Istituto Geografico de Agostini. 

8, Japan's New Architecture, Shinji Koike 

9, American Painting Today, Pousette-d'Art 

10. Greek Architecture, A. W, Lawrence (Pelican History) 

In connection with the University's exhibit and symposium on 

Mexican Art the library exhibited some books on Mexican Art, Miss 

Hall presented a list of twenty-five titles as possible book selec

tions in this field, On checking I found eleven to be in the 

library, but we were able to purchase two new publications included 

in the following list. These books were presented in April 1958 

($108,). 
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1. Indian Art of Mexico and Central A.merica, M, Covarrubias, 

2, Pre-Columbian Art,. S, K, Lothrop~ 

3. UNESCO WORLD ART SERIES~ CEYLON, 

4. Greece in Color.' Kerenyi, 

S, Early Medieval Painting, Grabar and Nordenfalk, 

6, German Art of the 20th Century, Haftrnann. 

7. Matta, Bulletin of the Museum of Modern Art. 

8. David Smith, Bulletin of the Museum of Modern Art. 

We have a standing order for the Unesco publications and also 

for the Pelican History of Art Series (Wittenborn). With the ex

ception of the Museum of Modern Art Publications (Mrs. Bursley's 

subscription) and the Pelican series all books have been ordered 

at Slater's at 20% discount. 
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Miss Simpson at the library has continued our author and title 

file and I have continued the subject file organized by Miss Patten

gill. In addition to buying new books this corning year the commit

tee should help arrange the locked case and also check our books 

which do not have our book-plate, 
/ 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Plumer 

Eleanor Collins 

Helen Hall 

Isabel Haight (Chairman) 



LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mrs. Philip Bursley (1927) 

I Mrs. John G. Winter (1929) 

Mrs. James Griffith Hays (1930) 

¥rs. Stanley Dodge (1940) 

Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden (1940) 

Mrs. Edward L. Adams (1940) 

Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943) 

Miss Helen B. Hall (1948) 
Chairman Book Committee 

Mrs. William A. Frayer (1951) 
Vice-President 

Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951) 
President 

Mrs. James Plumer (1951) 

Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951) 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951) 
Secretary 

Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951) 

Miss Eleanor Collins (1956) 

Mrs. John Alexander (1957) 

Mrs. Hayward Keniston (1957) 

Mrs. Robert McNamara (1957) 

Mrs. Adams died in 1958 

1958 - 1959 

917 Olivia 

901 South Forest 

1555 Washtenaw 

1547 Washtenaw 

1530 Hill Street 

1830 Washtenaw 

1213 Hill Street 

715 South Forest 

745 Riverview 

2112 Vinewood 

1505 Golden 

1921 Cambridge 

1710 Hermitage 

2009 Morton 

703 South Forest 

288 Arlington 

1507 East Park Place 

410 Highland 

8-7956 

3-7123 

2-1420 

2-0620 

8-8033 

8-6282 

8-6331 

2-3347 

3-4529 

2-1230 

2-8022 

3-4433 

2-2415 

3-6255 

8-5879 

2-4164 

2-7091 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Meeting of October 14, 1958 

The October meeting of the Ladies' Library Association 

was held at the home of Mrs. Cameron Haight. Those present 

were: Mrs. Cameron Haight, President, Mrs. William Frayer, 

Vice-President, Miss Helen Hall, Chairman of the Book Com

mittee, Miss Caroline Pattengill, Chairman of the Archives 

Committee, Mrs. Edward L. Adams, Mrs. Stanley D. Dodge, 

Mrs. Joseph Hayden, Mrs. J. Griffith Hays, Mrs. Hayward 

Keniston, Mrs. Robert McNamara, Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert, 

Secretary. The meeting was called to order by the president 

at 4:00 P.M. 

The secretary read the minutes of the annual meeting 

held on May 31, 1958. The minutes were accepted. 

The treasurer's report was given by Mrs. Frayer, sub

stituting for Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, Treasurer. The in-

come from dividends and interest between May 31 and October 

10 was $204.83. The previous balance was $273.89, making 

a total of $478.72. Expenditures amounted to $439.30, 

leaving on October 10, 1958 a cash balance of $439.30. The 

treasurer stressed the fact that the safety box now contains, 

besides the cash on hand, all the certificates of stocks, 

Mrs. D'Ooge's history of the Association, the 1931 signed 

Constitution, authorization for the treasurer to handle the 

accounts, the Warranty Deed to the Public Schools dated July 
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16, 1916, and a copy of the agreement with the School Board. 

The report was filed in the Secretary's book. 

The report of the Book Committee was given by Miss Hall 

who stated that more books would be bought before Christmas. 
/ 

Miss Pattengill gave her report on the Archives of the 

Association. She was happy to state that the Association 

now has a complete record of what papers it has (as far as 

can be ascertained). She proposed the following resolutions 

for the consideration and action of the board: 

(1) That, for the present anyway, we keep possession 

of what papers we now have, and if at some later date it 

seems best to deposit some of them with the Michigan Histor

ical Collection, that they be placed there on loan only. 

(2) That we give to the Michigan Historical Collections 

the DAR booklet about the Angell Bible School in China; 

nAn Appreciation of Sarah Caswell Angell," by Mrs. E. M. 

Blatchford, read before the Michigan Branch of the Women's 

Board of Missions; a photostat of a clipping about a public 

meeting in 1905 and one of Mrs. D'Ooge's history. 

(3) That any discarded material be offered to Mr. Van

der Velde for his inspection. 

(4) That the decision in regard to the material in the 

Treasurer's box be left to the Executive Committee, with any 

assistance they may wish, and with power to act. 

(5) That a suitable container, plainly marked, be 
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purchased for the Archives. 

The second resolution was passed after a motion by Mrs. 

Adams, seconded by Mrs. Frayer, the third after a motion by 

Mrs. Hays, seconded by Miss Hall, the fourth after a motion 

by Mrs. Frayer, seconded by Mrs. Hays. During the discussion 

of the first resolution Miss Hall stated that it would be 

acceptable if the location of the documents is definite, 

and, added Miss Pattengill, of easy access. Finally the 

resolution was table until the Spring meeting. The fifth 

resolution also was shelved until the Spring meeting. 

It seems fitting to dwell longer on Miss Pattengill's 

report. She gave an intimate history of the Association 

from its beginning, stressing its devotion to the community, 

its unity of purpose all through the years, in spite of 

changing boards. Lately the untiring efforts of Mrs. Hays 

and others carries on the tradition. She also mentioned 

the multiple duties of the early committees, including be

sides those we have today, many others concerned with re

pairs, heating problems, and the like. She spoke of their 

constant financial worries, since the body of contributors 

was small and the members' dues very low: $1.00 a year, or 

8.50 the half year. But they always came through the crises, 

raising money with strawberry festivals, luncheons, ker

messes, cantatas, plays, lectures given in churches or pri

vate houses. All these brought in a few dollars each time; 
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A profit of $35.00 was considered good; $76.00 was the top. 

They were greatly helped by two large gifts, one of $500.00 

(E. C. Seaman) and $1,000.00 (Mr. David Henning), also occa

sionally by some men's clubs' contributions. Such an intimate 

picture was of great interest to the members present. Miss 

Pattengill's report was filed in the secretary's book. 

Mrs. Haight, who as president of the Association is a 

member of the Ann Arbor Library Advisory Committee, expressed 

concern over the power of the librarian to weed out books 

the publication dates of which go back ten years or more. 

Mrs. Keniston explained that such a measure applies only to 

old text books, out of date, and of no use in a public libra

ry. 

Mrs. Haight thought that the Constitution of the Associa

tion should be clarified. Mrs. Van Tyne is in charge of it. 

Mrs. Haight thanked Miss Pattengill for her work and wonder

ful report on the history of the Association and expressed 

the hope that it might be the start of a book on the Ladies' 

Library Association. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 P.M. 

Madeleine B. Vibbert, Secretary. 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

TREASURER'S REPORT, October 10, 1958 

According to the consensus at the last meeting, held in May, 

Mrs. Hayden Mrs. Haight and the incumbent, Mrs. Van Tyne. trans

ferred the savings account of the Association to the present 

checking account in the Ann Arbor Bank. The keys to the safety 

deposit box were transferred on the same day. Mrs. Haight and 

Mrs. Van Tyne each hold one and either is authorized to have 

access to the box. 

Because of Miss Pattengill's very arduous and meticulous 

efforts to gather together in the safest and most accessible 

places our archive material. you may be interested to know that 

the safety deposit box now contains all the certificates of 

stock, the printed copy of Mrs. D'Ooge's history of the Associa

tion, the 1931 signed Constitution, authorizations for the treas

urer to handle the accounts, the warranty deed to the public 

schools dated June 16, 1916, a letter from Mr. Finney to Mrs. 

Lombard, then President of the Association, regarding the trans

actions with the School Board, and a copy of the agreement. 

Other things, previously kept in the safety box have been p;aced 

with the records, which, it was voted at an earlier meeting, 

should be placed in the Michigan Historical Collections. 

A letter was sent to Mrs. Hays in the name of the Finance 

Committee expressing the sorrow and loss we share with her in 

the death of her husband. who gave so generously of his advice 
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and time to the Association. 

The Finance committee has held one meeting at which time 

we discussed our present holdings and the possibility of trying 

to find some one who would advise us as Mrs. Hays has done. It 

was decided that we would try to carry on without an official 

adviser, at least temporarily. since most of the members of the 

committee have access to professional advice for themselves. 

The Treasurer has attempted an analysis of our stocks 

which has not been circulated to the committee. but which will 

be completed and brought up to date for the annual meeting. No 

changed were made in our holdings. although we have had some cut 

in our income. We are watching the market, and at a later date 

may feel it necessary to change some holdings. 

It has been suggested by several advisers that we put our 

holdings in some trust or affiliated fund. 

may interest you. 

Sample statements 

Respectfully submitted. 

Helen B. Van Tyne. Treasurer. 

[Retyped by Alice S. Wethey, August 1978) 

164 



Expenditures: 

Wittenborn 
Slater's 
Bank fees 

LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

October 10, 1958 

$ 10.50 
27.00 

1. 92 

39.42 

Income: 

Balance, June 1, 1958 $ 
Standard Oil (Ind.) 
Phelps Dodge 
Monsanto Chem. 
Eastman Kodak 
Arvin Indust. 
Abbott Lab. 
Detroit Bank 
King Seeley 
B. M. I. 
Diam. Gard. pf. 
Diam. Gard. com. 
Standard Oil (Ind.) 
American Elec. Power 
Phelps Dodge 
Monsanto Chern. 
Detroit Bank 
Eastman Kodak 
U.S. bonds 
Abbott Lab. 
Arvin Indust. 
B. M. I. 

Balance, Oct. 10, 1958 

10.50 
15.00 

5.50 
9.75 
2.50 

11.25 
4.50 

10.00 
20.00 

9.38 
11.25 
10.50 

2.40 
15.00 

5.50 
4.50 
9.75 

13.80 
11. 25 

2.50 
20.00 
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$273.89 

$204.83 478,72 

439.30 

[Retyped by Alice S. Wethey 
1966 and May 1958] 

Helen B. Van Tyne, Treasurer 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Appraisal of Holdings as of October l, 1958 

COMPANY SP.ARES PRICE TOTAL VALUE PERCENT EXPECTED PERCENT 
OF TOTAL INCOME OF TOTAL 

Abbott Lab. 25 "66 $ 1,650.00 11. 8 47.50 5.20 

Am. El. Pwr. 6 44 1/2 267.00 2.0 4.80 ,80 

Arvin Ind. 10 27 1/8 271.25 2.1 12.50 2.17 

B. M. I. 100 880.00 ? 6.7 100,00 18.90 

Det. Bank 10 46 1/8 461.25 3.5 9.00 ,90 

Diamond 
Gard. com. 26 40 1/2 1.053.00 8.1 45.00 8.50 

Diamond 
Gard. pf. 25 30 1/2 762.50 5,1 37,52 7,10 

East. Kod. 15 126 3/4 1,901.25 14.6 42,75 8.10 

King Seeley 40 24 3/4 990,00 7,6 55,00 10.40 

Monsan.Chem. 21 35 1/2 745,00 5,7 22,00 4.20 

Phelps Dod. 20 56 1/4 1,130.00 8.6 60.00 11. 30 

St.Oil Ind. 30 48 1/2 1,447.50 11.09 42,00 7.90 

U,S,Bonds 3 $ 500 1,500.00 11. 49 41. 40 7.80 

$ 13,058.75 98.38 $ 519,47 93.27 

Preferred stocks 762.50 5,1 7,52 7,08 

u. s. Bonds. K 1,500,00 11. 49 41. 40 7.80 

Industrials (common) 9,193.45 69.6 324.75 57.60 

Financial 46,125,00 3,53 9,00 .90 

Public Utility 267,00 2.0 4.80 .80 

[Retyped by Alice s. Wethey Helen B.Van Tyne, Treasurer 
August 1978] 



Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Contents of Safety Deposit Box 

August 18, 1958 

STOCKS 

Industrials 

10 shares Arvin Industries, common 

25 shares Abbott Laboratories 

26 shares Diamond Gardner 

25 shares Diamond Gardner, cumulative 

12 shares Eastman Kodak, common 

10 shares King Seeley 

12 shares Monsanto Chemical 

20 shares Phelps Dodge 

30 shares Standard 011 of Indiana 

Utilities 

6 shares American Gas 

Bonds, Banks, Mutuals 

100 BMI ( B· 

& Electric Power 

10 shares Detroit Bank & Trust Company 

Series K, u. S. Bonds: 

October 1952, 1500.00 

October 1953, $500.00 

February 1956, $500.00 

preferred 

Helen B. VanTyne, Treasurer 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

Program of benefit performance at the Athens Theatre, 

May 1, 1901, "The Doctor of Alcantara. 11 

Catalogue of Ceramic Exhibition. 

Mrs. D'Ooge's history of the Ladies' Library Association, 

1876. 

Constitution of the Association of 1931. 

The copper plate for the Love Maria Palmer bookplate. 

Booklists, treasurer's bills and receipts, etc., up to 

1957, except for current books, are placed in the Michigan 

Historical Collections. 

Helen B. Van Tyne, Treasurer 
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Report on the Archives (1958) 

I am happy to report that we now have what we have long 

been w1sh1ng for, a complete record of what papers we have 

(as far as can be ascertained) where they are, and of what 

they consist. I use the word archives, which is perhaps a 

rather pretentious word for our papers, because it is explicit; 

not all papers are archives. 

Many of them have turned up in the Michigan Historical 

Collections; others are in our bank box; still others in 

the big box passed on from treasurer to treasurer without, it 

would appear, any very careful inspection; recently some have 

to light in the library of the University. 

I have made a careful and detailed list of everything we 

now possess in two parts: (A) Those in the Michigan Histori

cal Collections. It seemed wise to list them separately as 

they are entirely out of our hands, though anyone has easy 

access to them; (B) Those that we still possess and have con

trol of. 

First, in::regard to the archives in the Michigan Histori

cal Collections which have a rather bizarre history. Mrs. 

Byron Finney, who was secretary of the Ladies' Library Associ

ation for many years, resigned in 1927 and died in 1929. Some 

time before his death in 1938, Mr. Finney gave his papers to 

the University Library. He included in them some items which 

were the property of the Ladies' Library Association and, of 
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course, were not his to dispose of. Why they were not turned 

over to our board which was still very active, I can't imagine. 

In 1941, Mr. Finney's papers were transferred to the Michigan 

Historical Collections. The Ladies' Library papers went with 

them and were catalogued as "Finney Papers" and so were "lost" 

for some time. Thanks to the efforts of Mrs. Hays, they are 

now catalogued under our name. 

They consist of (1) Four volumes of minutes, from 1866-

1980, except for Volume II. With the minutes we have they make 

a continuous record of the activities of the Ladies' Library 

Association for nearly 93 years, except the lost seven, 1872-

1879; (2) A folder of heterogeneous, unsorted material (see 

list). Mrs. Hays managed to secure the original warranty deed 

(of the Ladies' Library Association property to the Schools of 

Ann Arbor) and the original copy of the Articles of Agreement 

between the Ladies' Library Association and the Board of Edu

cation; (3) A copy of the sixth edition of the book cata

logue, published in 1887; (4) The Michigan Historical Coll

ections also have a short sketch of the first ten years of 

the Ladies' Library Association by Theresa Schwob. It is a 

student thesis of no special interest as she covers much less 

ably the same period covered by Mrs. D'Ooge's delightful 

history. 

After the lists were compiled and I thought that my work 
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was completed, I found that the General Library of the University 
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has copies of the first edition of the book catalogue, pub

lished in 1873, a supplement published in 1875, and the fifth 

edition published in 1882. They also have a copy of the 1887 

edition, still another copy of which we posses in our own 

archives. I hope that Mr. Vander Velde can get these Uni

versity Library items transferred to the Michigan Historical 

Collections in pursuance of our policy, often expressed in 

our annual meetings, of having our archives less scattered. 

Under Part B of the list I have listed everything we 

have in our possession except any items from the treasuer's 

box which may be chosen later to be included in our archives. 

The contents have been carefully sorted and annotated, but 

no suggestion has been made to date as to their final dispo

sition. It seems to be pretty much a difference of opinion, 

chiefly depending on whether you are a hoarder, a "disposer

of, 11 or an inbetweener! The box yielded five very interesting 

little account books which were listed at once, there being 

no question about them. Otherwise, the box contains roughly, 

cancelled checks, savings bank books, receipted bills, chief

ly for books, and a large number of book lists. 

~ I am much chagrinned that the lists in their final form, 

although completed, are not here today as I fully intended. 

They have to be typed by an expert and owing to the opening 

of the University year at the time when the lists were ready, 

it was impossible to get the work done properly. Except for 
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a sudden indisposition, I should have tried to type a half

way presentable copy for this meeting. 
/ 

Everything in our possession is here today for your in

spection except the items in the bank. I will not list those 

as the treasurer has already done so in her report. 

Very special mention should be made of the fine gift Mrs. 

Hays has made to the board. It is said that he who gives of 

himself with his gift, gives twice. This is certainly true 

of Mrs. Hays, for she spent many hours going over the mater

ial in the Michigan Historical Collections, especially the 

minute books which are far from easy reading, selecting cer

tain items which she thought would be useful and interesting 

for us to have. The photostats here on the table are the 

result and are only one of the many way she has shown her 

deep interest in the work of this board. 

Mrs. Vibbert and Mrs. Hayden deserve a special vote of 

thanks for the masterly job they did on the treasurer's box. 

A tedious and boring chore, but one which immeasurably sim

plifies the necessary decisions in regard to the ultimate 

disposition of the material. 

I hope that this list of all our archives, wherever 

housed, will be useful to any future historian or to anyone 

looking for material about any phase of our work, as it is 

now possible to tell at a glance just what is available and 

where it is. The record of nearly 100 years of our small but 
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very active and quite influential group is of more immediate 

import to us of course, but it also has a certain value for 

any study of early Ann Arbor and its development and growth. 

Nothing has been destroyed. Our archives constitute a 

part of the responsibility of the Board and no action can be 

taken without their formal consent. Mr. Vander Velde is very 

anxious to see anything that we may discard; he insists that 

this is the ~roper procedure" in the case of old papers. 

To bring the whole question of our archives before the 

Board, I take the liberty of proposing the following resolu

tions for your consideration, and if you so wish, action. 

(1) That for the present, anyway, we keep possession 

of what papers we have, and if at some later time, it seems 

best to deposit some of them with the Michigan Historical 

Collections that they be placed on loan only. 

(2) That we give to the Michigan Historical Collections 

the Daughters of the American Revolution booklet about the 

Angell Bible School in China, and the photostat of Mrs. D'Ooge's 

history. 

{3) That any discarded material be handed to Mr. Vander 

Velde for his inspection. 

(4) That a suitable container, clearly marked, be pur

chased for the archives. 

Oct. 14, 1958 Caroline Pattengill 
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Notes: (to Miss Pattengill's report). 

I use the word archives, which is perhaps a rather preten

tious word for our papers, because it is explicit; not all papers 

are archives. 

I hope that this list of all our archives, wherever housed, 

will be useful to any future historian or to anyone looking for 

material about any phase of our work, as it is now possible to 

tell at a glance just what is available and where it is. A record 

of nearly 100 years of our small but very active and quite intlu

ential group is of more immediate import to us, of course, but it 

also has a certain value for any study of early Ann Arbor and its 

development and growth. 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Annual Meeting, May 14, 1959 

The annual meeting of the Ladies' Library Association 

was held on May 14, 1959 at the home of Mrs. William A. 

Frayer. Those present were: Mrs. Cameron Haight, 'Presi

dent, Mrs. William Frayer, Vice-President, Mrs. Josselyn 

Van Tyne, Treasurer, Miss Helen Hall, Chairman of the Book 

Committee, Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert, Secretary, Miss Eleanor 

Collins, Mrs. Stanley Dodge, Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden, Mrs. 

Hayward Keniston, Miss Caroline Pattengill, Mrs. John Winter. 

The meeting was called to order by the president at 

4:00 P. M. The secretary read the minutes of the meeting 

held on October 14, 1958. The minutes were accepted. 

The treasurer's report was given by Mrs. Van Tyne. The 

balance on hand on ~ay 10, 1959 was $368.06. The written 

report was filed in the secretary's book. 

Miss Helen Hall gave the report of the Book Committee. 

Six of the books bought and given this year to the Ann Arbor 

Public Library were on exhibit at the meeting. Miss Hall 

also said that she would send to the secretary her written 

report with the 11st of the books bought, as soon as she 

could. It will then be filed in the secretary's book. Next 

year her committee will have as a new member, Mrs. John Alex

ander. 

Miss Caroline Pattengill gave the Archives Committee's 
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report. She had asked Mr. Vander Velde (Director of the Migh

igan Historical Collections) that early catalogues of the 

Association be taken from the University of Michigan library 

and added to documents already deposited in the Michigan His

torical Collections. Miss Pattengill mentioned that the 

Michigan Historical Collections gave to the Ann Arbor Ladies' 

Library Association a poem received from the Kalamazoo Ladies' 

Library Association. It is a printed pamphlet entitled 

Poem Delivered Before the "Ladies' Library Association. of 

Kalamazoo," at the Quarter Century Celebration of the Settle

ment of the Village and County of Kalamazoo. Michigan, June 

21st, 1854, by E. Lakin Brown, New York, 1854. Pp. 12. The 

secretary was asked to write a letter of thanks to Mrs. Ruth 

Borden, at the Michigan Historical Collections. Miss Patten

gill also asked that one of the books at the Michigan His

torical Collections be rebound at her own expense. 

Mrs. Haight expressed her appreciation of her work and 

suggested that Miss Patteng111 be reimbursed for the various 

expenses incurred by her on behalf of the Association, such 

as typing, binding. It was moved and seconded and carried 

that she be reimbursed $5.00. 

Mrs. Van Tyne gave the report on the new Constitution 

and By Laws of the Association. It was moved by Mrs. Van 

Tyne, seconded by Mrs. Hayden, and voted by the Board that 

the old Constitution be annulled. Then, Mrs. Van Tyne moved, 
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Mrs. Frayer seconded, and the Board voted that the new Consti

tution be adopted. A few articles were discussed, such as 

Article V of the By-Laws which states that members' annual 

dues will remain one dime. The Board gladly endorsed it for 

tradition's sake. The secretary was asked to send in the 

fall to the new members elected at that time or in the future 

a copy of the new Constitution and By-Laws. 

Nominating Committee: Mrs. Dodge gave the slate of of

ficers for the year 1959-1960, which remains the same as for 

1958-1959. It was passed unanimously by the Board after a 

motion by Miss Pattengill, seconded by Mrs. Hayden. 

Question of Dneritus members: It was suggested that 

members, unable to be active, become emeritus members instead 

of resigning, and as such have the privilege of attending 

meetings, without voting power. Mrs. Van Tyne moved and Mrs. 

Keniston seconded that the secretary write Mrs. Hugo Thieme 

that the Board would consider it an honor to have her as an 

emeritus member. The Board voted unanimously in favor of it. 

Mrs. J. G. Hays will replace Mrs. Frayer on the Board of 

the Friends of the Public Library. 

Mrs. Haight, as President of the Ladies' Library Associa

tion, attends as a non-voting member the meetings of the 

Library Advisory Council. 

Finally, the Board was asked by its President to be aware 

of possible changes due to expansion, which changes might 
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affect our collection in the Public Library. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 P.M. 

Madeleine B. Vibbert, 

Secretary. 

[A copy of the constitution of 1959 appears among the 

series of constitutions at the front of this volume.] 

A rnemoranduM circulated to the board members in May 1959: 

At the last meeting of the Ladies' Library Association the 

need for a constitutional revision was discussed. In accordance 

with that feeling, Mrs. Haight appointed the undersigned committee 

to bring a revised constitution to your attention. The enclosed 

is a copy that the committee proposed to present at the annual 

meeting, May 14, 1959. 

Please look it over carefully now and if you have any sug-

gestions call one of us now or speak freely at the meeting. 

Caroline Pattengill 

Bertha Frayer 

Mary Hays 

Isabel Haight 

Helen Van Tyne 
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Ladies' Library Aasooiation of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Treasurer's Report, June 6, 1958 - March 31, 1959 

Balance on hand ~une 6, 1958 

Expendituree 
Wittenborn e30.80 
Slater's 27.00 
Marshall's 8.58 
Bank charees 4.68 
Mrs. Bursley 13.50 

83.56 

Income 
Abbott Laboratories 
Arvin Industries 
American El. Power 
B. !-.• I. 
Detroit Bank 
Diamond Gardner, com. 
Diamond Gardner, pt. 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Phelps Dodge 
Stand. 011 Indiana 
Monsanto Chem. 
U. s. Bonds 

Balance on hand Apr11 1, 1959 

$579. 97 Income 1957-58 
1958-59 208.90 (a drop of &71.07) 

Fitch ratings of stocks held: 3 BBB, 5 BB, 2 B, 
l Xt l ? 

No new stocks were bought or sold during this period. 

Current report Aprill to May 10, 1959 

Expend 1 ture s 
Slater's !258.80 
Slater's 28.40 
Edwards' 9.37 
Stamps 1.00 
Deposit B 4.40 
Bank so. .26 
Mus. Mod. Art 15.00 
Arvin Ind . 12. 75 

_329,98 

Balance May 10, 1959 

Income 
Abbott 
Eastman 
u.s. bonds 
Arvin 
B. M. I. 
K.-seeley 
Diamond 

$11.25 
11.10 
13.80 

2.50 
20.00 
20.00 
16.88 
95.53 

He1en B. Van Tyne 
Treasurer 

$513.89 

36.25 
7.50 
7.44 

80.00 
14.00 
26.25 
28.14 
33.00 
30.00 
60.00 
51.00 
22.00 
27.50 

423. 08 

612.51 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Assets - May 10, 1959 

Number of shares 

25 
6 

13 
100 

10 

25 

25 
30 
40 
21 
20 

30 
3 

Company 

Abbott Laboratories 
American .Electric Power 
Arvin Industries 
BondHol<lers' Management, Inc. 

Detroit Bank & Trust 
Diamond Gardner common 
Diamond Gardner preferred 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Monsanto Chemical 
Phelps Dodge 
Standard 011 of Indiana 
Series K, U. s. Treasury Bonds 

In April of this year Eastman Kodak issued one share 
for every share held, so we now hold 30 aharee. Arvin Indus• 
tries also 1seued a 25% stock dividend and the finance com
mittee decided to keep the two and one half shares, buying 
the rights for another half share, ao altogether we will 
hold 13 shares. Some of the stocks which went down, auoh as 
King Seeley have begun to come back. There are a few stocks 

that wo are watching carefully, 1n case they do not continue 
to improve. With all outstanding bills pa1d we have as of 
April 25 a balance in the bank of 1417.96. W1th an ant1o1pated 
income of over 500 a year, we may be able to purohase more 
stock in the latter part of the year. 

Helen B. Van Tyne. Treasurer. 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Report of the Book Committee for 1958-1959 

In view of the somewhat reduced activity in book-buying 

during the past year or two, resulting from the circumstances 

attendant upon the establishment of the Ann Arbor Public Lib

rary in its new building, the purchase of books during 1958-

1959 has followed a somewhat different pattern from the normal 

one of several years past. Primary attention has been given 

to the acquisition of certain books recommended by the Library 

Staff and by members of the Ladies' Library Board, and to fill

ing gaps in two series of books published by Skira. Other 

books on the list for the year include certain ones in series 

on standing order (UNESCO and Pelican), as well as a few re

ceived through membership in the Museum of Modern Art, New York. 

The Chairman has tried to acquaint herself with the col

lection as a whole, through work with the excellent card file 

prepared by Miss Pattengill and kept up to date by the former 

Chairman of the Book Committee, Mrs. Haight. Future purchases 

will be directed as much as possible not only towards new 

books and fairly recently published ones, but also towards 

older publications which may be specially needed to round out 

the collection. 

Mrs. John Alexander was invited this year to be a member 

of the Book Committee, to serve together with Miss Eleanor 

Collins, a continuing member, and with the present new Chairman. 
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The statistics on books presented to the Ann Arbor Public 

Library during 1958-1959 are here given. These may not tally 

exactly with the Treasurer's figures, since they take into 

account the books actually turned over during the year, while 

some payments may have been entered on the books just prior 

to the beginning of the current year's business. 

Cost of books turned over to the Library (exclusive of the items 

from the Museum of Modern Art): 

Dec. 1958 

Mar. 1959 

Apr. 1959 

Total 

$ 84.38 

268.80 

28.40 

381.58 

Number of Items turned over: 

32 actual books (27 titles, plus 3 ~ulletins of the 
Museum of Modern Art) 

A 11st of the books is here appended. 

Mrs. John Alexander 
Miss Eleanor S. Collins 
Mrs. Cameron Haight, ex officio 
Miss Helen Hall, Chairman 
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Ladles' 11 brary A.seoc1at1on of Ann .Arbor, Michigan 

Books presented to the Public Library, 1958-59 

December 1958: 

Ananda K. Ooomaraswamy, J.ted1aeval Sinhalese Art, 
New York, Pantheon Books, 1956. 

Guido Balla, Modern Italian Painting. New York, 
Przeger, 1958. 

Andre Grabar and Carl Nordenfalk, 4 omanesgue Pe1ntm, New York, 1958 (The Great Oenturiee of 
Painting). 

w. Stevonson Smith, T e of 
Ancient Egypt, Bal can Hist-
ory of Art, Vol. 14). 

Henry Russell Hitchcock, The Architecture of the 
Nineteenth and Twentieth Oentur!es, Ealtimore, 
1958 (The Pelican History of Art, Vol. 15). 

Rudolf W1ttkower, Art and Architecture in Italy. 
1600-1750, Baltimore, 1958 {The Pelican History 
of Art, Vol. 15). 

Henry Russell H1toboock, Gaud1, New York, The Museum 
of Modern Art, 1958. 

The Museum of Modern Art, New York, Bulletin: 
Vol. XXIV, No. 4, summer 1957, 
Vol. XXV, No. 3, July 1958, 
Vol. XXV, No. 4, July 1958. 

March 1959: 

Victor Lazaretf and Otto Demus, USSR. Early Russian 
Ioong, New York Graphic Society, 1958 (The UNb~OO 
World Art Series IX}. 

Jacques Souetelle and Ignacio Bernal. Mexico: Pre
His an o Pa1nt1n , New York Graphic Society, 
1958 The UNESCO World Art Series X). 

The 6om!lete Letters of Vincent Van Gogh, 3 volumes. 
New ork Graphic Society, 1958. 
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A. Reynolds Morse and Michel Tapie, Dali: A Study 
of his L1fe and Work, New York Graphic Society, 
I'9sS. 

Jacques Lassaigne. SRanish Painting 1 from the Catalan 
fresooes to El Greco. New York, Skira, 1952 
{Sk1ra: Painting, Color, History). 

Jean Leymar1e, Dutch Painting, New Yorkt Skira, 1956 
tSk1ra: Painting, Oolor, History}. 

Jacques Lassaigne. P:lemish Painting. The Century of 
Van lzck, New York, Sk1ra, 1957 (Skira: Faint• 
ing, Color, History). 

Jacques Laesa1gne and Robert L. Delevoy, Flemish Paint
ing from Bosch to Rubens, New York, Skira, 1958 
{sklra: Painting, Color, History}. 

Douglas Cooper, Toulouse Lautrec, New York, Abrams, 1957. 

Reinhold Lul11es and Max Binner, Greek Sculpture, New 
York, Abrams, 1957. 

_ Charles Sterling, Great French Painting in the Hermitage, 
New York, Abrams, 1958. 

Yu1ko Yash1ro, Two Thousand Years ot ffapanese Art, New 
York, Abrams, 1958. 

H. Th. Bossert, Decorative Art of Asia and EgYpt, New 
York, Praeger, 1957 .. 

Picture Encyclopedia of Art, New York, Praeger, 1958. 

G. Bernard Hughes, Small Antiaue Silverware, Macmillan, 
1957. 

P. J:. Riis, Introduction to Etruscan Art, New York, 
Philosophical Library, 1954. 

Harold E. Wethey, lon o Cano Panter Soul 
Architect: Pr nce+,on University Press, 

April 1959: 

Werner Haftmann, eto., The Inward Vision: Paul Klee, 
New York, Abrams, 1958. 

Serge Eliseeef and Yahaoh1 Kawai, Japan. Historic 
Masterpieces of Ja~anese Painting, New York 
Graphic Society, l 59 (The UNESCO World Art 
Series, XI). 

184 



\,_) 

LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mrs. Philip Bursley (1927) 

Mrs. John Winter (1929) 

Mrs. James Griffith Hays (1930) 

Mrs. Stanley Dodge (1940) 
Vice-President 

Mrs. Joseph Hayden (1940) 

Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943) 

Miss Helen B. Hall (1948) 
Chairman Book Committee 

1959 - 1960 

917 Olivia 

901 South Forest 

1555 Wa,shtenaw 

1547 Washtenaw 

1530 Hill Street 

1213 Hill Street 

715 South Forest 

Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951) 2112 Vinewood 
President 
Representative Library Council 

Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951) 

Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951) 
Secretary 

Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951) 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951) 

Miss Eleanor S. Collins (1956) 

Mrs. John Alexander (1957) 

Mrs. Hayward Keniston (1957) 

Mrs. Robert McNamara (1957) 

[Left Ann Arbor 1960] 

1505 Golden 

1710 Hennitage 

1921 Cambridge 

2009 Morton 

703 S. Forest 

788 Arlington 

1507 East Park Place 

410 Highland 

8-7956 

3-1723 

2-1430 

2-0620 

8-8033 

8-8382 

8-6331 

3-4520 

2-1230 

3-4433 

2-0822 

2-2415 

3-6522 

3-5879 

2-4164 

2-7091 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Meeting of October 27, 1959 

The October meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Cameron 

Haight, President. Those present were: Mrs. Haight, Presi

dent, Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, Treasurer, Mrs. Stanley Dodge, 

Vice-President pro tem in the absence of Mrs. William Frayer, 

Mrs. John Alexander, Miss Eleanor Collins, Miss Helen Hall, 

Chairman of the Book Committee, Mrs. Hayward Keniston, Mrs. 

Robert McNamara, Miss Caroline Patteng111, Mrs. James Plumer, 

Mrs. Harold Wethey, Mrs. John Winter, Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert, 

Secretary. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M. by Mrs. 

Haight. The secretary read the minutes of the meeting of 

May 14, 1959. They were accepted. 

Mrs. Van Tyne gave the treasurer's report. On April 1, 

1959, the balance on hand was $626.01; during the period 

April 1 to October 1, 1959, the income was $281.45, the ex

penditures were $371.33, leaving a balance of $541.63. The 

report was accepted and filed. Mrs. Hays suggested that it 

might be good to have expert advice about investment. Mrs. 

Van Tyne reminded Mrs. Hays that the Board had decided not 

to spend money for investment counsel. So, it was a question 

of getting free expert advice, if possible. 

The report of the Book Committee for 1958-1959 was 

made by Miss Hall. Thirty-two books were purchased and given 
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to the Ann Arbor Public Library. Some of them had been re

commended by the Library Staff or by members of the Ladies' 

Library Board. The Book Committee would appreciate further 

suggestions. Mrs. Hays wondered whether there might be art 

books for children that we could buy. Miss Pattengill said 

Mr. Chance, Librarian of the Public Library, would buy them, 

but Miss Hall thought that if they were more expensive than 

the Ann Arbor Public Library wanted to afford, there was no 

reason why we should not buy them. 

Mrs. Haight mentioned that Miss Pattengill had brought 

the following manuscript volumes of the Ladies' Library As

sociation: (1) Journal 1881-1886. (2) List of Pledges 

for debt, Journal 1888-1915 and investment data. (3) Ac

count Book 1913-1946. (4) Yearly and Quarterly Reports, 

1903-1916, 1916-1953. 

Mrs. Hays gave a report on the Friends of the Library 

Meeting. They discussed the best ways of spending money to 

improve the furnishings and lighting in the Public Library, 

and also the possibilities of a branch library and another 

Bookmobile. The High School Library closes at 5:00 P.M. 

Would it be possible to keep it open later at night, or is 

the solution to this problem the creation of Public Library 

branches? Also, there is the problem of the teen-agers in 

the Library; some consider it as a meeting place for dates; 

the problem is really nation-wide. 

-2-

187 



Miss Pattengill lamented the death of Mrs. Edward L. 

Adams, a devoted member of the Board of the Ladies' Library 

Association and a very active past president. Mrs. Adams' 

mother had been one of the charter members in 1866 (Note by 

the copyist, 1966: see below). She suggested that a let

ter of condolence be sent to her son2. Mrs. Haight directed 

the secretary to write a letter to the sons of Mrs. Adams. 

Then, she asked the members of the Board to suggest to her 

or to the secretary, the names of possible new members for 

the Board of the Association. Mrs. Hays suggested Mrs. Jen

nings, and Mrs. Keniston suggested Mrs. Youtz. 

The Treasurer collected the annual dues ($.10) from the 

members absent on May 14, 1959. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 P.M. 

Madeleine B. Vibbert, 

Secretary. 

Note by Mrs. Wethey: Mrs. Adams' mother was Mrs. Hardy, who 

was Susan A. Sager before her marriage and daughter of Dr. and 

Mrs. Abram Sager. Thus it was Mrs. Adams' grandmother, Sarah 

Dwight Sager, who was one of the charter members of the Ladies' 

Library Association. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Ladies' Library Assoo1at1gn of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Board Members in 1960 + 

Mrs. Philip Bursley ( 1927). 

Mrs. John G. Winter (1929). 

Mrs. James G. Hays ( 1930). 

Mrs. Stanley Dodge (1940) - V1.ce-Pl"es1dent. 

Mrs. Joseph Hayden (1940). 

6. Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943). 

7. Miss Helen B. Hall (1948). 

8. Mre. William A. Prayel" (1951) - President. 

9. Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951). 

10. Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951). 

11. Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951) - Treasurer. 

12. Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951) - Seoretaq. 

13. Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951). - Chairman Book Committee. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Miss 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

Eleanor s. Colline (1956). 

John Alexander (1958). 

Hayward Keniston (1958). 

Robert McNamara (1958). 

R. Perry Innes (1960). 

Millard Peyor (1960). 

Philip Youtz (1960). 

+ In Parentheses 1s given the year the 1nd1v1dual member 

joined the board. 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

Annual Meeting of April 29, 1960 

The annual meeting of the Ladies' Library Association 

of Ann Arbor was held at the home of Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert. 

Those present were: Mrs. Cameron Haight, President, Mrs. 

William Frayer, Vice-President, Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, Treas

urer, Miss Helen Hall, Chairman of the Book Committee, Mrs, 

James Plumer, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Miss 

Eleanor Collins, Mrs. Stanley Dodge. Mrs. Joseph Hayden, Mrs, 

J. Griffith Hays, Mrs. rayward Keniston, Miss Caroline Patten

gill, Mrs. Harold E. Wethey, Mrs. John Winter, Mrs. Charles 

Vibbert, Secretary. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Haight at 4:00 P.M. 

The secretary read the minutes of the meeting of October 

27, 1959; they were accepted and filed. 

Mrs. Van Tyne gave the treasurer's report which was accept

ed and filed, As spokesman of the Finance Committee she brought 

up the question of keeping or selling such stocks as Bondholders 

Management, Inc,, Diamond National, common and preferred. Also 

the Finance Committee would like to know whether the Board wants 

to spend all or most of the income for books, or save some in

come for future good investments opportunities. They would like 

the Board to express an opinion on a general financial policy. 

Mrs. Haight suggested that the Finance Committee and the Book 

Committee meet and decide on the amount to be spent on books. 
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The report of the Book Committee was given by Miss Hall, 

During the course of the year 1959-1960 fifty-eight books plus 

four Museum of Modern Art Bulletins were turned over to the Pub

lic Library. The list is filed with the report. Miss Hall 

thought it would be better to discontinue the individual member

ship in the Museum of Modern Art, New York, and buy instead such 

of the museum publications as seemed essential, The report was 

accepted and filed. 

Mrs. Haight remarked that the gifts of books to the Public 

Library by the Ladies' Library Association received some very 

favorable publicity both in the Ann Arbor News (March 4, 1960) 

and in the Library Chat of the Friends of the Library, Also, 

she told the board that the corner stone of the Ladies' Library 

building is in the basement of the Public Library. 

Mrs, Hays reported on the situation between the Ladies' 

Library Association and the Board of Education. It arises from 

a legal document signed in 1916 by Mrs. Lombard and Mr, B, A, 

Finney on behalf of the Association, and Mr, Sink on behalf of 

the Board of Education. The Ladies' Library Association deeded 

their building to the Public Schools of Ann Arbor with the fol

lowing stipulations: (1), The capital realized from the sale of 

the property was to be spent for the building of a new Public 

Library, (2) Should there be a lapse of time between the sale 

of the property and the actual spending of the money for a Public 

Library building, the income during such period was to belong to 
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the Ladies' Library Association. Since such a lapse of time 

occurred, the Board of Education owes the Ladies' Library Asso

ciation the interest or income for such period. Finally, after 

months of effort, Mrs. Hays was going to meet with Mr. Bonisteel, 

attorney for the Board of Education, on May 4, to discuss this 

matter, 

Mrs. Hays also reported on the meetings of the committee of 

the Friends of the Libraryr which she attends as the representa

tive of the Ladies' Library Association. 

Mrs, Height reported on the meetings of the Library Advisory 

Council, which she attends as president of the Ladies' Library 

Association. Teen-ager problems of crowding and noise are not 

solved, but studied, More books are needed. The Board of Educa

tion has voted to give the library $10,000.00 for the purchase 

of books. More furniture, higher salaries are needed, so is ano

ther bookmobile. Finally, there is the possibility of the expan

sion of the services of the library to near-by communities such 

as Willow Run, Ypsilanti. The Ann Arbor Public Library might be

come a part of a larger system, In such an eventuality problems 

might arise concerning the collection of books given by the Ladies' 
to 

Library Association~ the Public Library. We hope that the col-

lection will remain together in the central library in Ann Arbor. 

The report of the nominating committee was given by Mrs, 

Plumer. She gave the board a list of names of possible future 

members, and suggested that in the next October meeting we elect 
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three of them to bring the board to the full membership of twenty. 

She also gave the slate of officers for 1960-1961 as follows: 

President, Mrs. Frayer; Vice-President, Mrs. Dodge; Secretary, 

Mrs. Vibbert; Treasurer, Mrs. Van Tyne; Chairman of the Book 

Committee, Mrs. Wethey. The slate was voted on and accepted. 

Mrs. Haight gave the chair to the new president, Mrs. Frayer. 

Mrs. Van Tyne moved that a vote of thanks be given to Mrs. Haight 

for her work as President of the Association. 

The meeting was adjourned by Mrs. Frayer, after five o'clock. 

Madeleine B. Vibbert, Secretary. 

Extract from the minutes of May 31, 1958: 

''A proposed change in the constitution was brought up by Mrs. 

Hays, that the Board have a regular fall meeting in addition to 

the annual spring meeting. At the spring meeting we would continue 

to elect new members. A motion to have a second regular meeting in 
~ 

the fall was made by Miss Pattengill. It was seonded and passed." 
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Ladies' Libra~y Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Annual Report of the Treasurer 
April 1, 1959 - March 31, 1960 

Balance on hand April 1, 1959 

Expenditures Income 

Bank charges $ 4.32 Abbott Lab. $ 47.50 
Safety Box 4.40 Amer. El. Pwr. 10.44 
Typing (C. Arvin Ind. 12.25 
Pattengill) 5.00 B. M. I. 100.00 

To F. Bursley Detroit Bank* 15.00 
for membership Diam. Nat. com. 30.00 
Mus. Mod. Art 13.50 Diam. Nat. pf'. 37.52 

Edwards Broe. 10.37 Eastman Kodak 59.00 
Mus. Mod. Art 15.00 King Seeley 100.00 
Arvin stock 12.75 Monsanto Chem 44.21 
Slater's- 616.20 Phelps Dodge 60.00 
Wittenborn 174.70 St. 011 Ind. 59.60 

U. S. K Bonds 41.40 
-----= -----·-·-856.24 619.92 

Balance on hand April 1, 1960 

•Dec.31st dividend check missing, appears in 
May report, 1960. 

$626.01 

$ 389.69 

Audited by Mr. Benz, Ann Arbor Bank 

lTyped by Alice S 1 Wethey 
1966] 

Helen B. Van Tyne 
Treasurer. 
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LADIRS' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER'S REPOR'l' Or.tobe:r 1, 1959 .. March 31, 1960 
------

EXPENDITURES INCOME BAL.ANCE 

OCTOBER $ 541.65 

Bank charge ,34 Abbott Lab. ... v 11.25 
Arvir. Ind. .3.25 
East..Tt1an Kodak 11.10 
U q . .., . K bonds 13.80 
King Seeley 20.00 
B.M. I 20.00 

79.40 620,69 

NOVF.MBER 

Bank charge .36 Diam. Na.t. c. 7.50 
Diam. Nat. pf. 9,38 

16.88 637.21 

DECEMBER 

Bank charge .16 Am, El. Pw:r:-. 2.70 
Phelps Dodge 15.00 
St. Oil Ind. 26.10 
Monsanto 5.50 

---
49.30 686.35 

JANUARr, 1960 

Bank charge ,23 Arvin Inc.. 3,25 
Detroi.t Bank 5.00 
Eastman Kodak 25.70 
Abbott Lab. 13.75 
B. M. I. 40.00 
King Seeley 20,00 

---
92.70 788.82 

FEBRUARY 

Bank charge .29 Monsanto rts. 22.21 
Slater's 65,10 U.S. K bond 6.90 
Slater's 12.50 Diam. Nat. c. 7.50 
Wittenborn 1,49. 00 Diam. Nat. pf. 9.30 

236.89 45.99 596.92 

(continued on next page) 



LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCI~TION 

TREASURER'S REPORT (page 2) October 1, 1959 - March 31, 1960 

EXPENDITURES !NCO.ME B/1.LANCE 

-------------------------------------
MARCH 

Bank charge .23 Am. El. Pwr. 
Slater's 194.60 Phelps Dodge 
Slater's 8.00 St. Oil Ind. 
Wittenborn 15.30 Monsanto 
Slater's 28.80 

246.93 

APRIL 

Bank box 4.40 Abbott Lab. 
Slater's 289.90 Arvin~ Ind. 

Detroit Bank 
294.30 U.S. K. bonds 

[retyped by Alice S. Wethey 
1978] 

• 2. 70 
15.00 
10.50 

5,50 

33.70 384.69 

11.25 
3.25 
5.00 

13.80 

33.30 138.19 

HELEN B. VAN TYNE, TREASURER 
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I ..........,,... 

Report of the Ladies' Library Association Book 
Committee for 1959-1960 

Mrs. Hayward Keniston was invited this year to be a mem

ber of the Book Committee, to serve with the members of the 

previous year. The individual membership in the Museum of 

Modern Art, New York, held in the name of one of the Associa

tion's officers, brought eight items to the book collection 

for the Ann Arbor Public Library, four books or panphlets 

and four bulletins. The present Chairman questions the advis

ability of continuing this policy. It is her opinion that it 

would be better to discontinue the membership and buy such 

of the Museum's publication as seem essential. 

The standing order with Wittenborn -for the Pelican His

tory of Art series brought two volumes and should be contin

ued until the series is complete. A new standing order was 

placed with Slater's for the fifteen volume set of the McGraw

Hill Encyclopedia of World Art. This was very welcome to the 

Public Library. The first volume appeared early in 1960, and 

one or two per year can probably be expected. The cost per 

volume is $32, less 10%; the total cost of the set will be 

$480, less 10% or actually 0432, to be distributed over sev

eral years. 

The statistics for the year are as follows for books 

turned over to the Ann Arbor Public Library: 

64 actual pieces, which amount to 58 titles plus 4 Museum 

-1-

197 



of Modern Art Bulletins. 

The cost of these books was $793.90 (plus the Museum of 

Modern Art Membership Fee of $15.00). 

The complete list of the books turned over during 1959-

1960 is here appended. Records of individual prices are kept 

in the files of the Book Committee. 

Mrs. John Alexander 
Miss Eleanor S. Collins 
Mrs. Cameron Haight, ex officio 
Mrs. Hayward Keniston 
Miss Helen B. Hall, Chairman 

Book Committee of the Ladies' Library 
Association of Ann Arbor. 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor Michigan 
Books Presented to Ann Arbor Public Library 

1959 - 1960 

November 1959: 

Conant, Kenneth John. Carolingian and Romanesque Architecture, 
800-1200. Baltimore, Penguin Books, 1959 (The Pelican 
History of Art, Vol. 13). 

Kubler, George and Soria,Ma~tin. Art and Architecture in Spain 
and Portugal ... 1500-1800. Baltimore, Penguin Books, 1959 
(The Pelican History of Art, Vol. 17). 

The New American Painting as show-n 1n eight EUropean Countries, 
1958-1959. New Yorlc, The Museum of Modern Art, 1959. 

The Museum of Modern Art, New York, Bulletin: Vol. XXVI, No. 
1, Fall 1958; Vol. XXVI, No. 3, Spring 1959; Vol. XXVI, 
No. 4, July 1959. 

January 1960: 

Birrell, Verla, The Textile Arts, New York, Harper's, 1959. 

Bovin1, Giuseppe, Ravenna Mosaics (The Great Masters of the 
Past IV), New York, Graphic Society, 1956. 

Brion, Marcel and others, Art since 1945, New York, Abrams, 
1958. 

Bruhn, Wolfgang and T1lke, Max. A Pictorial History of Costume, 
New Yorj, Praeger, 1955. 

Gilson, Etienne, Painting and Reality (Bo111ngen XXXV.4, 
1955), Pantheon Books, 1957. 

Huyghe, Rene. Ideas and Images in World Art; Dialogue with 
the Visible, New York, Abrams, 1959. 

Joedicke, Juergen, A History of Modern Arphitecture, New York, 
Praeger, 1959. 
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Metz, Peter, The Golden Gospels of Echternach. Codex Aureus 
Epternacensis. New York, Praeger, 1957. 

Neumeyer, Alfred, Cezanne Drawings, New York, ThomasYoseloff, 
1958. 

Pope-Hennessy, John, Italian Gothic Sculpture (An Introduction 
to Italian Sculpture, Part I), New York, Phaidon, 1955. 

Pope-Hennessy, John, Italian Renaissance Sculpture (An Intro
duction to Italian Sculpture, Part II), New York, Phaidon, 
1958. 

Powell, Nicolas, From Baroque to Rococo, New York, Praeger, 
1959. 

Read, Herbert, The Art of Sculpture (Bollingen XXXV.3, 1954), 
Pantheon Books, 1956. 

Read, Herbert, A Concise History of Modern Painting, New York, 
Praeger, 1959. 
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Robertson, Martin c., Greek Painting (Skira: The Great 6ent
uries of Painting, Vol. 14), New York, Skira, 1959. 

Rosenberg, Jakob, Great Draughtsmen from Pisanello to Picasso, 
Harvard University Preee, 1959. 

Swann, Peter o., Chinese Painting. New York, Universe Books, 
1958. 

Winchester, Alice, etc., ed., The Antiques and Treasury of 
Furniture and Other Decorative Arts, New York, Dutton, 1959. 

February 1960: 

Canaday, John, Mainstreams of Modern Art, New York, Henry 
Holt. 

D1ringer, David, The Illuminated Book, Its History and Pro
duction, New York, Philosophical Library. 



Gombr1ch, E. H., Art and Illusion, A Study in the Psychology 
of Pictorial Representation (Bollingen XXXV 1956), Pan
theon Books, 1959. 

McCarthy, Mary, The Stones of Florence, New York, Harcourt, 
Brace, 1959. 

Warner, Langdon, edited and arranged by J.M. Plumer, Japan
ese Sculpture of the Tempyo Period, Harvard University 
Press, 1959. 

Evan&, Grose, Benjamin West and the Taste of His Times, Car
bondale, Ill., Southern Illinois University Press, 1959. 

Gray,Bas11 and John B. Vincent, Buddhist Cave Paintings at 
Tun Huang. University of Chicago Press, 1959. 

Hayes, William o., The Sce~ter of Egy:pt, Part 2., Harvard 
University Press, 1959. 

Kidder Smith, G. E., Italy Builds, Reinhold Publ. Corp., 1955. 

MoOrocken, Harold, George Catlin apd the Old Frontier, New 
York, The Dial Press, 1959. 

Madsen, Stephen Tschud1, Sources of Aft Nouveau, New York, 
Wittenborn, 1956. 

Mourlot, Fernand, Art in Posters, The Complete Original Posters 
of Brague, etc., New York, George Braziller, 1959. 

Selz, Peter, German Exprees1on1st Painting. University of 
California Press, 1957. 
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Illustrators of Children's Books, 1946•1956. compiled by Viguers, 
Ruth Hill, Dalphin, Maro1a, and Miller, Bertha Mahony, 
Boston, The Horn Book, 1958. 

Wright, Frank Lloyd, Drawings for a Living Architecture, New 
York, Horizon Press, 1959. 
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M.aroh 1960: 

Encyclo:eedia ot World. Art, Vol. I., New York, McGraw-Hill, 1959. 

Block, Raymond, Etruscan Art, New York Graphic Society, 1959. 

Buchner, Ernst, Art Treasures of the J?inaltothek, Abrams, 1957. 

Chastel, Andre. Botticelli, New York Graphic Society, 1958. 

Decker, Hans. Romanesque Art 1n lta.ly. Abrams, 1959. 

Goldscheider, Ludwig, Jan Vermeer, Phaidon, 1958. 

Grohmann, Will, Waes1ly Kandinskl, Life and Work, Abrams, 1958. 

Hunter, Sam, Joan Miro: IIis Graphic Work, Abrams, 1958. 

Kyet, Jan and Swarzenski, Hans, Czechoslovakia: Romanesque and 
Go3ihic Illuminated 1'!anuscr1J2~e, UNESCO World Art Series 
V. 12, New York Graphic Society. 

McDermott, John Francis, George 0aleb Bingham, River Portraitist, 
University of 0klahcma Press, 1959. 

Masson, Georgina, Italian V1llasand Palaces, Abrams, 1959. 

Michener, James, Japanese prints from the early masters to the 
modern, Tuttle, 1959. 

Nelson, Henry Loomie, Uniforms of the United States Army. 
Yoselo1'1', 1959. 

Roos, Marvin c., ed., George Catlin, Ep1sodes frcm Lili, Un1-
vers1ty of 0klo.homa Press, 1959. 

Rothenstein, Sir John, The Tate Gallery. Abrams, 1958. 

Savage, George, Eighteenth Qentury German .Porcelain. Macmillan, 
1958. 

V1ollet•le-Duc, E. E., Tr. by Benjamin Bucknall, Discourses 
on Arch1teoture, 2 vols., Grove, 1959. 

W1lensk1, R.H. ~lemieh Paintings, 2 vols., V1k1ng, 1960. 



April 1960: 

Miller, Dorothy c,, ed., Sixteen Americans. New York, Museum 
of Modern Art, 1959. 

Selz, Peter, New Images of Man, New York, Museum of Modem 
Art, 1959. 
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Toward the "New" Museum ot kodern Art, Brochure-to raise funds, 
issued by the Muaewn of Modern Art Thirtieth Anniversary 
Committee, 1959?. 

The Package, The Museum of Modern Art, New York, Bulletin, 
Vol. 27, No. 1, Fall 1959. 

(Helen B. Hell, Chairman of the 
Book Committee) 



From LIBRARY CHAT, Vol. 6, No. 7. Issued occasionally by the 

Friends of the Library, Dec., 1959. 

When it comes to gifts we are very, very lucky to have a Ladies' 

Library Association so interested in our Library! Do you realize 

that in the last year alone they have spent $480 to add 27 new 

titles to the fine collection of art books they have been building 

up over the years? The next time you are in the Library, look for 

these beautiful books which their generosity has made possible. 

"USSR, Early Russian Icon," by Lasareff and Demus. 

"Mexico: Pre-Hispanic Paintings," Soustelle and Bernal. 

"The Complete Letters of Vincent Van Gosh," Lassaigne. 

"Spanish Painting, from the Catalan Frescoes to El Greco," Lassaigne. 

"Flemish Painting, the Century of Van Eyck." Lassaigne. 

"Flemish Painting, from Bosch to Rubens," Lassaigne and Delevoy. 

"Dali: a Study of His Life and Work" Morse and Tapie. 

"Dutch Painting," Leymarie. 

"Toulouse Lautrec," Cooper. 

"Greek Sculpture," Lullies and Hirmer. 

"Great French Painting in the Hermitage," Sterling. 

"Two 'Ihousand Years of Japanese Art," Yukio Yashiro. 

"Decorative Art of Asia and Egypt," Bossert. 

"Picture Encyclopedia of Art." 

''.Small Antique Silverware," Hughes. 

"Introduction to Etruscan Art," Riis. 

"Alonso Cano," Wethey. 

"Japan: Ancient Buddhist Paintings," UNESCO. 

"The Inward Vision," Paul Klee. 

"Mediaeval Sinhalese Art," Coomaraswany. 

"Modern Italian Painting," Balla. 

"Romanesque Painting," Grabar and Nodenfalk. 

"The Art and Architecture of Ancient Egypt," W. S. Smith. 
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"Architecture, Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries," Hitchcock. 

"Gaudf," Hitchcock. 

"Art and Architecture in Italy, 1600-1750," Wittkower. 

"Arp," edited by J. T. Soby. 

"Bulletin," Museum of Modern Art, Vols. XXIV, No. 4, Vol. XXV, 

Nos. 3 and 4. 

From LIBRARY CHAT, vol. 6, No. 8, April, 1960. 

The Ladies' Library Association has done it again! Fifty-two 

beautiful and expensive art books have been given to the Library 

since last November. When you come into the Library, be sure to 

look at the books on display in the glass case near the rack which 

holds books that are "Old -- but Good". Watch for these books in 

the weeks to come: 

"Encyclopaeia of World Art," Volume I. 

"Stones of Florence,: Mary McCarthy. 

"Japanese Sculpture of the Tempyo Period,: Langdon Warner. 

:Drawings for a Living Architecture," Frank Lloyd Wright. 

"Greek Painting," Martin Robinson (a Skira book). 

"Chinese Painting," Peter Swann. 

"The Illuminated Book," David Diringer. 

"A Concise History of Modern Painting," Sir Herbert Reed. 

"Painting and Reality," Etienne Gilson. 

Note: The report was missing, so these lists from LIBRARY CHAT were 

introduced in its place. 
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April 29, 1960 

As President of the Ladies' Library Association I have 

attended the monthly meetings of the Library Advisory Coun

cil. Recently Mrs. Alexander, appointed by the Friends of 

the Library, and I have served on a committee to investigate 

the services for young people at the public library. On 

week-nights during the school year there are problems of 

noise and over-crowding because the junior and senior high 

school groups come in such large numbers. This year Mr. 

Chance requested more furniture for extra seating space on 

the second floor, but due to lack of funds the Board of Edu

cation refused. However, the Board has purchased the proper

ty adjoining the library on William Street with future expan

sion in mind. We have begun a study of the way in which 

other libraries have solved the problem and have found that 

many of them have special rooms or sections under the direc

tion of a librarian trained to work with young people. Fur

ther studies of our own particular needs in Ann Arbor will 

have to be made before any concrete suggestions can be pre

sented. We do not know at this time how the new YM-YWCA 

building across from the library will alter our problems. 

The Library Advisory Council endorsed a report to the 

Board of Education requesting another bookmobile and also 

the purchase of two or more sites for future branch librar

ies. This was not acted upon, but the Board voted to give 
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$10,000 to the library for the purchase of books. Another 

committee of the Council is working on a library expansion 

and cooperation program with neighboring communities. The 

State Library Board is interested in this program, believ

ing that a central processing and purchasing of books would 

benefit individual libraries. In case such a program is 

adopted and the Ann Arbor Library becomes a part of a larger 

system, I hope the Ladies' Library Collection will remain 

together in the central library. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Isabel H. Haight 
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MATERIAL ON THE AGREEMENT OF MAY 6, 1916 

between 

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

AND 

THE LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 



C O p y 

Witness this Article of Agreement entered into this sixth 

(6th) day of May, A. D. 1916, by and between the Ladies• 

Library Association of the City of Ann Arbor, State of 

Michigan, party of the first part, and The Public Schools 

of the City of Ann Arbor, of the same place, party of the 

second part. 

In Consideration of the party of the first part conveying by 

good and sufficient deed to the party of the second part the grounds 

and buildings owned by said Association, party of the first part, 

and situated on the south side of Huron Street in said city and 

and known as the Ladies' Library Building, the said party of the 

second part undertakes to suitably maintain and care for at its own 

expense the Library in said Library Building for the use and bene

fit of the members of said Association, party of the first part, 

and for the use and benefit of the persons attending the public 

shhools of said city and for the use and benefit of the residents 

of said city of Ann Arbor, under such reasonable regulations as the 

Governing Board of said Public Schools, the party of the second 

part, may adopt. 

It is understood that said Library and its incidental proper

ties shall be cared for in said Library building or in the Public 

Library building of said city at the option of the said governing 

board. 

In case the Library is moved to the said Public Library build

ing, the books of said Library are to be shelved together for use 
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as one collection, so far as it is practicable, in some suitable 

place in said building and shall be known and named, ''The Ladies' 

Library Collection of the City of Ann Arbor". 

In case the said Library is transferred to the Public Library 

of the City of Ann Arbor, if some of the books of said Ladies' 

Library are not needed, because of duplications, then such duplica

tions shall be disposed of as the said Ladies 1 Library Association 

may determine. 

I. the said party of the second part agree that the said 

Association, party of the first part, may from time to time add to 

said collection such books as it may purchase from the income of 

trust funds under its control. The books so purchased to be ap

proved by the governing board of said party of the second part and 

to be cared for in the same manner as is provided for by the orig

inal collection. In the books so purchased and added shall be 

placed the book plate of the said Ladies' Library Association. 

II. In case the said Public Schools, the party of the second 

part, should sell or lease the premises above deeded and conveyed, 

then the funds realized from such sale or lease, less the expense 

incident to the change, shall be invested in good securities by the 

governing board of the said Public Schools, party of the second 

part, and the income arising therefrom expended in the purchase of 

books to be added to said collection. The books so purchased to be 

selected by the said Ladies' Library Association with the approval 

of said governing board. 
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III. If at any time in the future the parties to this pro

posed agreement deem it wise and for the educational advantage of 

the inhabitants of said city to erect a library building on some 

suitable place to be agreed upon by said parties then the funds 

realized or that may have been realized from the sale of the pro

perty proposed to be deeded may be applied to that end and used 

for that purpose. 

Witness the hand and seal of the Ladies' Library Association 

of said city this sixth (6~h) day of May A. D. 1916, by its Presi

dent and Secretary duly authorized and the hand and seal of the 

Public Schools of the City of Ann Arbor, by 

(Signed) Charles A, Sink, President, 

(Signed) G. J. Ray, Secretary, 

duly authorized. 

(Signed) Caroline c. Lombard, President (Ladies' 

Library Association) 

(Signed) Ida C. Finney, Secretary (Ladies' Library 

Association) 
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211 



C O P Y 

Extract from agreement dated MaY 6. 1916 between the 

Board of Education and the Ladies' Library Association. 

signed by Charles A. Sink for the Board and Caroline c. 

Lombard for the Association, ae Presidents respectively. 

III. "If a;t any time in the futul["e the parties to the 

proposed agreement deem 1t wise and for the educational 

advantage of the inhabitants of said oity to erect a 

library building on some suitable place to be agreed 

upon by said parties, then the funds realized or that 

may have been realized from the sale of the property 

proposed to be deeded may be applied to that end and 

used for that purpose. 11 

Property deeded June 141 1916. 

At the Board of Education meeting on April 11, 1923, the 

Boy Soou~s of America were given the free use of the 

building at 324 E. Huron St., rent free, the building to 

be kept in repair by the Boy Scouts. 

Building sold to the Michigan Bell Telephone Co., 

1n 1945, tor t12,500, and was demolished early in 1946. 
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C O P Y 

Mr. George R. Sidwell, President 
Board of Education 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Dear Sir: 

November 4, 1943 

In view of the present interest in post war 
planning for the city of Ann Arbor, it has been suggested 
that the need for a City library be emphasized. 

This is a matter particularly close to the Board 
of the Ladies' Library Association whose books, since 
having left its own property, have been housed in that 
part of the High School building known as the Carnegie 
library. 

Because of the growth of the city and the school 
system, this building has become entirely inadequate for 
the public needs. The space assigned for reading rooms is 
the minimum that might conceivably be given over to the 
school system alone. In addition, it had been expected to 
care for the reading public of the entire city. The un
healthy congestion resulting is found also in the staeks 
where there is no longer a suitable place, or any place at 
all, to house gifts of valuable books, not to mention the 
ever increasing number necessary for constant reference by 
library patrons. 

Throughout the years, since the deeding of the 
original building, the La~ies'Library Association has main
tained its interest in the Library and, for the past few 
years, have been making a valuable contribution in the 
building up of a collection of outstanding volumes in 
various fields of art. In view of this continued connec
tion, therefore, and because of its early association with 
the city's cultural interests, it seems fitting that the 
Ladies'Library Association should be among the ~irst to 
sponsor any forward-looking movement having in mind the 
establ1sh~ent of a permanent and more adequate Library 
for the people of Ann Arbor. 

We wish, therefore, to make the suggestion that 
as soon as possible the School Board sell the former 
Ladies'Library property on East Huron street, now increas
ingly valuable, and set aside the amount accruing as the 
beginning of a fund for a new City Library. Such a fund, 
once established, might soon grow from gifts and otherwise 
to a sufficient size to erect a Library building of which 
Ann Arbor might well feel proud. 

Very truly yours, 

The Board of Ladies' Library Association 

Secretary. 
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.... 1AYER,FR1EDLICH,SPIESS,TIERNEY.BROW~ & PLATT 

()!AYER MEYER,Al!STRIA:. & PLATT) 

231 SOUTH LA S,\l.LE" STREET 

CHICAGO 4 

STATE 2-0600 

Mr. John flollowell, President 
Ann Arbor Board or Education 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Hollowell: 

November 16., 1959 

Mrs. James o. Haye has asked me to examine an Agree
ment dated May 6., 1916., between the Ladies• Library Associa• 
t1on ot the City ot Ann Arbor and The Public Schools or the 
City or Ann Arbor, and she has told me that after having been 
submitted to the Board of &iucation tor its comments, the 
Agreement was returned to her on November 5., 1959 without com
ment by Mr. Carr. 

I am not acting as an attorney tor tor the Ladies' 
Library Association and have no intention or doing so., but 
am rr1t1ng this letter as a friend whose advice Mrs. Hays 
has sought as to how the Ladies• Library Association should 
proceed in this matter. 

I should 11ke to suggest to you that tho officers or 
the Ladies• Library Aseoc1at1on would be derelict in their 
dutiea it they did not persist 1n attempting a clar1t1cat1on 
of the present otatus of the 1916 Agreement, and that con-
tinued silence on the part of the Board or Education can only 
compel them to employ an attorney to act in their behalf. It 
seems to me, therefore, that the interests of everyone concerned 
would be advanced 1r the Board ot Education would indicate a 
willingness to 1nvest1gate tho facts and then to diooues am1ca• 
bly with the Ladies' Library Association how the respective 
rights and duties ot the parties under the contract, it any, 
should be carried out. 

MOS:lm 

cc: Mrs. James G. Hays 
1555 Washtenaw Ave. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
'"""""'--"" 

Yours very truly, 

Miles o. Seeley 

o\ 
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ANN ARBOR ~UBLIC SCHOCLS 

JACK El7.AY, Superintenden, 

THAO CARR, Adm. Assistant 
RUSSELL W. WEST, Assi,rant 

GERALD R. NEFF, Assistant 

GEORGE M. BALAS, Businen Manager 

A N N A I! B O ~ , /,\ i C H I G A N 

Septoruber 21 1 1960 

Mrs. J. G. Hays 
1555 Washtenaw Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Dear Yi.rs. Hays: 

Your note regarding your concern over the 
lack of legal response in the matter of the Ladies 
Library Association and the school system has 
now been reforred to Bonisteel and Bonlsteel in 
writing. This usually brings a prompt responsa. 
I hope it will be so in this case. Indeed, you 
have been most patient in a long overdue matter. 

JE:er 

s~, Q; 
J /H '( <£I :,._.7 
Jack Elzay 
Superintandent 
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Mr. Richard Mann, 

2009 Morton Ave., 
Ann Arbor, Mich., 

February a, 196. 

Chairman, Ann Arbor Board of Education, 
Schools Administration Building, 
1220 Wells Street, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Dear Mr. Mann: 

As chairman of the book-buying committee of 
the Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor I must trouble 
you further over the matter of the funds due to the Ladies' 
Library from the Board of Education. I have been party to 
none of the arrangements, discussions and telephone conver
sations, which have taken place, but I venture to summarize 
their sequence as follows: 

I quote first the 

"Article ot Agreement entered into this sixth (6th) 
day of May, A. D. 1916, by and between the Ladies' 
Library Association of the City of Ann Arbor, State 
of Michigan, party of the first part, and the Public 
Schools of the City of Ann Arbor, of the same place, 
party of the flecond part." 

It reads in part: 

"In Consideration of the party of the first part 
conveying by good and sufficient deed to the party of 
the second part the groW1ds and buildings owned by 
said Association, party of the first part, and situat
ed on the south side of Huron Street in said city and 
known as the Ladies' Library Building, the said party 
of the second part undertakes to suitably maintain 
and care for at its own expense the Library in said 
Library Bu1ldiD8 tor the use and benefit of••• the 
residents of said city of Ann Arbor••• 

"II. In case the said Public Schools, the party 
of the second part, should sell or lease the premises 
above deeded and conveyed, then the funds realized 
from such sale or lease, less the expense incident to 
the change, shall be invested 1n good securities by 
the governing board of the said Public Schools, party 
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Mr. Richard Mann P• 2 

of the second part, and the income arising therefrom 
expended in the purchase of books to be added to said 
collection. The books so purchased to be selected by 
the said Ladies' Library Association with the approval 
of said governing board. 

11 III • If at e.ny t 1me in the future the parties 
to this proposed agreement deem it wise••• to erect 
a library building on some suitable place ••• then 
the fund.a realized or that may have been realized 
from the sale of the property proposed to be deeded 
may be applied to that end and used for that purpose. 

11 
••• 

The Ladies' Library Building on Huron Street 
was sold in 1945 by the Board of Education to the Michigan 
Bell Telephone Company for $12,500. Not until 1956 was a 
new site for the public library purchased by the Board of 
Education, and it was October 1957 when the new building 
was dedicated. Thus for eleven years the sale price of the 
building should have been drawing interest for the benefit 
of tho book funds of the Ladies' Library Association. 

All thoso mat tors were d1scu3sed, I am told, 
at a meeting 1n the spring of 1960 in the offioes of Bon1s
teel and Bonisteal in Ann Arbor. There were present on 
behalf of the Board of Education Mr. Jack Elzay, Mr. Richard 
llann, Mr. Homer Chanco, and Mr. Roscoe Boniateel, Jr.; and 
on behalf of the Ladies' Library As.soc1at1on Mrs. J. Griffith 
Hays, Mrs. Cam._eron...Hai ht., and Mrs. William Frayer. At that 
meeting I understand that it was verbally acknowledged by 
those representing the Board of Education that the Ladies' 
Library Aasoc1at1on has a valid claim and there was consider
able discussion as to how 1t might be Sit1sf1ed, but no 
statement hi writing was pr&p!..r>ed. 

On September ~l, 1960, Mr. Jack Elzay, Super
intendant of Schools, wrote to Mrs. J. Griffith Hays as 
follows: 

"Your note regarding your concern over the lack 
of legal response in the matter of the Ladies' Library 
Asaoo1at1on and the school system has now been referred 
to Boniateel and Bonisteel in writing. Thia usually 
brings a prompt response. I hope it will be so in this 
case. Indeed, iou have been most patient in a long 
overdue matter. 
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Mr. Richard Mann P• 3 

There the affair seems to have rested until 
January 1961 when there appears to have been a telephone 
conversation between you as Chairman of the Board of Educa
tion &nd Mrs. Wi liam Frayer, the president of the Ladies' 
Library A~sociation. I beliove the tenor of that conversa
tion can be summarized as follows& That an account would 
be set up, so that when books are ordered by the Laciies 1 
Library, with the approval of the librarian, Mr. Chance, as 
is customary with all or our purchases, tho bills could be 
sent directly to the Board of Education. The account is to 
run no longer than three years and bills to a total of 
t1000 a year or t3000 in the three years would be honored. 

My law professor fath3r used to say that there 
are many situations in which a verbal agreement is binding, 
and this ruay indeed be one ot them. He was Edson R. Sunderland 
of the ichigan Law School, and just possib y you were in 
one of the summer school classes which he taught aftor his 
retirement 1n 1944. But even if you never had him as a 
teacher, you certain y lmew his name. Furthermore, he wae 
one of you~ predecessors on the Ann Arbor School Board. How
ever, ae a lawyer's daughter I am unwilling to embark on a 
book-buying program without a otatement in writing. The 
Schoo Board baa indicated its willingness to oarr1 throush 
this old obligation, and I suggest thR.t a contract ohould be 
drnwn with referonoe to a particular series of fiscal years. 
Do your yearly accounts run from. J'uly to July or from January 
to January? If it 1a the former, I would prefer to start 
next sumJ1er on the flrat lap of the three 1ear program. 

In expectation of an early reply, I ~el'll£1.in, 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Mrs. Harold E. Wethe1) 
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RICHARD J. MANN 
SENIOR VICE. PRESIDENT 

ANO 
TRUST OFFICER 

Mrs. H. E. \Jet hey 
2009 /iorton 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Dear Mrs. \/ethcy: 

First, may I apologize for 
1961, at an earlier date. 
letter was received and it 
our Board meeting. 

February 23, 1961 
NORMANDY 3•4231 

not rc?lying to your letter of February 8, 
Ho.-,ever, I was out of the city \-/hen your 
was just handed to me yesterday evening at 

You arc quite correct in your summary of the events in connection v: i th 
the Ladies Library Association matter, with two e~ceptions. I believe 
that my conversation with Mrs. Frayer took place in December rather than 
January. Secondly, and more important, in the latter part of December 
the OocJrd of Education took official action authorizing and upprovirig c1 

statement to be signed ·by the President of the Goard of Education, and 
the President of the Ladies Library Association, setting forth the 
agreement as stated by you in you1· l e:;t tcr. At that ti me I signed the 
agreement on behalf of the Board of Education, but for some reason it 
was never forwarded to your President. Last night I ask~d the Administra
tion to transmit the statement to your President for signature, if the 
statement sets forth the facts as your group sees them. 

Hhi le the statement \·Jas not forwarded to your group, the Board of Educa
tion, in preparing its budget for 1961-62, did set up an item of $1,000 
to be used for the purchase of books under your su~erv1s1on. Last night 
the budget, including this amount, was approved by tho Coard. 

I must agree iii th your father that m<lny situations such as this cou Id be 
covered b~, ~ verba I agreement, but at the same ti me I must a 1 so agree 
1·1ith you that a 11iritten undertaking is very desiru0lc. This is 
parlicul<1rly true 11hcrc the mem'.:>crship of the govc1·nin9 boards of thr. t,..10 

groups chc:inge from time to time. \lhile the verbal agreement 1muld be 
binding, the written statement sets forth the agrccm~nt so that it would 
not at c:iny later time be opened to questio,1. I dicl not have the good 
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Mrs. H. E. Vethcy February 23, 1961 

fortune of being in one.. of your father's closses. f-10':1cver, I did kno.-1 
him and have always felt indebt,ci tc him for his contributions to the 
University of llichigan Lau School anu to the leg.:il profession c:is a whole. 

I must say, that this matter h.)s t~kcn for too long to resolve and if 
the fault lies \'lith the Board o~= Ec!::c::ati0n, I should like to apologize 
to you c1nd to your group for thi;; inordinate dcluy. I believe no.-J, 
houever, that 'the mat tcr \•Ji 11 be s:.Jccc:ss fu 11 y cone I udcd 11hcn your 
President signs the statement. ThDnk ~ou very much for bringing this 
matter to my attention. 

Very truly yours, 

I •; I'., . ·---""" -"'~ --::,,, / 
, 

R i cha r d J . i-~a n n 

RJI\: mk 
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Mr. Richard J. Man..'1, 
Ann Arbor Trust Co., 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Dear Mr. Mann: 

2009 Mort on Ave., 
Ann Arbor, Mich., 

February 27, 19610 

Thank ycu very much for your courteous 

letter of the 23rd, and for your aaststs.nce in closing 

up the matter of the aeree~ent with the Ladies• Library 

Association. At this point there may be a little fur

ther delay on our side, because Mrs. Frayer has been 

away and I do not know exactly v:hen she is expected 

back. I'm sure there can be no difficulty nOVT over 

precise wording, and I assume that the arrangement will 

start next summer with the beginning of a new fiscal 

year. 

Very truly you.rs, 

(Mrs. Harold E. Wethey) 
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ANN ARBOR PU5LiC SCHOOLS 

ANN AIISO~ MICHIGAN 

Febru~rJ 22.. 1961 

...... 
,. •~ " ,.., Manoger 

~rs. William Frayer 
7 i 5 Riverview Drive 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Frayer: 

Enclosed please find legal documents pertaining to 
the arrangements agreed upon relative to interest earned 
on the receipts from the sale of a property transferred 
by the Ladies Library Association to the public schools, 
and later sold by the Boa1'd of Education. 

I believe the document to be self-explanatory with 
one exception. Regarding the $3,000.00 allocation, this 
will be spread in the library budget e.xuenditures 
subject to your approval, at the rate of ~l,000.00 
annually. 

Please sign the docwnent in the spaces indicated, 
returning the original to me. 

If you have questions, please feel free to call me. 
(Normandy 2-5564). 

JE:er 

Encls. 

Sincerely, 

.::;;;'I f 1,7 
Jack Elze.y 
Superintendent 
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\..._.,, 

Mr. Richard J. Mann, 
President, Ann Arbor 
Ann Arbor Tru3t Co., 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Dear Hr. Monn: 

2009 Morton Ave., 
Ann Arbor, Vdch., 

March 31, 1961. 

Doar·d of Education, 

I run obliged to ·write you a.Gain on tho matter 
of the Ladies Library Ass~ciation. Our president, lrr3. 
Frayer, has returned frcw C.J.l:;..rornia. and she ani I h:ive had 
the opportunity to con3iJer ·w:i. th some care tho S'rA'rEHE!JT as 
dra..-m up by the Donisteel office. It seoms to us not wholly 
adequate, since it is not self-explanatory, and even Hr. 
Elzay's coverinr, letter fails to complete the oxplanation. 
For eXaM!)le, nowhere is it stated when tho Ladies Library 
Association can beein drawing on the ftmds allocated. by tho 
Board of Education or at what de.te the oblir;ation will ter
minate. Surely it is desirable for both parties that theso 
matters should bo set dovm in the asreemont itself. I run 
returning the two copies of the original STA'l'illiEl:11' for your 
examination. 

By uay of substitute I havo retyped the whole 
STATElfillT, addinG datos to puragraph 3 and rephrasing, in 
te:rms which I hope are ler,ally proper, the po.rar,11 0.ph bor;in
ning U0~-1, TIIEREF'OHE. Hrs. Frayer and I have sie;nod :i. t and 
we enclose both copies. In tho ovont that this sub::;titute 
STATEJ·!El.JT is acceptable, we trust that you and Hr. Elzo.y 
will affix your signatures and return ono of the copies to 
us. 

With many thanks for your attention, 

Siuceroly yours, 

(Mrs. Harold E. We they) 
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RICHARD J. MANN 
alNIOR VIC'£ l'f'll'.'1DENT 

ANO 
TRUST orrtc:Z9' 

Mrs. Harold E. Wethey 
2009 Morton Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Wethey: 

Apr i 1 13, l 9t 1 

I am enclosing herewith the executed statement of agreemcn: 
in connection with the Ladies Library Association's right 
select books for the Ann Arbor Public Library. 

,.he agreement is the agreement which you submitted to us a-: 
has been unchanged, with the exception of the date. Since 
this is a formal action of the School Board, I thought it 
advisable that the date on the statement coincide with the 
date on which the Board took its formal action. 

My delay in getting this to you is accounted for by the fa:: 
that without formal action of the Board, I am not authoriz~: 
to enter into such an agreement, and last night was the fi-~: 
night that the Board has gotten together since you submitt~: 
the revised statement to me. 

I am pleased that this matter has at last reached a satisf=::~ry 
conclusion, and may I express to you and all members of yo-
Association, my personal appreciation and the appreciatio~ --
the School Board for your cooperation and assistance. 

RJM:mk 
Enc. 

Very truly yours, .,. 
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C O f Y 

WHEREAS, an agreement. wa::; hc1·:3tofore entered into by and 

between the LADlES LIBRARY ASSOCIATION of the City of Ann .Arbor, 

and the PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF T5E CiTY OF ANN ARBOR, the 6th day of 

May, 1916; and 

WHEREAS, by reason of said agreement, which provided that 

in the event the property transferred by the Ladies Library 

Association to the Public Schools was ever sold, that the 

interest derived from the proceeds thereof until it was expended 

should be used for the purchase of books for the said Public 

Library owned by the Schools; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Schools of the City of Ann Arbor in 

1945 did sell the property heretofore given to it by the Ladies 

Library Association and not until 1956 did use the proceeds 

therefrom to help build and establish the new Public Library on 

Fifth Avenue, in the City of Ann Arbor, Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, by reason of the agreement being some forty years 

ago, and neither the Public Schools of the City of Ann Arbor nor 

the Ladies Library Association being cognizant of its terms since 

it was done under other administrations; and 
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WHEREAS, the Public Schools and the Ladies Library Association 

having considered the agreement as of the present time since 

calling attention to it and the actions heretofore taken; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in fulfillment of the agreement hereinbefore 

referred to, so that the Ladies Library Association of the City 

of Ann Arhor may select, in consultation with the Librarian of 



the Public Schools, books to be purchased in its name for the 

Public Library, the goveTninl board of the Public Schools of the 

City of .Ann Arbor does hereby agree to set aside the sum of 

Three Thousand Dollars (e3JOOO.OO) in its budget, the disburse

ment of which is to be as follows: 

Beginning with the budget for 1961-1962 the governing board 

of the Puolic Schools will establish an account in the amouut of 

One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) against which such purchases 

may be charged, and will include an identical item in its budget 

for the two succeeding fiscal years, to-wit, 1962-1963 and 

1963-1964, at the conclusion of which the obligation of the said 

Public Schools to the Ladies Library Association will be deemed 

to be fulfilled and this agreement terminated. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have set their 

respective hands and seals this 12th day of April, 1961. 

In the Presence of: 

Chairman of Book Comrr.ittee 

Superintendent 

LADIES LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

''< ZI ) '
1 

By r,, e, l i r.:.. ., t..~ 11 h , 

, Its ___ P-=r'--=e;.;:s:;.;;i;..;:d;..;e_n~t.;;_ __ _ 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE CITY 
OF ANN 1.RE0R 

-

B ·1r) - I • ,, ' ,_r 111 y __ <-_l _. _1.1_1_\--~----•-· ~-• _,._>_< 

Its, __ ~~r~sident 
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MAYER,FRIBDLICH,SPIESS,TIERt~EY,BROWN & PLATT 
(MAYER,MEYER,A"USTRIAN & PLATT) 

231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 4 

Mrs. James N. Plumer 
1505 Golden Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Dear Mrs. Plumer: 

STATE 2·0600 

June 2, 1961 

Thank you very much for your kind note of 

May 29th. I am happy that the Ladies Library Associa

tion was able to bring this matter to a satisfactory 

conclusion. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~><1 
Miles G. Seeley 

MGS: lm 

... 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Meeting of October 28, 1960 

The meeting of the board was held on October 28, at the 

home of Mrs. William A. Frayer, the President. It was called 

to order at 4:15 P.M. with the following members present: 

Mrs. John Alexander, Miss Eleanor Collins, Mrs. Stanley 

Dodge, Vice-President, Mrs. William A. Frayer, President, 

Miss Helen Hall, Mrs. Cameron Haight, Mrs. Joseph Hayden, 

Mrs. J. Griffith Hays, Mrs. Hayward Keniston, Mrs. James M. 

Plumer, Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, Treasurer, Mrs. Charles 

Vibbert, Secretary, Mrs. Harold E. Wethey, Chairman of the 

Book Committee. 

The Secretary's Report of the annual meeting held on 

April 29, 1960, was read, accepted and filed. 

Mrs. Van Tyne's treasurer's report also was accepted 

and filed. There was an exchange of views as to a future 

financial policy. Does the Board approve the bank's sug

gestion that the Board invest the funds of the association 

in Mutual Funds, or does it prefer to invest directly in 

Securities, as in the past? No decision was made. 

Mrs. Hays reported on the state of affairs between the 

Ladies' Library Association and the Board of Education. The 

Board of Education represented by Mr. Bonisteel has agreed 

to pay a sum of about $2100.00 (twenty-one hundred dollars) 

for the purchase of books to be selected by the Board of the 

-1-
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Ladies' Library Association and presented by it to the Public 

Library. But this agreement has not been ack.nowledgedin 

writing by the Board of Education. Mrs. Frayer appointed 

Mrs. Hays and Mrs. Wethey to write to Mr. Elzay and Mr. Bon

isteel asking (1) that the Board of Education acknowledge in 

writing the amount they have agreed to pay to the Ladies' 

Library Association, and (2) where the Association is to 

send the bills for the books selected and purchased. 

Mrs. Frayer suggested that the Secretary write a letter 

of sympathy to the family of Mrs. Thieme. 

The Board elected three new members selected from the 

slate presented by the nominating committee at the meeting 

of April 1960. The new members are: Mrs. R. Perry Innes, 

Mrs. Millard Pryor, Mrs. Philip Youtz. Mrs. Plumer was 

asked to invite them to join the Board of the Association. 

Mrs. Plumer suggested that a tea be given in the Public Lib

rary for the new members sometime after New Year 1961. The 

suggestion was approved. 

Book Committee: Mrs. Wethey had no report to give. 

Mrs. Plumer brought up the question of the election of 

new members. According to the Constitution the nominations 

take place at the April meeting and the elections at the 

October meeting. Mrs. Plumer suggested that it be changed 

in the following way: the nominations would be made at any 

meeting and the elections at the following meeting. Mrs. 
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Van Tyne moved that such change be accepted. Mrs. Hayden 

seconded the motion. The motion was carried. 

The By-Laws state that the Annual Meeting is to be 

held on the last Friday of April. Mrs. Hays made a motion 

seconded by Mrs. Vibbert that this be changed to "the second 

half of April." The motion was carried. 

These two motions will be voted upon at the annual 

meeting of April 1961. 

Mrs. Frayer appointed the following committees: Finance, 

Mrs. Van Tyne, Mrs. Alexander, Mrs. Haight; Nominating: 

Mrs. Hayden assisted by three members of her choice; Book: 

Mrs. Wethey, Mrs. Plumer, Miss Collins; History: Miss Patten

gill, Mrs. Van Tyne; Legal adviser: Mrs. Hays. 

A report was presented on the Library Advisory Council. 

There was no meeting in October; in September it discussed 

a project still vague -- of coordinating Public Libraries. 

Concerning teen-agers in the Public Library, it was proposed 

that the Public Library and the YM-YWC! get together to work 

out a solution of the problems arising. 

Report on the Friends of the Public Library: Mrs. Hays 

mentioned only that the Friends would like every member to 

get five new members. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 P.M. 

(Madeleine B. Vibbert, Secretary) 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIA'J'ION 

TREASURER'S REPORT April 1, 1960 - September 30, 1960 

EXPENDITURES 

APRIL 

Bank bcx 4.40 

Bk. chargs .55 

Slater's 289.90 

291.85 

1".t.AY 

M.I.T, 1,289.91 

Bk, Chgs. . 74 

INCOM.E 

Abbott Lab. 
Arvin Ind. 
Detroit Bank 
Eastman Kod. 
U.S. bonds 
King Seeley 

11. 25 
3.25 
5.00 

13.50 
13.80 
20.00 

7.50 
9.38 
3.00 

TOTALS 
INCOME 

66.80 

Bl\LANCJ:1: 

389.69 

156.64 

1,290.65 

Dia. Nat. c. 
Dia. Nat. pf. 
Dues, etc. 
B.M.I. 1.300,09 1,319.88 190.87 

JUNE 

Wittenborn 

JULY 

Bk. Chgs. 

AUGUST 

Bk. Chgs. 

SEP'J:EMBER 

Slater's 

Bk. Chrgs. 

10.50 

. 78 

.69 

21. 60 

.52 

22.12 

TOTALS $ 1,619.59 

St. Oil Ind. 
Am. E:l. Pow, 
Phelps Dodge 
Monsanto 

Arvin Ind . 
Det. Bank 
Eastman Kod. 
Abbott Lab. 
King Seeley 
Mass. Inv. 'l'r. 

Dia. Nat. c. 
Dia. Nat. pf. 
U.S.K bond 

St. Oil Ind 
Phelps Dodge 
Am El. Pow. 
Monsanto 

Oct. receipts 

[Typed by Alice S. Wethey, 
August, 1978] 

10.50 
2,70 

15.00 
5.50 

3.25 
5.00 

13.50 
11.25 
40.00 

9.30 

10.00 
9.38 
6.90 

10.50 
15.00 

2.70 
5,50 

33.70 

82.30 

17.28 

33.70 

$ 1.567.60 
40.55 

214.07 

295.59 

321.18 

332.76 

$ 332.76 

Helen Bates Van Tyne. Teasurer 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Annual Meeting, April 28, 1961 

The meeting of the Board of the Ladies' Library Associa

tion Has held on April 28 at the home of Hrs. William Frayer, 

President. It was called to order at 4 o'clock, P.l~. with 

the following twelve members present: ~1ss Zleanor Collins, 

Mrs. Stanley Dodge, Mrs. Willlaro Frayer, 14rs. Oa11ero.a Haight, 

M:lss Belen B1111, !~rs. Joseph Hayden, Rrs. Hayward Keniston, 

!-ass Caroline Pattengill, Mrs. James Plumer, Mrs. Millard 

Pryor, V.rs. Josselyn Van Tyne, and Mrs. Harold Wethey. 

In the absence of the Secretary, Hrs. Charles Vibbert, 

Miss Hall served as Secretary Pro-tem. The Secretary's 

report of the meeting of October 28, 1960 was read, accepted, 

and filed. 

The report of the Treasurer, Ers. Van Tyne, here attached, 

was read, accepted. and filed. 

For the Book Committee, i'1rs. We they, Chairma:n, reported 

that the Committee had not been able to function according 

to past no1"'lllal patterns because of the uncertainty in the 

financial arrangements with the Board of Education. Further 

~rs. Wethey reported on negotiations with the Board of Educa

tion as follows: She wrote to Mr. Mann, Chairman, and re

ceived a nice letter in reply, this letter stating that a 

contract had been signed 1n December, 1960. However, when 

this contract was received, it seemed ambiguous. Mrs. Wethey 

-1-

232 



and Mrs. Frayer thereupon prepared a new contract, which was 

duly accepted and signed. Mrs. Wethey read the contract. 

Copies of the letter~ and the contract are here attached. 

A vote of thanks to ~rs. Wethey and to V.rs. Hays, for 

the excellent work they have performed, was moved by Mrs. 

Haight and seconded by Mrs. Dodge, and carried. 

Mrs. Hc.1ght then moved that the Secretary be instructed 

to write to i.r. i(iles Seeley, thanking him for bis letter of 

November 16, 1959, and informing him of the successful out

come of the negotiations w~th the Board of Education. Second

ed by Mrs. Hayden, motion carried. Mr. Seeley's letter here 

attached. 

The question of the absence from Ann Arbor of one of the 

Board members, Mrs. Robert McNamnra, was brought under dis

cussion. While the consensus was that someone should be 

named to replace her during her absence, it was recognized 

that th1s could not be done without bringing the number of 

Board members over the total of twonty established by the 

Constitution. Mrs. Keniston then suggested that the Secretary 

wr1te to 1,;ra. l(cMrunara. asking her if she wtshed to continue 

as a Board member. Mrs. Hayden so moved; Mrs. Pl~~er second

ed; the motion carried. 

With regard to the election of new merobera, ~1rs. Plumer 

suggested that all Board members be ready to present names 

at the Fall meeting, in the event that the need arises to 
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elect someone new. 

The next order of business was a vote on two changes in 

the By-Laws of the Association, such changes having been 

presented for consideration at the meeting of October 28, 

1960: 

Article l. The time of the Annual Meeting. 

The Annual Heeting shall be held during the 

second half of ltpril. 

Article~. The time of electing new members. 

!lominations for new members may be made at 

any meeting, and election of members thus nominated 

may be made at the following meeting. 

Affirmative vote by the Board on both changes. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was given by Mrs. 

Hayden, Chairman, for the committee composed of herself, Mrs. 

Alexander, Mrs. Plumer, and Mrs. Vibbert. Miss Pattengill 

moved and Mrs. Keniston seconded, that the nominations be 

closed and that the Secretary be instructed to oaet a unani

mous ballot. The motion being carried, the following slate 

was elected as nominated: 

President, Mrs. Frayer 

V1ce-Pres1dent, Mrs. Dodge 

Treasurer, Mrs. Van Tyne 

Secretary, Mrs. Plwner 

Chairman of the Book Comm1 ttee, Mrs. l'iethey. 
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Mrs. Frayer reported for the Library Advisory Council. 

The teen-age problem is under better control; plans for 

Branch Libraries are being considered; and there are no 

plans for the enlargement of the present Library. 

Mrs. Frayer reminded the Board members of the May 20th 

Book Sale of the Friends of the Library at the Ann Arbor 

Public L1 brary. 

The meeting adjourned a.t 5 o'clock. 

RcspectfullJ submitted, 

Helen B. Hall, 

Secretary Pro-Tem. 
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~~iea• 11br~ri,Assoc1ation of Ann A~~or, Michi@n 
Treasurer's Report, April 1, 1960 - harch 31, 1961 

Exnenditures 

Balance April 1, 1960 

Bank charges 
Slnter's 
W1ttonborn 
t'tock pur-

che.so - Mass, 
Inv . .Crust 
IJon. Chem. 

I• 10. 30 
343.50 

32.00 

1289.91 
25.54 

1,690.35 

:Ba.lance I'arch 31, 19,:;1 

Income 

25 Abbott Lab. 
15. Am. :1. Pwr. 

13 Arvin Ind. 
100 B. M. I. 

10 Det. :Flank 
25 Diam. ?tqt. c. 
25 Diam. nat. p. 
30 Zia stman K od . 

100 King SeelP.y 
9'" :~ass. Inv. Tr. 
23 ~on. Cheri 
20 Phelps .Dode-e 
30 Stan. 011 Ind. 

3 U. S. K bonds 
D-t.les 

$ 47.50 
20.34 
13.00 

2,165.00 
26.00 
37.50 
37.52 
63.00 

100.00 
34.09 
22.25 
60.00 
60.90 
41.40 

===~~~ 
2,731.50 

t'384.69 

$1,425.84 
+ 125.08 
-------------

1...550.92 

Helen B. Van Tyne, Treasurer 

[Typed by Alice S. Wethey. 
1966) 
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C O p y 

Dear Mrs. Plumer· 

1611 East Stadium 
Ann Arbor Michigan 
October 23. 1961 

I'm sorry I can't be with you this Friday. We will 
be in Urbana Ill. for the ACSA meetings. 

I a.m enclosing material on the Acanthus History of 
Sculpture. There are many other books in this field, I know, 
but ~•re tr1ougi)·~ the photographs in these unusually good. We 
now have the Egypt and Greece, As you will see they plan to 
issue two volumes yearly. 

You probably know the Pelican History of Ji.rt -· 
there are a number of excellent. ari... and architecture books in 
this series. I would mention especially "Architecture· 19th 
and 20th Centuries by Henry Russell Hitchcock - $12.50. This 
has a philosophical approach which is rare. 

The encyclopedia I mentioned to you is· ·A Diderot 
Pictorial Encyclopedia of Trades - Denis Diderot. Chas. Coul
stcm Gillispie, editor New York, Dover Publications, 1960, 
2 vols. 485 plates $18.50. This was reviewed for the AIA Journ
al for Nov. 1960 by Henry Fope Reed Jr. - an architectural 
historian and commentator. Sounds fascinating. 

The Scientific American for May 1960 had a review on 
p. 222 of 'Drawings for a Living Architecture by Frank Lloyd 
Wright Horizon Press $35. This is a collection of some 200 
drawings, 75 in color, covering 70 years of Wright 1 s work. 
Text is by Giuseppe Sa~ona a leading Italian critic and A. Hyatt 
Mayor, Curator of Prints at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
Wright will always stand out as a great American architect. Pro
bably no one else has ever had such world wide influence. I:e 
was appreciatec1 abroad long before he had any recognition here. 

Two other books about which I know little except that 
they are New York Graphic Society which recommends them are· 

Indian Miniatures•: -· 100 plate . .s 50 in color. $25. 11th to 12th 
cent. Etruscan Art'' by Raymond Bloch - 100 plates, 71 in color, 
$25. 

~Marco Polo's Asia' by Leonardo Olschki. u. of Calif. 
Press, $10. From Scientific American Oct. 1961 review: '·In 
Olschki's book we have an admirable and often fascinating review 
of what is now kno,,m about Marco Polo· the book is both a sum
mary and a critical evaluation I Excellent illustrations and map. 

I cannot find that review I mentioned to you of the 
prehistoric cave art. Probably Nrs. Wethey will know. It is 
recent and quite inclusive. $35 

Hope these jottings will be of some help. 

Sincerely. (signed) Prances [Youtz] 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mrs. Philip Bursley (1927) 
[died 1961) 

Mrs. John Winter (1929) 

Mrs. James G. Hays (1930) 

Mrs. Stanley Dodge (1940) 
Vice-President 

Mrs. Joseph Hayden (1940) 

Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943) 

Miss Helen B. Hall (1948) 

Mrs. William A. Frayer (1951) 
President 

Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951) 

Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951) 

Mrs. Charles B. Vibbert (1951) 
Secretary 

1961 - 1962 

917 Olivia 

901 South Forest 

1555 Washtenaw 

1547 Washtenaw 

1530 Hill Street 

1213 Hill Street 

715 South Forest 

745 Riverview 

2112 Vinewood 

1505 Golden 

1719 Hermitage 

Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951) 1921 Cambridge 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Harold E. Wethey (1951) 2009 Morton 
Chairman Book Committee 

Miss Eleanor Collins (1956) 703 South Forest 

Mrs. John Alexander (1957) 788 Arlington 
Representative Library Council 

Mrs. Hayward Keniston (1957) 

Mrs. R. Perry Innes (1960) 

Mrs. Millard Pryor (1960) 

Mrs. Philip Youtz (1960) 

1507 East Park Place 

3125 Geddes Avenue 

715 Spring Valley 

1611 E. Stadium 

8-7956 

3-1723 

2-1430 

2-0620 

8-8033 

8-6382 

8-6331 

2-3347 

3-4520 

2-1230 

3-4433 

2-0822 

2-2415 

3-5879 

3-5879 

2-4164 

2-3902 

2-2118 

2-2245 
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Ladies' L1brarz .Association of Ann ArbQ.r, Hioh1gan 

Fall Meeting, October 27~ 1961 

The Fall meet1ne of the Board was held at the home of 

the Pros1eent, ~:rs. Frayer, On October 27, 1961. Fourteen 

members were present: Mrs. John Alexander, 11.iss Eleanor 

Oollinc 1 :frc. :;tanley Dodge, 1:rs. W1111am .Frayer, ll.rs. Cam

eron Haight, V.iss Helen Ilall, l'rs. J. Gr1ffi th Haye, :.rs. 

R. Perry Innes, l~r:;. Hayward Keniston, 1:rs. Janes Plume!:, 

?1 rE. Josselyn Van Tyne, hrs. Ch.erles Vibbert, IJ.\rs. Harold 

Wethey, !•.rs. John G. lrinter. 

The reeeting was called to order, after a delicious tes, 

at 3:30 P.af.. by the rrosident. ~-irs. Innee, a new member, 

was welcomed. Krs. 1•illard Pryor and •:rs . .fhi11p Yout,zt 

the other two new members who were unable to be present, 

were mentioned. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of April 28, 1961 were 

reed, accepted, and filed. 

The Treasurer's report was read, accepted, and filed. 

The balance on hand was reported, as of September 30, as 

'°'1.424.30. 

Mrs. l'lethey r3ported for the Book Commi ttec ·that all our 

book orders now go through Mr. Chance and that his staff keeps 

a r0cord of our balance. :~rs. ilays explained that we now have 

t1000.oo per year for three years fror:1 the 'Board of Education 

to spend for books, and bri~fly outlined the history of this 
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arre.n,;croent for our nm·· :rneober, ~rs. InnoG. !"r~. Wethey 

further reported tht.t c.11 the Sltira and Unesco publications 

are rceularl;r sent on approval. Up to July .firrc:t 1\·e have 

spent about f500.00 on books, in.cludine; works on Indian, 

Byzantine, .AI!lerican Indiun, and American art. Sha ~entioned 

a new book on Winslow Ilomer which had been acq:1ired. 

!'ro. Haight asked a quflstion about tho new displny case 

on the second floor of t~e Library in lthich some of our books 

a:r-= being spec:taJ.ly ~l1own. M:r.s. t·1ethey answered tha'i; Mr. 

Chance is 1<.eeping a 1.1.st of bo.ok;; displayed there. rtrs. 

Eaieht a~ked rne~bers to kee~ an eye out for our boots in the 

Library, especially the large ones and the very fine onos, as 

it t:as felt by the !3oarC: met. bors that these should heve spe

cial care. 

r-:re. Hays reported that she and Mrs. Vibbert attended a 

meeting of the Jashtenew County Ilistorical Society at uhich 

a Library Science student gave a very interesting talk on 

the history or the Ladiet' Library Ascooi~t!ons throughout 

the country, 1n counties, and of our o~-m Ann Arbor Associa

tion. Yrs. Hays will obtain c copy of this tulk for our 

files. (Note: E copy l~ ~ppenc.eo to theoe HinuteH,). 

The Secretary heel not l-rri tten to Lrs. ?~cNan.ara and apolo

gized for the 0".rerr-:l.ght. 1::rr. Vibbert moved tl::.c.t e letter be 

wri tteu to inquire if ~he iii shcc to co~tinue on the Bor.>rd. 

!~rs. Haya e:econded, enc the ruction was carried. 
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Yrs. Var. Tyne, Mrs. Kenieton seconded, and the motlon 

was carried, that tpe Secretary write a letter of condolence 

to ¥r. Philip Bursley, and that appreciation be expressed 

for ~rs. Bursley's lone and valuable service to the Board. 

Mr3. Raya rP.ported for the Friends of the Library that 

not many hart been presel'lt to greet English teachers from 

other lr-mde. She further reported that the Membership Tea 

-ronlrl b~ held on Jfovember 19, ana. that the speaker would be 

~~~. V~rvin ~elhe_m. The subject of b~anoh libraries is be

in~ debated and sites 1n F.ast Ann Arbor are bein~ considered. 

For the Library .Advisory Oouncil Mra. Alexander reported 

tln.t new branches are nlso being considered by them. Mr. 

Elza.y h:-trJ plans for a new l)uildlng which could be used for 

of.fices if the site 'l_Jroved not e-ood for a library. The can

didates for tho Constitutional Convention (of the State of 

:tichigan} ha.d been interviewed before the election to deter

mine their viewt on what should be put into the new Consti

tution with reference to libraries. A discussion considered 

libraries under Boards of Education and those which had their 

own Bocr:.s. The situation 1n Ann 4.rbor was considered to be 

advantageous. The County Supervisore are conRidering a 

County Library. 

The Secretary read a l~tter from Mr. Niles Seeley, at

tached to these I\ inutes, o.ckn.01,rlerlgine- our lette!' to him and 

oongratulnting us on the successful outcome of our arrangements 
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with the Bee rd of :'duct>tio.c. 

The Secret::iry tbcr.. reac a letter of o.ppreciatton from 

~ rs. Herriot H~rrme, c te2.cl,er of art in the Maclt School, to 

tro .Arsocln ticm for th8 f1ne book£ av::d la ble in the Ann Arbor 

Publ1 c LJ brary, end cf hci:· pa.rtioul£.rly ttE"efal thay are to 

l"•~r 1n nrepnr1nq; her work for her students. Th1o letter is 

ottachPd to these Vinutes. 

Tbo ctcnth of. t~rs. Dvrelcy lenvor. us .-11th n vac~nny on 

th.P Bof'rd. ?1co I::,11 proponec t ·,t a ne,;.; 111e:rnbor be elected 

nt the April reeM.ng. Yanes proposed to fill this voce.n9y. 

ere: 

Mre. Arno L. R~der 

Yrc;. Harriot Hnrnc 0'rc;. R1chnrc1) 

~'rs. George Ce.r;eron. 

The meP-ting ·waG ~djournec\. 

Respectfully submitted, 

M.rs. Jt.mes ? .• :Flumcr, 

Secretc-.ry. 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

October 27, 1961 

The Treasurer's report is missing. In the minutes 

are these words: 

''The Treasurer's report was read, accepted, and filed. 

The balance on hand was reported, as of September JO, as 

$1,424.80. 

243 



C O p y 

October 2 (1961) 

Dear Members of the Ladies Library Association: 

I would like to thank you as a practicing artist and 

elementary art teacher for the excellent art books you have 

given the Ann Arbor Public Library. 

I have started teaching art through the ages this year 

to children from the 2nd through the 6th grades at Mack 

School. I begin each lesson with a discussion from that 

period and by showing them pictures from these books. The 

children are not allowed to touch the books -- only myself 

and the classroom teacher are allowed to handle them. The 

inspiration and knowledge from these books has made my teach

ing a real pleasure, for as you know without visual aids 

teaching art is impossible, and explaining aesthetics is 

hopeless. 

In my own work as a potter and painter, and still a stu

dent of the arts for me are always that book on Bernard Leach 

and volumes on Japanese Art, and your fine book "The Approach 

to Greek Art" by Charles Seltman have been indispensible aids 

in improving my own techniques and understanding the past 

from whence came many of "my" ideas. The fine Skira publica

tion on the Caves at Lascaux was a wealth of information, both 

in text and plates, for the student and layman interested in 

his art heritage. 

Thank you for the opportunity these books afford. 

Sincerely, 

Harriet Bennett Hamme. 
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Ladies' Library Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Annual Meeting, April 4, 1962 

The annual spring meeting of the Ladies' Library Associa

tion ,~as held on April 4, 1962 at the home of Mrs. Van Tyne 

after a lovely tea. Mrs. Frayer, President, opened the meet

ing at 3:30. The members present were: Mrs. John Alexander, 

Mies Eleanor Collins, Mrs. Stanley Dodge, Mrs. William Frayer, 

Mrs. Cameron Haight, Miss Helen Hall, Mrs. Joseph Hayden, Mrs. 

J. G. Hays, Mrs. Hayward Keniston, Miss Caroline Pattengill, 

Mrs. Millard Pryor, Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne, I-lrs. Charles Vib

bert, Mrs. Harold E. Wethey, Mrs. John Winter, Mrs. Philip 

Youtz. 

Mrs. Frayer welcomed two new members of the Board, Mrs. 

Millard Pryor and Mrs. Philip Youtz. 

In the absence of Hrs. James Plumer, Mrs. Vibbert acted 

as Secretary. The minutes of the meeting of October 27, 1961 

were read, approved and filed. 

The Treasurer, Mrs. Van Tyne, had no formal report to 

give, but she mentioned future possible changes in the port

folio of stocks. The Finance Committee reported assets of 

tl6,000.00. 

The Book Committee chairman, Mrs. Wethey, gave the first 

part of a report which will be completed in the autumn, when 

all the books for 1962 will have been purchased. She also 

gave a partial 11st of new books donated to the Public Library. 
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She explained that the list of books acquired with the money 

owed by the Board of Education to the Ladies' Library Asso

ciation, is made up by the Ann Arbor Public Library and ap

proved by the Book Committee of the Association. 

rrs. Vibbert gave a short oral report of the March meet

ing of the Friends of the Library, and Mrs. Hayden did the 

same for the annual tea of the same group. There was nothing 

new to report on the meetings of the Library Advisory Council. 

The Board proceeded to elect two new members to replace 

Mrs. Philip Bursley, deceased, and Mrs. R. McNamara, who now 

resides in Washington, D. C. The new members are Mrs. Arno 

Bader and Mrs. George Cameron. The Secretary was asked to 

write them that they had been elected to become members of 

the Board. 

The chairman of the Nominating Committee, Mrs. Dodge, 

presented the slate of officers for 1963, which 1s the same 

as in 1962. The slate was elected. The meeting adjourned 

at 4:30. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Madeleine B. Vibbert, 

Acting Secretary. 
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President. 

Ladies 1 Library Association 

Report of the Nominating Committee 

1962 

Mrs. Frayer. 

Vice President. Mrs, Dodge. 

Secretary, Mrs. Plumer. 

Treasurer, Mrs. Van Tyne. 

Chairman of Book Committee, Mrs. Wethey. 

Respectfully submitted. 

c. w. Dodge. 
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L~DIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

April 1, l.961 -- March 31, 1962 

Balance, Savings Account, April 1, 1961 
Balance, Checking Account, April 1, 1961 

Expenditures 

Bank charges 
Deposit box 
Stock. pur-

chase - Du
quesne Lt. 

$ 8.12 
4.40 

1,451.01 

$1,463.53 

Balance, March 31, 1962 

Income 

Abbott Laboratories 
American Electric Power 
Arvin Industries 
B. M. I. 
Detroit Bank 
Diamond National com. 
Diamond National pf. 
Duquesne Lighting 
Eastman Kodak 
King Seeley 
Massachusetts Inv. Trust 
Monsanto Chemical 
Phelps Dodge 
Standard Oil (Indiana) 
U. S. K bonds 
Bank interest 
Dues 

$1,157.02 
267. '/8 

1,424.80 

47.50 
11. 52 

346.92 
69.38 
53.04 
40.00 
37.52 
45.00 
67.50 
80.00 
47.58 
47.36 
60.00 
69.30 
41. 40 

7.38 
1. 20 

$1,072.60 

1,033.87 

[Copied Helen B. Van Tyne, Treasurer 
by Alice S. Wethey 

May 1978] 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

COMPANY NO. 

ABBOT LAB. 25 

AM. EL, POW, 6 

DETROITBANK 10 

DIAM. NA'r. com. 15 

DIAM. NAT, pf. 10 

DUQUESNE LTG, 50 

EASTMAN KODA!< 30 

I< NG SEELEY 40 

MASS. INV. TR. 93 

MONSANTO 23 

PHELPS DODGE 20 

STAND. OIL IND. 15 

u. s. 11K" Bonds 3 

Savings Account 

Checking Account 

LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

INVESTMENTS 

PURCff, 
DATE 

12/54 

6/58 

6/58 

2/51 

2/51 

6/61 

4/52 

8/52 

5/60 

3/56 

12/52 

10/52 

PURCH. PRICE 
PRICE 

44 1/2 77 3/8 

44 7/8 71 3/8 

41 1/4 66 1/2 

50 1/4 

34 

28 5/8 31 5/8 

44 1/2 114 1/8 

40 32 

13.87 15.68 

47.34 48 5/8 

47 7/8 58 5/8 

76 3/4 55 

$ 

March 20. 1962 

VALUE 
3/20/62 

1. 831. 25 

428.35 

612,50 

753.75 

340,00 

1,581.25 

3,423.75 

1.280.00 

1 520,00 

1,118,37 

1,117.25 

825.00 

1 150,00 

8 ·; 1. 15 

160.82 

17,007.40 

DIVIDEND 

l. 80 

1. 96 

,55 

1. 60 

1. 50 

1.18 

2.25 

1.00 

1.00 

3.00 

1.60 

3,90 

3 1/2 % 
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Are drug companies going to be totally affected by new federal 

legislation? Diamond Nat .. pf' has called some stocks and undoubted

ly will soon again. Is this a stock to sell? Eastman Kodak to be 

adversely affected by Japanese Cameria production? Is King-Seeley 

a stock to sell? Are there any other doubtful stocks in your opin

ion? Should we sell and buy savings certificates in some bank? 

Helen B,Van Tyne. Treasurer 
---------- ----------

[Retyped by Alice S. Wethey, August 1978] 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER'S REPORT April 1, 1961 -- March 31, 1962 

EXPENDITURES INCOME 
BALANCE BALANCE 
SAVINGS CHECKING 

APRIL 1,157.02 267.78 
Bank box 4.40 u.s. K bonds 13.80 

Bk. chgs. ,46 Abbott Lab. 1:i...25 
Detroit Bank 5.50 
Eastman Kod, 15,00 
Arvin 3.25 
King Seeley 26.00 
Mass. Inv, T, 9.40 1,186.42 311. 7 2 

MAY 

Bk. chgs. .61 Arvin 333.92 

70 shares B.M.I. 52,38 

D. Ltg. 1,451.01 
Diam, Nat. 10.00 
Diam, Nat, pf 9,38 341. 18 111.02 

" 
JUNE 

Bk. chgs. .12 Dues 1. 20 
St, Oil Ind. 10.50 
Monsanto 5.75 
Bk. Int, 1. 92 
Am. El. Pow, 2.82 
Phelps Dodge 15.00 360.92 128.35 

JULY 

Bk, chgs. ,71 Abbott Lab, 11. 25 
Eastman Kod. 15.00 
Detroit Bk. 5.50 
Arvin 3,25 
King Seeley 20.00 
Mass.Inv.Tr. 9.40 390,32 162.64 

AUGUST 

Bk. chgs. ,64 Dia, Nat. c. 10.00 
Dia. Nat. pf. 9,38 
U.S. K bond 6,90 416.60 162.00 

SEPTEMBER 

Bk. chgs. ,61 Phelps Dodge 15.00 
Duquesne Lt. 14.75 
Am. El. Pow. 2.82 
Monsanto 5.75 
St, Oil Ind 10,50 465.42 161. 39 



LADIES' LIBRA.RY ASSOCIATION 

TREASURER'S REPORT (page 2) April 1, 1961 -- March 31, 1962 

EXPENDITURES 

OCTOBER 

Bk. chgs. 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

. 77 

INCOME 

Abbott Lab, 
Duquesne Lt. 
Eastman Kod, 
Detroitbank 
King Seeley 
Mass.Inv.Tr. 
U.S. K bond 

11. 25 . 
14.75 
15.00 

5.50 
20.00 

8,46 
13.80 

Dia, Nat. c. 10.00 
Dia, Nat, pf. 9,38 

Bk. int, 
Am, El, Pow, 
Phelps Dodge 
Mass.Inv.Tr, 
Monsanto 
B,M. I. 
St, Oil Ind, 

Eastman Kod. 
Monsanto 
Detroitbank 
Abbott Lab. 
King Seeley 
Duquesne Lt. 

U.S. K bonds 
Dia, Nat. C, 
Dia, Nat, pf. 
Mass.Inv.Tr. 

Phelps Dodge 
Am, El, Pow. 
Monsanto 
Detroitbank 
St, Oil Ind. 
Detroitbank 

5.66 
2,94 

15.00 
9,40 
5.75 

17.00 
34.80 

22.50 
24.36 

5.50 
13,75 
20,00 
15.50 

6,90 
10.00 

9.38 
10.92 

15,00 
2.94 
5.75 

31. 04 
13,50 

5,50 

BALJI.NCE 
SAVINGS 

540.78 

554.18 

573.56 

765.72 

802.92 

976,65 

BALANCE 
CHECKING 

160,82 

160,82 

160,82 

160,82 

160,82 

160,82 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE April 4, 1962 

The first thousand of the three thousand dollars allocated 

to the Ladies' Library by the Board of Education became available 

this year. Consequently since last July the purchases of the 

Ladies' Library have been handled entirely by the order department 

of the Public Library. 

The Public Library collects a good deal of material concerning 

the books on the fine arts that it wants. The preference is for 

the new books with handsome reproductions in color, and there have 

been a spectacular number of such books available recently. The 

book lists that I have provided them at various times in the past 

year turned out to be mostly duplications of what they already had. 

Some of our new books have already been in the display case, 

and it is intended that all of them will take their turn there 

before they are put on the shelves. 

The sum of the items already received indicates that about 

$770.00 have already been spent. On May 18 all the orders for this 

fiscal year must be in, so that the vouchers can be cleared through 

the business office before July 1. After that time it will be 

possible to make a complete report for this year and I will present 

it to the Ladies' at their autumn meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alice S. Wethey, 
Chairman, Book Committee. 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

BOARD MEMBERS 1962 - 1963 

Mrs. John G. Winter (1929), 901 S. Forest 

Mrs. James G. Hays (1930), 1555 Washtenaw 

Mrs. Stanley Dodge (1940), 1547 Washtenaw 
Vice-President 

Mrs. Joseph Hayden (1940), 1530 Hill St. 

Miss Caroline Pattengill (1943), 1213- Hill St. [died 1962) 

Miss Helen B. Hall (1948), 715 S. Forest 

Mrs. William A. Frayer (1951), 745 Riverview 
President 

Mrs. Cameron Haight (1951), 2112 Vinewood 

Mrs. James M. Plumer (1951), 1505 Golden 

Mrs. Charles Vibbert (1951), 1710·Hermitage 
Secretary pro-tern 

Mrs. Josselyn Van Tyne (1951), 1921 Cambridge 
Tre·asurer 

Mrs. Harold Wethey (1951), 2009 Morton 
Chairman, Book Committee 

Miss Eleanor Collins (1956), 703 s. Forest 

Mrs. John Alexander (1957), 788 Arlington 
Representative, Library Council 

Mrs. Hayward Keniston (1957), 1507 E. Park Pl. 

Mrs. R. Perry Innes (1960), 3125 Geddes 

Mrs. Millard Pryor (1960), 715 Spring Valley 

Mrs. Philip Youtz (1960), 1611 E. Stadium 

Mrs. Arno Bader (1962), 285 Orchard Hills 

Mrs. George Cameron (1962), 1515 Ottawa Drive 

3-1723 

2-1430 

2-0620 

8-8033 

8-6382 

8-6331 

2-3347 

3-4520 

2-1230 

3-4433 

2-0822 

2-2515 

3-6255 

3-5879 

2-4164 

2-3902 

2-2118 

2-2245 

3-5898 

2-9109 
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Ladies' Librari Association of Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Meeting of October 30, 1962 

The fall, 1962 meeting of the Ladies' Lib~ary Associa

tion was held at the home of the President, Mrs. William A. 

Frayer, on Tuesday, October 30, at three o'clock. After a 

delicious tea, the meeting was called to order by the Presi

dent. 

Those present were: Mrs. John Alexander, Mrs. Arno Bader, 

Mrs. George Cameron, Miss Eleanor Collins, Mrs. Stanley Dodge, 

Mrs. William A. Frayer, ¥rs. Cameron Haight, Miss Helen B. 
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Mrs. James Plumer, 
Hall, Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden, Mrs. James Griffith Hays, 1Mrs. 

R. Perry Innes, Mrs. Charles Vibbert, Mrs. Harold E. Wethey, 

Mrs. John G. Winter, Mrs. Philip Youtz. Mrs. Hayward Keniston 

telephoned just before three to say she was prevented by an 
Caroline Pattengill was also not present. 

emergency at the library from coming./\ The only other member 

absent was ~rs. Millard Pryor, who is now in Korea. 

Mrs. Frayer welcomed our two new members, Mrs. Bader and 

Mrs. Cameron. 

The minutes of the April meeting were then read and approv

ed with one addition, that the officers had been duly elected. 

The Secretary was reminded that some years ago a rule had been 

made that the full names of members should be recorded in the 

minutes. It was suggested that this be done 1n the 11st of 

members present. Some difficulties have been encountered in 

identifying people mentioned in minutes of long past years, 

-1-



and the use of full names should do away with this. 

Mrs. Van Tyne read a summarized treasurer's report and 

gave copies of this to all members. Our balance at the end 

of October in the savings account was $1,063.83, and in the 

checking account tl49.73, plus 88.73 for the savings account 

which had just arrived, making a total of fl,222.29. The 

report was approved as read and a copy is filed with these 

minutes. 

Mrs. Frayer had found a third key to our safety deposit 

box, and there was some discussion as to what disposition to 

make of it. Ordinarily we have two keys, one kept by the 

President and the other by the Treasurer. It was decided to 

keep the third key, but not locked up 1n the box where it 

had been found. The Treasurer took charge of it. 

I-~rs. Wethey then reported for the Book Committee that 

now, while we are enjoying a recess from expenditure for 

three years, all purchases of books are handled by the order 

department of the Public Library, although she consults with 

Mr. Chance. The first thousand dollars has now been expended 

except for 1 24.05, and it is hoped to make this up 1n next 

year's purchases. There remain two years, 1962-1963, and 

1963-1964. during which the Board of Education will allocate 

one thousand dollars per year for Ladies' Library purchases.~ ,,, 

Mrs. Wethey handed copies of book lists for the year 1961-

1962 to members. Her report was approved as read and is filed 

-2-

255 



with these minutes, as is a copy of the book 11st. It was 

suggested that we bring some of the new books to the April 

meeting. 

Mrs. Hays reported on the recent activities of the Friends 

of the Library. The Friends underwrote the pr1nt1ns of Miss 

Lela Duff's book, Ann Arbor Yesterdays, Ann Arbor, 1962. 

The edition of 2,000 is almost entirely sold out, and the 

schools and the Library have no copies, hence a new printing 

is planned for the near future. There was a question as to 

the Friends underwriting this also, but it was decided that 

this would not be necessary, as some profit has already been 

realized and this could be turned back on the new edition. 

The plates are to be given to Miss Duff. 

Mrs. Frayer reported on the Library Advisory Council, 

which 1s considering building a branch library on Packard 

Road near Platt Road. The Council and the Board of Educa

tion has not reached an agreement as to the size of building 

needed, and Mrs. Frayer was to attend another meeting that 

evening. A second Bookmobile 1s also needed. Mr. Chance 

had reported a one hundred per cent increase in circulation 

of books through the summer school period, which points up 

the need for increased facilities,-, There was a discussion 

of the County Library, which now stores books in the Public 

Library as it has no building of its own. Mrs. Frayer was 

asked to find out how the County distributes its books. 

-3-

256 



Mrs. Haight then proposed ·the queat1on of whether the 

books donated by us should go to the branch library, or to 

the Bookmobile, and what our policy should be with regard 

to this. Miss Collins suggested that there might be an 

inter-library loan plan to take care of this, and perhaps 

exhibits from time to time. Mrs. Haight suggested that we 

inquire from the Advisory Council as to their plans for the 

use of the books. 

/Miss Pattengill brought up the matter of the careless 

use of our old minute books and other records by students, 

particularly one who had consulted her about a paper on 

the "Influence of the First Three Years of the Ladies' 

Library Association." These papers are available at the 

Michigan Historical Society. Mies Pattengill felt that the 

old records would not stand much handling and ought to be 

reserved, at least to some extent. It was suggested that 

they might be microfilmed, and Miss Collins and Niss Hall 

were appointed to find out the cost of this, and to report 

to I-.rs. Frayer. All members were 1n favor of this suggestion. 

?Irs. Wethey described a forthcoming publication, Master 

Drawings of the World, in four volumes, price t160.oo. It 

has been favorably reviewed, and she asked whether the mem

bers would consider this as a possible purchase for the cur

rent year. It nas agreed that the book should be examined 

before deciding. 

-4-
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The President next appointed a Nominating Committee to 

prepare a slate of officers for 1963-1964. The Chairman is 

Mrs. Haight, to be assisted by Mrs. Keniston and Mrs. Vib

bert. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Plumer (Hrs. James H. PlUIDer) 

Secretary. 

-5-
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

April 1, 1962 October 31, 1962 

EXPENDITURES 

Bank box 

Bank 
certif. 

Purchase 
100 Con. 
Power 

MAY 
Diam. Nat. 

4 40 

1,000.00 

1 ,.298. 89 

div. refund 10,50 

JUNE 
Bank chgs. ,59. 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

INCOME 

East. Kod. 
Duquesne Lt. 
U.S. bonds 
Abbott Lab. 
King Seeley 
Diam, Nat. 

sold 

Diam. com, 
Diam, pf. 
Mass. Inv. 

Bk interest 
Dues 
Cons. Pwr. 
Phelps Dodge 
Am,El,Pwr. 
St~Oii Ind. 
Monsanto 

Det, Bank 
Abbott Lab. 
East. Kod, 
Duquesne Lt~ 
King Seeley 

Mass. Inv. 
U.S. bonds 

Con. Pwr. 
Am. El. Pwr. 
Phelps Dodge 
Monsanto 
Dues, Contr. 
St.Oil Ind. 

Det. bank 
East. Kod. 
U.S. bonds 
Duquesne Lt. 
Abbott Lab. 
King Seeley 
Mass. Inv. 

[Retyped by Alice S. Wethey 
August 1978] 

15.00 
15.50 
15.80 
11.25 
24.00 

73~.oo 

11. 25 
9: 38 
9;70 

12.02 
2~00 

10.50 
15'00 

2.94 
13.50 

5. 7.5 

5,50 
11~25 
1s:so 
15 1 50 
48~00 

9,70 
6.90 

5.25 
2.94 

15.00 
5,75 

10.50 
13.50 

5,50 
16.50 
13.80 
15 50 
11.25 
24.00 

8,73 

BALANCE 
SAVINGS 

876.65 

1 715.20 

745,53 

807.24 

902,49 

919,19 

972.13 

1,067.41 

BALANCE 
CHECKING 

160.82 

150.32 

150.J2 

149.73 

149.73 

149.73 

149.73 

149.73 

$1,217.14 

Helen B. Van Tyne, Teasurer 
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LADIES' LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE October 30, 1962 

As reported at the April meeting, the first thousand of the 

three thousand dollars allocated to the Ladies' Library by the 

Board of Education became available for the fiscal year July 1961 

to July 1962. As also reported at that meeting, the purchases 

of the Ladies' Library are now handled entirely by the order 

department of the Public Library. 

There is some disadvantage in this arrangement. The Public 

Library suffers from the usual institutional malady of being under

staffed, and the order department hasn't been able to keep as 

close a watch on our special budget as we would ourselves. Con

sequently I have found that not all the funds were expended with-

in the time limit specified by our contract with the Board of 

Education. However, Mr. Chance has resolved the difficulty by 

proposing to charge belated orders against his own general funds, 

while cataloguing them in our collection. 

When the completed list of books with their prices can be com

piled from information provi<led by the library staff, it will be 

appended to this report. In the meantime I am passing around an 

interim list. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alice Sunderland Wethey, 

Chairman, Book Committee. 
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LADIES LI BRJtRY 1961-1962 

Munro, Eleanor, The Golden E!'lc \'eloped ia 
of Art, Colden Press, 1961 

~ncyclopedia of World Art, McGraw-Hill, 
Wew Yorko 

Vol. I+, 1961 
Vol. 5, 1962 
Vo). 6, 1962 

.Archer, William, Ina ian I•Iinia tuDl§_, Hew 
York Graphic Society, 1961 

Haftmann, Werner, Paintinf.; in the Twen-: 
tieth Century, 2 volso, fraecer, 1961 

Al1drea Feininger, l~aid s. r~ad on~as and 
Witches, Introduction by Henry Eiller, 
A brara's; 1961 

Koyama, Fugio, T,-,o Thousill_, Years of 
Oriental Ccram-h.s§_, Abra~s 

Porcher, Jean, ~edievsl Franch ¥in1a
tures, Abrams 

Balrnr, John, En_glish Ste.ined Glass, 
Introduction by ~erbcrt Read, Ebraros 

Rice, David Talbot, Art of Byzantium, 
?hotos by 11:.ax Hirmir, Abrams 

Rosenblum, Robert, Oubisr: and 'J.l!_,e,ntieth 
Century_ Art, Abrams, 1961 

Haf'tmann, Werner, 1'..'mil Nolde, Abrams 

Cahill, Jainess phinese Painting, Sklrar 
1960 

Gray, Basil, Persi:Jn l.,:::dr1 ti11_E, S1c\.ra, 
1961 

Louis, irederic, pseua., The Art of 
India, Atra~s, 1960 

Bie be:r.· f !rarr;nrcte 1 1"10 _.li storv~_of t.h.£_ 
Grecl' 0.) 1 d I hrr."n '•'h,:.,; :.,1 r, l-':rince~.on, 
Isi~I 

-1-

list 
price 

14.95 

32.00 
32.00 
32.00 

25000 

0 37 ~ 50 

17.50 

25000 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

15000 

27.50 

22.50 

17050 

17.50 

actual 
price 

8.42 

28.80 
28.80 
28.80 

16.25 

21¼ • 37 

]0,50 

15600 

15.00 

15.00 

15.00 

15e00 

9.00 

l?.58 

111 .63 

14.00 
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Malraux, Andre, 'rhe r~ctamorohoses of t'I-J.~ 
Gods, Doubleday, 1960 

Daute, Francois, Renoir: Wa~ercolors and 
Pastels, Abrams, 1961 

Lankheit, ~laus, Fran~ Karc::Water~olors, 
Drawings, Hritincs, Ji.bra.ms, 19ol 

Pataky, Denes, Kastor Drawings from the 
Collections of the Budauest ~.useum of 
Flne l1rts, :-'ineteentn and 'f';-;e;.1tll1h 
Cent2_,rios, Abrams 

Haesaerts, Paul, James Ensor, Abrams, 
1961 

LonBstreet, Stephen, A T:reasury of the 
World's Great Prints, Simon and 
Schuster, 19bl 

Dockstader, Frederick, Indian Art in 
America, New York Graphic Society, 
1961 

Duncan, David W., Picasso's Picazsos, 
Harper's, 1961 

Masson, Georgina, Italian Gardens, 
Abrams, 1961 

Akiyarr.a Terukasu, Ja,EQ:nese Pa:lntin£, 
Skira, 1961 

Dournovo, Lydia, Arrr enian 1~:j nia ture ~' 
Abrams, 1962 

Georges Praoue. His Graohic ~ark 

Eargarete Bieber, Jho Sculpture of the 
Hellenistic Ae;e_, Oolun1bia, 19'51 

Ayrton, Elizabeth, The Doric Temnle> 
photos by Ser£e Kolinicr; OlarKson 
N. Potter 

Volbach, Wo F., Early Christian Art, 
photos by ~ax Elrnir. Abrams~ 1962 

1-(aillard, Robert, Tudor Hi§tory of 
Painti:r~P; 

-2-
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20000 13.00 

27.50 16.50 

17050 

25000 15.00 

20000 12.00 

15.00 8.12 

25.00 16.25 

30.00 16022 

17.50 10.50 

22.50 13.00 

25.00 15.00 

18.50 11.10 

27.00 14.63 

25.00 15.00 

10.00 5.53 



Grohmann, \Hll, The Art of Henr~ r-:_om, 
Abrams, 1960 

Gardiner, Albert Ten Eyck, Winslow 
Home~, Clarkson Ro Potter, 1961 

Andrews, Wayne, Architecture i!l America, 
1960 

Armitage, Edward L., Stc:dned Glass, 
Charles T. Brandford, 1961 

Wildenstein, Georges, The Pai_ntine;s of 
Fragonard, Doubleday, 1950 

Kubler, George, The Art and Architecture 
of Anc:'l.ent .America (Pelican History 
of Art, Noo 21), 1962 

H,enry 1,:111er 1 \fatcrcolors, Abrams, 1962 

Lee, Sherman, Chinese L2 nds~ 
Paintine, Abrams, 1962 

Seuphor 9 Michels Abstract Painting, 
Abrams, 

Lafuente Ferrari, Bnrique, yova, 
Abr.ams, 1962 

Gray, Camilla, The Great Experiment: 
Russian Art, 1863-1922, Abrams, 1962 

Heyghe, Ren~, Art and the Spirit of 
Han, Abrams, 

Wethey, Ho E., El Greco and TTis School, 
2 vols, Princeton, 1952 

Hatje, Gerd and Ursulao De~lr-;n for 
~o~ern Livinc. Abrams, 1952 

Menz, Hh1ner, ~he Dresden Ga llerz, 
Abrams, 1902 

Dorival, ~ernard, The School of Paris 
in the :,~usee d I Art :_oderg, Abrams, 
1962 

Fontana. Abrams, 1962 

-3-
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15.00 9.00 

12.97 

15.0C 

15000 9.,75 

20000 16000 

16.50 13.70 

15400 9.75 

7.50 4o50 

20000 12.00 

17050 10050 

25.00 15.00 

15.00 9000, 

40.00 ;36.00 

15.00 9.00 

7o50 J.io50 

25.00 15.00 



Tapi,, Kichel and TSre Ha~a, Avant
FATde ert ir Jno3n, AbreLs, 1952 

Bran1 Van Velde . .Abra10s, 1962 

Bazin, GenMain, The Loom of Art, Si,on 
and Schuster, 19o2 

Moskowitz, Ira, Great Drawin5s of all 
Time, Shorewood, 1962 

Jo.nso!l, H. W., JU story of Art, Abrams, 
1962 

Treasures frorr. the l~r· t:i onal Gallery, 
Collier-~c~illen, 1Y~2 

Busch, Harold, Baroque :~~rope, Collier
!-:c:,:illan, 1962 

Lar~uss~~ncyclq _ _n?edia of Prchictoric 
a~d .'..rc.i e'1t : .. rt, .::Ut,1.1am, 1~62 

Salvini, Roberto, .-.odern It?l an 
Scul nture, A bran~s, 1962 

Alm:qal, m::rer:i, Art of the Hitti~cs, 
Abrams, 1952 

Courthion, Pierre, Rou~ult, Abr~ms, 
1962 

Dupln, Jacques, r-iro, Abra:ws, 1962 

Werner, Alfred, Fascin, Abrams, 1962 
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25000 15.00 

25.00 15.00 

30~00 16.22 

175.00 150.00 

18.50 9.60 

25.00 12.77 

15.00 9.60 

17.95 9.72 

20.00 12,00 

25.00 15.00 

35.00 18.00 

35.00 lb.CO 

17.50 10.50 

-----------·----·-----------·----·---
J, 52G o 90 1,012~]3 



PublishGd. occ;1sb1,A.lly b:,· the '\"/ashtonaw H:i.ot01'ica1 Society, .)Jin .rirbor, .Mich, 

Ru:;sell E. ]idlc1c-k, President, 1961-62 
Mrs, I. iim. t}roomcs, secretary-'J.'reasure:
Miss Lele. :Duff, Edi tor 
-- - ---- - - - - - -· _,. -· - ·- - - --

Vol. 14, No. 5, , • . . . ............ , ..... October, 1962 

·- - _, .. - - - - - - - - - - ·- _ .. 
C.ont~nta 

The LP.d.ier 1 !.i'b::-!:'.:ry of J~:i J~bor, by Mary Ellen Fink 

- - - ----· -· -· - - -· - ·- - - - - -- - - _.,. - --- - -· -~ -- - -.. -- - - - -- - -- -· - - - -
Ttt Lfi!.1I:S;; ! LIB,UJZY OF ,\?lli .1\Ril◊R, 1866-1870, 
A pape:.:- ?·eu.l 'by r11e.ry !:!}.bn 1!1 i: .. k at-the Get. 25, 1961, ;:iecting of the So:iety. 

!n 1866, 2..o:,6 bdor-z the P";iblic Lirn·a:-y a~ ,1e kno-;; it beci:JI!e r. cor.ll'ilon i:nst.it'.l-• 
tion in. ~~id.ig2.n, 2. g!'O~lp o'!: Ji.r.n i\.:r.cor n0,:,en, crg2ni7,ed a libre.ry opon to .r.11 Ann 
f,rbor resict.an•~s p financed on} y by rr:er.1b0r!:)bip f P.es and. by v:hateve:- the 1,•orcc:;::1 cc~l.lcl 
rai!3e by thei-x- O'iT,J. efforts. 'This ll~ra..ry :;.,."t.~\te;l for SO y0nrs. Dur:i.ng t:::t<J fi,:st 
20 yel!.l.'.'r.J o:f :its hf& it v:as by f2r the larges~ a.11d most useful collect.ion of ror.i
ing mn.ti;o:r open to ths putlic in Ann A:rbcr, 

/'f 

J'n{ l'!l 1881~ ,,1h0:i the Le.d.:i.es I L7-.bre.ry Associr.:.ticn v,as 15 yeru-s old, the '.)ook~, 
a.bout 2orJ in r..\1!!1b0::-, •1ere mov0u. into th<Jir f5.:-st permaneni homo, t:).e ./'..s~oc.iet.ton's 
now ou:t:!.dine or. !i;, Huron St, /,.t, !lbo'.l.t the ~2.i:-io ti~Je, the, tiny 1:.i1nn ;• .• bor :->u.bE.c 
School. I.:l'l)rary 11 ·ocgari to get more ?Utlic f'.l.r~ds, and beca-:ie more an.i more po1)uisr, 
soon ::::.0,.~,.lin'$ t:!-i.c• Ludiez I Lfo!'ar:r. t~' 1896 the 1:.turn i1.rbor Public Sc1:001 L.ib:caryr: 
was -~~·i,1g t~al'l:.?9- tr.e l~ ... n Arbor Public Librs..ry, and its circi.:..lation ~ras mora tho.rs 
twice t,h-c.t of 'tht, L:.16.ics I Llb:·ary. In 1905 the tTTo li'hraricz co;:1peted for e.. 
Ca:-nc~;i(! i3;-.:·ant, and the LB.tJiGs1 Li'bre..ry lost, ·.;,:i;d.er cil'.·cu.11ster1ccs th,.2t cau~ecl 'baci. 
fer.:lings all w 1;und. !rL190?the J\.nn 1~::.-l1or :Public Libr,1ry ::1ovcd into th:; DC'i"l 

Cerneg'le ·builo.1.:ag a~ They,1r e~ Hu.t·on (no1;1 tho Audio-Visual Education Center of tro 
Univ. of Hich.), and by :..916 it had fot·coa. the Lad iof.'I ! Library out of "bus:l.ncss. 
';'he lad:iR;:; don.ntod thElir Huron St. ~uilding a.no. t.to collection of ove1· 5000 bocks 
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to th::! Jum Ar::ior Public Libre,·y, but did not disband their organi zc1.tion, It 
func~bns today ~u,1 a patrcn er spo!iso::> cf -r;he p:J.blic litra::.-y, for ,:hich it seJ.ectH""'J 
and purcb.'.lses bcnk.s tn the f jeJ.d 1.>f fine ~~rts, whii::h :o.orm!'.l.ly "i,ould be too e.t
pen~ive for· t.ho libi:nry 1s budget. 

The Ladioz 1 Li~r~,y ~s ~ Typ3 
--1.fS.0re W<t£. nothing uni~po about ;Uln t rbor I s !.:<~dies I Lib:r.ary kssociatfor. l'u"olic 
or sot')i-~pucl!.c J >.orar1er; o:,:g,,_;1i.zed. ru1d. c,pcrn.tL-d ·i:>y g;.·0U:!,)!:l of i:,omGr. ~-rer·3 scattered 
over at. lonst, 8 stater cl.uring tho lSC-01 s. J~bout. bal.f r.,:f.' them wero :i.n !.~ichigan. 
Th~y <'.lo::> rn:ist'1d i.r.. Massacr.usetts, Illiuoie, Vor:n•:-!:.t, Chte;, hldi.:ina, !'!e~.-F.s.ri::iahirc 
and Califo't'r.ia. rf.ichigan h,d Dt: lne.st 60 lodies I libxm·ics, of which only sil: 
seom to ;)nvo l,.,en o~:t~blishod. before Mid-1866,- v1hieh r.1::\1'".!lJ tho Am1 t.,.:c·l)Ol' La1.ics 1 

Librru-y somct.!iir,g ?f a p:i.cnee:r. ~!ost lf.icb'igw l!!dics 1 J.:i.b·~.·ir:H'l '7•~-re to:md.cd 
bet\'rocr~ 1868 and 18?5, and. grr.,~, ·oJp !ilO!;i..-_:V i:. z1:1?.ll to\':-i1s. B,v J)l"'c'Js!"nt-:lay st:md.ards 
thoy wern snv.11: no::1t of t,ho!1l nuver iw.d 1:iore than 300G ,.-~J;..i,~'.:ls. ~:-.l:,' t•:o, Lapec>?: 
El.nd Ypsil!1.nt,i. ro.:.ci;,cd 5000 vol1:.r.h'S b0foro 1900. ln thq,i y~nr the !.rm .isbol" 
L~1ics 1 Library h% 3750 volunc~. 



D~spitc tho strn:Jnrity of pu;poec :~~ org:>.1,izat~on oi n~.:-.y l~dics: llbrqrios 
in ?.iichigan. there J.~ no xoc.-.ord th~' .. they ovor fo:::-r.;cd <' s";.-,_to or rogional. orga.:1-
izo.ti.:>n. ~•ho staudardizod fcir.ra of nw.e ndoi:,toci. by so many of thor.1 ( 11'.I'ho Lad.lea 1 

Library association of 'i) tlcy he.vo beo:u ~dcpted in ~--:iitation of TI,'.CA's, 
tcni::cran,:o socieU!:n 1 ?!ld. o"i}·et' soe;j !-il g-:.-~:mps whbh were: locally etutor.0001;.s :>ut 
v.hicb wanted tc dcoon~trato their r;pi.ritual connoction ,Tith a na°tionru. or s-'.;:ite 
movcosnt. 

Most ladi~s I li'Lr~ries:, in ?1.l~higru, c.t "'JlY rate, 'l'cre II subscription II or 
11 e.ssocie.t:ion 11 librarios. 'i'hoy r.erc, suppor~ed by .?.nnual dues ev.d by fees cha=eac. 
to outsider:1, rethor thfl.!'. by cnlo of stock or by_public fundr,. .\sRociat:31'.>n 
libreri~s o:.:-go.nizcc. and operated by Iflon wore quite conu:ion dur:l.ns t.he 1eoo•s1 
so nc far es tho practical ~ork ~f organizing went, tho le.dies were ivllo~ing a 
fam:Uiar :puttern. 

The le.die~ 1 libro.rics woN s-,roct·imoe operated to sonro a lerlics I literary 
society, :>1.1t far oort) frequently as a cor.ir.runity servica. Probably most of thcr;1 
encouraged non ~o be.:-oi:'?e mor1bers, as tha .b.nn Arbor A2sociatlon did, but fm., 

• allowed ra~n to vote or hole. offico. E·n::n the assocfotions which discrimi!latod 
ee;uinst meu ir.. their bor~·o-ving or membership r:1lcs at fir'3t, usually modj :!'iEld 
the ruJ GB i!l. later yeors to give Gqual service to oen and woi:1Gn, and fraq_uontl7 

·also relRxod the r\lles r'jg~rding no.i--mcn"ocrs cn.J tra.ns5.onti:;. The C.lc'COCi{:'.t,icns 
were u.si..lillr inccrporatcd, ond oft.on would acquire their 01n1 builci.ing. if they 
liv0d long enough, 11.ol:lt of thora b?.VO by uo-:, ai~r.c-c- died cut or cha.need. their 
forrr, of orga:.:1.zationJ and th"lir places ha,a b~3L. tr:.ken bJ' libraries r..10re clos<?.ly 
es·soci atod uith local gover!ltlents. 

La.dies libr~riG~ had e. Gource of incor;;c> not availe.ble to -~ho ord.ine_ry asso
cia.ticn lib-rary: t:•:iney re.bed by □Cl:Ls of puolic en tcrtaic.-n::nts. Perh::.ps v!i thout 
this source of ineomc they co'11.d. not }in.ve succeeded as well a.s they did i'C suc."l 
omEJ.1 tol'7ns. Thdr uvorc.g~ life vre.s only 30-35 years. vrhich vrao no!'lilc\l for c.sso-" 
ciation liltra:der.; o,.1t thdr collections uere largor -~he.n one mlgt. t expect to 
fir.1. in such. s1:1!"il tovrns in the 1800 1s. 'l':!'l.e ladies 1 libr~l.es for ~hich infoma
tion is av~lv..blc A.I.rays reached scv·erel hur.d.rcd volur::ies c.:.:.d Su:Jet incs reached 
several thou:,a.11cl. Still O one wonders how tho Ann J'.1·1:lor L~1die~11 Lib1·ary • TI!ii.ch 
die not roly heavily on entertainments, found es much success as it did 

The SJcial Setting 
'l,ho to'.7!:lspoo_plc probcl>ly thought cf tho J\sscci.ation in tho sa.:10 to11:Js as thoy 

did sny ladieo I a.id so~iet-y or sewing circle. The mc-□bera ihomcclvoa v1ore more 
awaro cf the primary function of the group, which was to fw.'"Ilfoh boo4 to ~he 
com.'lru~ity. Iu their own W".>rds: 

'l'hP. object of this Association shall be to este.olish and n.:::intaiu 
a Lib,aryt ~Ld to afford other neans of moral, intellectual, end 
social im_:-r·ovcrr.cnt. (Book of Hinu.tes, .April 1870) 

But in order ~o raise ooney to buy the books, the broup hed to 
tive.ls, ski ts, ru1d concerts, to which they charged admission. 
advertised one of tr~ir earlier entcrtainnent.s thus: 

give socials, fes
The 1~higan .A -rgus 

A nusical treat is in store for our citizens. On Friday ar.d 
Saturday evenings next, 3redbury 1a beautiful cantata, 11EsthGr, 
the Beautiful Q,ueon, 11 will bo perforncd .... ThB porfofucrs number. 
about sixty-fivo ladios and gontleoen of our city, including the 
best singers of t:io sevcrnl cholrs ... full JeTtish and ?ersian 
costume ... (Mich. J..rgur., Hov. S & 16, 1866) 
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Fer vartous r0c:..sons 1 t was t::i socicJ. group z,s 'flel1, wl.os,:, m0.:oe::-i:i enjoyed. c""ch-
ot.hor 1s coopa.-iy, a.,d who displayed ~ loyalty for :-:ach0th01· v·nic:i is lik3 that of 
or..e g-..:dld raGmbo-r for another. It was a soc.blly ho:-,0;cr1~-..:.s g.r:oup 0£ uppc:r c.J.ai;,,s 
and u.:pp•:::r· raiddlc-class --,ctton, wl10 hod frc1uont soci,~l conte..c-.t out::d.c.e the ?,rou.p 
as v1ell, arid whose social lifo consisted largely of cult"L._·aJ. P.?1d :phllauthr.o:r,t~ 
activities. The group had a tendency to becorJe horuog€:1:?-ous with :r•8spect to age, 
too. Around J.881 they passed a by-lavr sper,ify;i ng that t;:lrco nel:'bers of ti.10 l-ioard 
had to be young ladies. 

Aside fron the fact that i.t wa.s a women's organi~~stion, there vr2.s nothing -un
usual about the &.esociat.ion: the menbers a.n.nua.ll_y· elected a board of c.i:rsetors 
numbering 15, including a p::-esident, vicc-prcsicient~ 'locrota.17, ;::nd treasu~·er. 
The boe.rd. i.ppoi:lted. the l:i.brarian f:::-on ar:iong t-he mer.,oer·s at, l!irt;e. She ,1r,.s often 
an uu.:iarried ,,o:::ian. There ,1ere C'.)r.;.:.!it,tee,3 for seleci,iug and bu:,i.ng bo;)ks, .I:':ltting 
up the 11::>rary r-:,o;:;, putting or1 ente:r-tainnents, and. so forth. Ir. cthc:. ·:,c,rr".fl, 

the boa:rd. of di..'ecto1·s then did ever:; r,bing which wou:J.d now be done by a. i:>oa:rd. of 
trusteoi:1, li"orariat., li'b-rary staff, ~nd Ii friends of tho libre.Ty 11 grou:o. '.!)ed~ions 
were mc,<l.e as a bo.iy and executed 'by means of c:oruni t,t0es. ~l1ere <;1ns an annual 
membership c2et5.ng in the sp1•t.og. 

:Recav.sa '.'..twas a ~'7or::cn.1s organization, howevE;r, a.t ~ t1rie Vlhen the ,()le of 
vror.len 11as cr.~..:-.1.,?.1.ng, e:-,d -:rhen the v1omer. 1 s s11ffra,g0 movement we:,1 20 years olr:. encl 
gaining oor:1cntu.w, there v~ero certain pressures and attitudes :!.n the cc1'mu.n::~.y 
vrhich the le.dies had. to cope v:i th. 

Tbo frurrt yt---€6 of the Y.ichigan 1~rg,:.~, .-,hich carried featu·.:-es a:id human i.nter1::st 
sto:ries, had. o~a c,r 1:icrG articles e-:;ery week i.n the latd 1660 1 a ou u-:Ior:ia-i :e 
Na.tu:re, H HTfor.ie.:'.1 P..s Work~rs, 11 and ether topics related to the role of r,o::-ien. They 
give t.ho impressio~ that poople v;era concerned. about the :rapid '3oci~l ,~hl.ng:io 

_then tak:tr.g place, cspo~ially the likslihood. ":.hat not. 0:11:, net;".Jq;:is, but rtl so 
vromen ;;;ouJ.d Get the vote. Scwe people r:ia.r have tho11€ht tik,.t 1J. b:-ar·y n0rk, p::-o
viously .'.l'iC!lOpoli zod or ;Jan, v,as being used a1:; w.. open -'.ng 'fiC0.gfl by 1,0O .. m ,iho w211 tsd 
to doni't:.at3 local .r,oli tics. Taere we!·e certatn sib'116 o.f e. ('.:)nn.uc:Uo~, :ietween 
ladJ.eG 1 U"t,raries r.nd the ?Tew r.'o::-1an, to be sure. Ir. N07Br:be:.r, 1869, tl-.':.1 newly 
orge.nize<l r.oir:ar.. t t:i S-..iffrago l'.ssoc:1.a.tion of t,.nn Arbor h<1d. at lea.st c.m·e~ ne:1,°t''!r& 
who were ali,;c a.ctiv~ in the !.ia.dir-is1 I,i'brary .\ssociat5.on: !J.rs. A, r.;. Y.1::llogg, Mrs. 
EJ,;:ir. Lanrer,ca, ar.,d l,.ln1. Abran Sf.gar. Jin<l thl'.l ColdTio..toX" L1:1dios' Li.br·a.r:• 1~.;so
cia.tion, s!lovd.ng en a713rcness of a connection in tho mind of th~ F(~°bJ.ic, N?0rtE,o.: 

B~t o~e ontert.sinmQnt was atter:ipted the first 7eer -- e ?curth 
of July c0kt1·€:.tio-c., which ";as 1'arely succes$fnl. It feila.:i. t,o 

0 re0eive geDoral support by reason of a ~isnppTehension of its 
chare..ct~r, some t.lnid hearts e..pparently fea:d .. :1,._~ lef.lt, WJfl.Tiz,re2, 

they ,11ere t0 be entrapped intc oor.1e ::ooan 1s Rights noi:enoo.t. 
(EiY-by, p. 50) 

Mark Twain luoper:: togother the idens of ,;nracr:.1 s org'.':!1i1:ations aud. the s~fre.ge 
mo i.-e;;llln ',; : 

I have reiad th€ lo:.,g Hst of lady pet3 tioners -s:f: fr. ft.tV!Jr of 
female suffrage, and ~.s a husband &"ld a fe.th0r I want t:;, protE:~t 
e~ainst the whole business. It will never do to allc,, thc.r;i to 
vote, .. It will never do to allow th0□ to hold office ... Ti:i.0y lH.e 
to hold office too well, They like to be M1·s. President SmHh 
of the Dorci:ts Society, or Mrs. Sccrota::ry Jones of tho Elnd.00 Aid 
Association, or Mrs. Treasurer of sor:iet:1ir1g or oth.;.x ..• They a:r,-; 
always setting up sanctified confed.eratione of all kinds, arJ.d 
then r1.mning for President of then. Thoy are 1?.Yen so fond of 
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office that they e,rc willing to serve rrHhJ;.'.lt -pay. 4 .! cb v.ot. t1ont 
the pr-lvileges of wooen oxtcnd.edt h~ce.uso t!~ \Iii:'& :..:.re~t,!; !:.oldu 
office in ninetoem difforcnt i:ifornc-._ fo~l~ a~c:,or:i~uons I c.',n T. 
have to <.lo all her cls:ckiug, .. (l'ich. Ar-';Us, .:':..p·d l 6, J86'i') 

Dcsp,. to these stgns- aud cor:irents trlP.J o io ~VJ rcni:on to b~"\.ieve that 13.dios 1 

libraries beJ c.DY political progre:::i or signiflcr;:incs. 

$till, one grJ.ns the inpress:i.on thP.t tm J.e.d.ios V.'J-re tho\lght e bit too pr.ogrcs
sivo, firoi 1n ll~a.ling in n mutter as practico.l e.$ a Ebrary, und soeond in .l.r.vi t
ine nen to join o. &roup which ~e.s open to the pubJ.ic end r:c/t, spo:rnored by the 
church. At that. ti::;10, wonon' s orge.niza.tioLH1 haci 1:-er.n ccLcerned only rri tn non
p-racticel affai:rs, such P..s ert, solf-ioprovooG::t, or charHy. Somctir:ics, as 
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l~dics 1 au:Y.ilia::r-ies, thoy suppleIJoutcd the effo1·ts o_ nents o:rg3.r..iza.tio11s !n ctvic • 
£>f:'airs, but, U:."ltH they started tho library, they },.ad nev9r cntereo. t.I-s a.ren[i 
directly tn noroal tines by operating anything that night ·oe cons:i.dore,i f• utility 
or I)\i'JJ.fo service. HoL·eover, r.t ·that tine VfJ:::y fev- groups hed nixed nonbc;:rship. 
'E::tcept fer th'? state fair com.:iittecs, the tomporaccs ~ocicty, tho Bible ,:,;o~ioJty. 
:and :;ono cb ... -.:ch t?;ro·..i:ps, voJunte...ry essociatic-us in /l.UJJ. A~·bor ,•m1:u cotpost3d of ue~. 
er of r.or:is.:~, "ot:.t !lOt• of ooth. Probably none but the oost respected ano. aocially 
prc;::t:umt ,,c::1on could have gotten a-:,~· 't'.'ith s•J.~!l en innovation. It eeeos tJ:i.a.t 
there was :.;ome pressure to k,3ep tm c.slloci9.tion out of too civic o.:r.-ena, t!:> turn it 
into m innocuous self-i.raprovo'ljcni society, as bc.ecd so:~e of the laciies I librc.ries 
1'.ere. 

The follovdne eAcerpts fron the Michigen Ar•f.;Un and from the Association 3 s Bock 
-of U:ln.1.::tes tell how t~e orgsni~ation- -;;as found.,~d. -in 186u. ?brP.~E>s aro eriphasized 
to sher. iifferencos in conceptions of its fu~~re ~olc. First. an DL.t.o-.mce~ent by 
the edi~or of the paper, }.ir. E, B, Pond: 

Ue would rer:i1.nd our lady reaclers of the call for a n.ee't-!.n1.5 to 
be bald on ?,Iondoy next, at 3 o 1clock, ?.!J.,•in tho Lect\:.re Roor.1 of 
the Prcsbiterie.n Church, for the purpose of orgenizir.g a L~.ies' 
Lib:i:e.ry Association. "Je eri:. conf lc.ent t.ra t s'.lch an Asoociation 
once esto.blished ~ill gro.r into favor nore and noro \7i th every 
pe.ssine year, and. that it will do ouch tour.rde- dovelo;?tng and jn.
proving the intellectual tastes of the Mothers e.nd daught0rs of 
our city. (Mich. Argus, fuel'• 16, J.866) 

Tbc n:ext \'19ek th':l le.dies reported the neoti!.g: 
luin Arbor Library J.ssociaiion 

Agreeably to notice, a nceting of nuch interest was held en 
Monday, ?.!J., to orgenize a Library Associatior1. TM.-rty-f:i.ve 
le.dii;s subc.cribcd their nanes, adopted the constitution, and 
elected the follo,ring officers: 

Pr.::sident - }~rs. E ... \ . .["i.e., A. E::J Kellogg 
Vico-?resident - Mrs. E, M. Henriques 
Secratro-y - l'iirs. 1~. H. Hunt 
Tree.sure~ - Uiss Kate Hale 

••• The suo of' 0110 hundreo. e.nd eighteen dl.)llars v•as subscribed, 
A subscription liot .['"~il}:.7 be left at each of tbe book-Btores 
for such g;o!ltler.icu as r.iey wisl: to·becooe ooI'!lbors of tho 
a.ssociation .. (Yich. iU-l!llO, l,'..:,.r. 23, 1866) 

Ed.Ho: Pond 1s chival:-ous but detomiued connonts on the a'bove 1·cport were: 
•. ,\7e beg leave to suggest th .. 1.t- the ladies, in seloctlng e 

narae, were cnti.rJly too tioclest. It should h:;ive been cru.lod 
tho 11L?.dios 1 Library Association. 11 /Eophasie hio,7 'l'hc 
monagoro need not fear its grouing beyond thoir cnp?.city to 
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rea.nogo it, ogon tho..1gh their hi6hcst nnticipatir.,ns aro I'aali:z.od, 
!'.I!d neeci. gus.rd agalnst no jeclousy or want of co-o"P-n·o.tton f-ron 
the gun tlm:ien of O\;.r city. Ji.a tbo originators of tho tiova.:ie,?,'\,, 
they ffi~e entitled to a na-:ie that will give thc>r.i the c:t'cdi t, and 
wo £.ug;t:;est Et chan.go. (Mich. Argus, I.viur. 23, 1866) 

T11ey cbangod. thG n,.me. They continued. howevet·, to e::i:phasi:r.e in tbeil• enm~a.1 1·e~ 
pol't~ that ths liorary existed to serve the wh0le ·cooounity. (1100k of Minut-c,s, 
,~pril, l3G8 f'.Jl<i 1869) 

The Members 
--!T~tbe enVl.:re menbership U.st hed only been preserved, as \"Tell as the uar::ics of 
tho boa.rd r.iecbcrs, a great deal could be said a.bout the extent to wh:1.cb different. 
elomor,ta in the population car.1e into ccr~tact with the library. !;:v1evsr, 'l'JC can 
onJ.y gnef.!9 t.1'...a.t that car.tact r.1u3t have beer. fairly Uoited. l.j.terecy· was not as 
widespread thon e..s it is no';'/', and many people □us t have fotmd beyond th!Jir ~een.s 
too thi:cs-5.ollar- initial r.1enbarship fee, which entitled one to te.ke out book$ fror.i 
too library. 'Jit..e 200 er so ::1cmbors of tho Association in 1870 racy have inch,.dcd 
nearly all t~J.e well-educated, well-off people ir1 to-mi who did. not have acce~z to 
the U:aivtarsity of Michigan Library, and meny of those who c.U<l.. The menuership 
ne\"Elr rose very far abov~ 200, to judge fror:1 the fact th.qt it s';e.bilbed. at 225 
during 1901-1903. Fiow many of these me!:lbers wer'3 r.ien is n0t roc:01·d.ei'1. 

The r:i~,mbership s'Elcna to ha.vs g:rown faster than the number of paople v1ho o.cturu~• 
ly usei the liin·ary, -:-;hich v,ould indicate o. certain nu.:"":1be1 of 11cluty!l r:iemberships. 
If thare ,,ere 2400 E'.d.ults in to,:n in 1869, ou.t of en estimated r.on--stud.ent p-:rpula
tion of 7100~ the::i 7</:; of theo v,ero nenbers of the Association, But probably no 
more than G% used the library that year ( tr..e :nook of Minutes givus 1.76 as tho 
oenbo:rnhi:p tt.s:.t y1;ar, e.nJ. en estimate of 100 e.s the nu"!lber cf users is ottained by 
extrctpol.ation fron the figures for 18?0 and 18'/l). But 5'1, is not W:Jr·y ouch less 
thar. tte propo:t·tfon of tho population that usos libraries today in tha cotmtry t-\S 

e. wli.oiel 
.,, 
Tb0 names of ~coen who sig:led the constitution or serz00. as board nonbcrs during 

this e&rly pa~iod have been preserved, ar.d are listed in Table 1. It is easy to 
see ti.1at it -was a select group. Most of them had husbands i:1ho paid income tax, 
in a. :F,eriocl '."Then less than 5% of the town I s incooes were large enou_,~h to be ta.--.:
eble. Uost cf the women had successful or influential hu'>bands or fan1.lies, it 
bustness or t:i.e professions, or tn loce.l or ste.te politics. 11!r. Boc> . .kes, Mr·. 
Dcug1ass, !.Ir. ff.iller, ruid Mr. i'l'cllo we:re all raE•.yoro of imn .u.i·bor at one tirJe or 
another. Uossrs. i1.daLJs, Cooley. Dent.on, Dou6ls.ss, Sage~, and Tr..;n Brook we:-e p1·0-

f-:3s:1ors at th; Univcrsi ty of Michigan (Ten Brookt however, we.s Hot t,3achiilg out 
v1as the J,ib:•?.rie. j. Messrs. ?ond, Portor r Sutr.erlar.d, anJ. ott.e1·i:1 ,,,ere aJ.dero9n 
t::t sor.ie tlffie in t!'ieir lives; and so on. 

Having children in the fanily v,as apparently no LNJ.dicap to the wifo 1s library 
activitie:;. Mr~. Cooley had Gix: children, Mrs. Douglasa seven, nnd Mrs. Pol"d at 
l.oast four. ~foi ther was lack of libr.,u-y experience a handicap. 

The essentiFi.1 qualifications for those won~n were mon0y, prestige, end influe:i.cs. 
ra tbout these qualifications in the Association 12 loa.c',e:rs I tho l~.bra.ry coul.d cot 
hn·Hl s1 .. r'7ivod, because :l t ?:as not e.n econooically foasibl!:: enterprise. lilce F,. 

press~t-,day symphony orchestra, it needed :i group to ::~;-:r.:.ror it-, to solicit d.r)r.a-
•!:,ions tm~c,ue;h personal connections VIith so·J.rcas of v;':)a: t'.l, c.r,d to d·.vert incor.10 to 
it fror.i other enterprises (public entertainnents) that r:ere econonically 
fe.s.si·ole. 
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Probably this grou.µ 1:.:i.clud8d clr.icst ev<Jry ,tcr.1£?!1 ir, comi vrho had v•saltht prestir:;-: 
er influenc~, ciud the.{ all ag:,cnr to hc.ve wo:rted :r:e3.c3?.oiy ~ogotr.er despi to the 
controversies and differ1.mt ~ouvie;ticns that div.id.ea t-he: r.,en of t.he tc'l'7n. Thf.l 
i!li?:lutes of th9 ::h·st s~.::r. year~ ccntnln not a. hir.t of t:1e storms cf opir.ion cuue"3d 
by tr.e ~.dmis3icn c,f women to the univ(arsity, the set-t~.::i.g up of a hcr.ieopat:i.ic co·l
lege on .ze.:.1pus. o:.: e.ny oth~r comr:muity issue. 

J\. short sec<1.rch haa revealed nuch information on thoil· husbands, hut 15_ ttle o::. 
the ~onen themsel7es. 

The AGsociation•~ first pres!.dent, Hrs. ti .. E. Kellogg, wt:9 probably a widow, 
sir.ce the ~858 city dir€ctory Usts her under her own nane. se?arately. She was 
not the wj fo of th'? cJ.airvoyc>...nt Dr. Kellogg. She lived. on Ann Street 1 boti-;een 
~~iftll 1t·1enuo e:,d Divioion. SJ.').e we.s a ra,3tiber of the La~'\.ies I Soldiers i and 
Sail.or~• 1ior.:umont .A\JsociHt.ion, and the "Jor.:ian is Suffl·age Asrociation. t:o kn-:m very 
little else ai,out her. 

Mrs. Cooley wa\-~ t:.e, Association's second president, tcl<:ing ofEce hi 18?0. As 
Mary Elhabeth Hoz-·ton of .Mri~lJ"J., she nc:,.rried the 22-yea.r-old Th::imv.s Cooley ·in 
1846. b 1853 they moved to Ann .Arbor, end their ho..lse stood r:.-here tho Union uo?i 
is. on Ste.ts Str-eet nea:- th!:l end of South University. ShJ had six childr"-3.n, p..nd 
entertained. socially a great c.eal. Mr. E. 3, ?ond, in his c'liar:,r, !.'0c0rds fof:Jq_uent 
visits to the Cooleys. She died i.r. 1890, ten years 'before her ycu!'.1€;~st child got 
her rh :a. The La1.ies I Ll":Jrary }>.$socj.5_ticm ninutes in 1891 have al'l 11Tn Memor:i.em11 

that dtJscribos hei; as bright, o.."litla1,ing. helpful and cheerful. 

Mrs. Dou._~1a5 , ~ho was oc the bonrd till her death in 1880, ~a£ des~~i~cd by ho~ 
felloviE.; in ':'I. s1oile_r tr:l..r,ute es 11quiet and r&tiring. :1 l'he Douglas hone o:-, Hl~rc;:i 
Street, t'lest cf Stat~, is novr ths 3apt:.s·~ Guild House. 

,( 

Mrs. Henrdr~g nt>.z ma::.·ri0d tc one of the Lhroe richest □en in tmm et the tice 
(the otb.et· •,";';'o were D:r. Chase and l-1r. }:c:i.l0ney). DavJ.d Henning dealt iil ct.:,r.1'::s mi.d 
bondo. e.nd o~~' have had a fe.rr.:i "besides. ~~-hl;)n Mrs. Henning died in C:11cr.go ir. 1089 
he se:::it the Jussoci.at.ion $1000 in her r..1emc,ry. 

!:!r. & ?iir!::-. lfw,~er..cc b"'1bn,;;ed to the ''liberal set 11 in town. It- v1a.c they t-;:10 c::i.

tertd:ll.:ld Br:wrso~ ,rhen ne Cc!D!:. to ,~nn f.:rbor in 1860. Hr. Law:-enco oppoee:i ~elig
ioua e::rnrcises in ·the Ur,.i,..,n School, because ho advocated oepar.'3.tior.i. of c;~.urGh and 
Gta'te. Pond 1e dim:yfcr .J't1ly 21. 1867. says: 

'i'o chu:t·ch in eve11ing. ./!JJ. ~xcoll<:mt discourse by D::--. Ltvcrm01·e. 
Too :.1uch Christ in it for J,e"etrenc(i and his set. Mc-kBs then grov.-1. 

Sybil Lwnr€nca w?..s p:-·esidQnt of the r.,.me.n 1s Suffrage A~soclation. orgenized. in 
l8f9, e.nd h:;.d bi~e.'1 pro3sid.e:i.t of the Soldie.rs 1 Aid Society d-...iring t.:1e WU'• In 186? 
she ;,e~ r,renid"'nt, of t.he ~1c\1ly orge .. nizcd Lac.ies I Soldiers I a.nd Sailors 1 !,for.utic.nt 
.l.ssoc:il'l.tic::!. Do~:pit~ t.bJ,a experience in of.f5 ce, ehe •,--:ao not overly tnlk,1.r-ive. On 
New I'"),,.:.t s Day, 18&8, •n tan mGrJbers of tho ibr cmi Cot:.n ty Offi C<)rs . ccll ed tc., ei ve 
the Jjude,e a i;old--!-:cad . .:-d. csne and Mrs. !.~\,ranee a. chro.:-10, tre conversation ran abo.lt • • 
as follo:-:s: 

Judge B0akac -- rt.rs. Lawrence, in behalf of tl:.o .Bar and C~u.c'1ty 
0fflcer3. and as e token of t.heir respect and e.;;tee.r:i, L-I':.:.] 
p!·esen t to yoi.1 thia chrome. 

Mrs. L. -- M~, husb@1d will rcpl;,, for· me. 
'.l'.t...e Jud~e -- liot at. all; a ·110::1an wr:o goes in for l7C!7lsn 1a rights 

a11.d. W()nen: s £uffragc mu~t nake her own speeches. 
Mrs. L. -- I ":'liJ.J. when I have tak~n lessons in elocuticn. 

(~~ich. Ai:gi,s. • ,Jen. 3. ].866) 

I) 
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}iot vary 1:r.1<;h is kilo,m about Mrs. ?crter. Jin en try fror:1 the ,Tuly 2, 1869, 
social read:;.ne :ninutes S.?.ys, "Urs. Perter ga,re c01other original paper in hor usual 
sprightly anci. ch,~tty 6tyle. 11 She rias the libraria."l of the Ladles' Libra=y b. 
1869 and 18'?0 (and. perhaps Mme tine bct'r.een 1872 c:Uld 1878, bi.:t s:i.nce that book of 
rninutes is lost we have no ":;ay of kno'l'7ing). She and MisL Porter (whc cay hav0 

f:.
0

,,..;$0,. been her caughter__A-11.ce) were tald:lg ~a.re of the library in 18'79, juEit before tht1 
Porters moved ont of to'Wn -- perhaps to !say c-i.ty ~ where in 1880 a Charles B, 
Porter joined the Presbyterian Church. 

Mrs. Sager was Sarah E. D~ight, of Detro:~. before she ~nrried in 1838. She 
may also hc.vn been tho Sarah !might who wa~: a charter nenber of t!::te Presbytsri~ 
Church in Dm,ter in 18.30. Her husbe.nd, born 1810, v,as professoPforstetrics and 
dis-:iases of wor.1en and children, She was a member of tho t:onan 1s Suffra 0 e Asso
ciation, Sho signed the cons ti tu.tion. of tl:1e Ladies 1 !,ibrary J,.ssociation, but uaa 
not on the beard in 1866 or 1870, Sh9 had eight children, of \'Thon the two 
longest-lived vrcre Cynthia A. and Susan l1.• (Hr~, Herd.y), 

Mrs. Ten Brook, a widow, ma2:ried ?rof. Ten Brook in 1868, e, yelcr and e half 
after his first wife died. His first v.rife might h.nve been one of the 1866 
founders of the Lllliies I Library. 

Table I 
Ann It.rbor L~dies 1 Library Association - Signatorieo to Constitution and 3oard 

Members, 1866 and 1870 
Na.ne 
Ad.runs, r.1rs. Charles IL 
Beekes, Urs. H, J. (Sarah C. Svathel) 
:Burton, Mrs. 
Chapin, Mrs. Norman 
Clark, Hrs. Martin 

•Cooley, 1,Irs, 'i'honas M. (Mary Elizabeth 
Horton) 

DeForest, M:-s. 1'!11drevr 
Denten, Mrs. Sar!!i.:..el D. (Martha) 

*Douglass, Mrs. Silas H. (Helen TTelles) 
Ellis, Mrs. Richa.rd ti. (Ella E.) 
Fenley, Urs. D, H. 
Fuller, Miss Laura 

*Gilnore, Mrs. Lewis B. 
Halo, Miss 7.a.te N, 
Henion, M::-s. Sanuel n. 
Henning, Mrs. David 

~Renrtques • 1frs. Er.lan11el M. (Sarah M.) 
Hill 1 Mrs. George D, .., .. '!,;,,1 

"'Hunt, Mrs. Alfred H. (Sarah-::-.) 
Jenni.ngs; Mrs. : . F. 

*Kellogg, Mrs. A. E. 
*Lawrence, M::s. Edvdn (Sibyl) 

Maynard, l.~iss Abby (daughter of 'Jo. S,) 
Ma~inard, Mrs. Jor.n '.i osloy 
Merritt, >1rs. 
Millen, Mrs. Chau.,,"\cey R. 

/i.g6 b 1866 

45 

3'7? 
45 
55 
45 
17 

4'7 
34 
48 

41? 
Miller, M::s. John F, ~ c,(r,.w<; 

ttPond., Mrs. Eli:-.u Il, (?t.ary :3arloTT All--en) 'ii 
"'Porte!', Mrs. Cha.Tl es B. 
Porter, Miss (Alice?) l'I in 1870 

Rus·cr.nd1s occ.upation 
Professor of F~story 
Judge of Probate 

Hard\'1~.re me rch...-m t, 1872 
Baker c~ grocer 

Professor of La'll 
Froprietor of dnl(; ~ tor~ 
Professor of Medicine 
M.D., Chemist, Geologist 
froprie~or of drug 3tore 

:Bookseller 

Proprietor drygoods store 
Cooper 

l'ar□er, miller 

Circuit Judge 

Drygoods merchant, 1860 

Dl'ygoods merchant 
Bookseller, banker 
Pub. of Mich, Argus 
Dentist 

I 
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Tt>."olo I, cont. 
Ric~.unond, Mrs. Cb£U·J.es H. Danker 
Sa.ge:-, Mrs. Abram (Sarah E. I:m:!.ght) 
Sinclair, Mro. Uilli.9.l!l M. (Eliza) 
s~therland, Mrs .. Andrew J. '~izza) 
Swethel, Mrs. J, S, 

/..It:, 

48 
3? 

?rofcssor & Physicien 
Miller 
Dro}::or 6 lumber d:eabr 
Miller 

Ten Brook, Mrs . .Andr0v; 
Uells, Mr-s. :E;benezer L{/ 

!,i b1·arien of the Uld. ,1e1·s i ty 
Physician 

\7 ell es, Mrs. Henry ti. ·Hardware wcrchant, 1860 

• Most active C)O!Obers; were on board. bo~h in 1866 and in 1870. 

Totel Income o: the .J .. ssociation 
Year 
i866-67 
1867-68 
1868-69 
1869-70 
1870--71 

Table 2 
and h:'':;Zn.t -Raised by Entertain□ents, 

Total Fro□ Entertainoents 
$780.79 $453.00 

399.72 ? 
360.08 33.00 
377.07 o.oo 
309.00 4.68 

1865--18?0. 

Teble 2 shows hoTI the income of the-Association fell d~ring its first five 
years, a nor~al thing for a new oeganization that depends on giftc and b~1bscrip
tiona to get started. It is unusual that the .'\.nn Arbor ladies wert:3 atle to r-e.ise 
a total of only eleven cents per inhabitc:nt during their first year, whereas the 
ladies of Coldwater, Corunna, Plain~ell, and MarsbP....11 (all smaller to~a, nhose 
librarle~ \1ere founded in the 1860 1 El) were able to collect 28 cents por in.habi
tant.* 

The members strueglod to raise ncncy for tho Association during tho first tt-10 

years, recking their brains and investing nunborless hours in projects that yiel~.
ed uncertain 1-eturns. 'l'he 1868 r-inutos arc full of suggestions for otr..or ways of 
oa.king r.ioney: sponsoring lectures, raising the annual fee, prin.t.ing and pas3ing 
out e circular calling upon the people of the town for suppcrt, and eveu a hint 
for tax. su.pport_ froo the city, v,hich was apparently not folloVJed up by an out
right r9quest. Here e.re sooe excerpts from the book of minutes for 1868, to ilJ.
ustrate the dilemna in their ovm words: 

... It is very desirable so to increase the nuober of books 
es to meko it attractive to a larger nunber of subccribers and 
render it self-irnpporting, as well as to place it on an equality 
wit.h sir::ilar institutions in other cities . 

• . ,rte foel greatly encouragod by what has already been ac-: 
conplished. Still it is a question not easily solved, and ono 
occasiouing ouch .mxious thought to ycur Coni:iittee, how shall 
the funds necessary to carry on this enter~rise nore success
fully be obtainedr The lecture field seeos closed against us 
- entertainments of a social character have not proved success
ful, and no~hing seens left but to appeal to the good sense and 
patronage of the comr.nmity. 

* These figures, and those in the last paraF,raph of this paper, were calculated 
on the ba:cds of a aaople of 16 ladies I libraries fouuded before, or Tiithin three 
yoars after, the Ann Arbor Library. Ann Arbor was one of the largest towns, Bild 
its ladies' library was one of the longest-lived., of the sanple. 
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11'0 a1·di:mtly hope ~he tbo nay not be distant .,.,hen th<:: city 
authorh,ies 1.'IAY sec the i1aportance of 1:ia.ltjng e.i enm,.a.1 approµria
tion for ti1n support of a..11 instit·..ition v,h:ich is ulr<>aci.y u pu':>J.ic 
benP.fi t. Eo,;; ~ru.ch more sha11 it be so v1h9n it ce.n 'be supportud. 
as a Free Library open to all. (nook of Minutes, Apl"il 1868) 

In l&ter years they were r.iore si..ccessful in the fiald of en tertainT2.,mts, from 
which their income betvreen J 886 and 1891 a.vcrnged $150 a year. 

The Soc:i.e.l Readings 
Part of 1.:he purpose of the Ladies 1 Lihrary t~ssociation -:,as "to e:i.ecura.ge useful 

and entertaining rending, and other means of moral and i.ntellectuPJ. ;.mp:rovem9nt- in 
the city of /LlL"l Arbor. 11 To this end, they h~ld frequent bod al r&adiugs at the 
houses of mcnber:s. Each person v;as supposed to bring something interest5.n.g to 
read. alo·u.d to the group. It might oe ?OEJtry or prose, original or cot original, 
and on P..nr of a variety of subj8cts. rt. oie;ht be a r.imorizcd roc:l. tat ion or an in
fomal t.elk. t?hcn the 'l'Toa.thnr v,as t;oeJ..0 f1vo to t,1cr.ty rcc:n::>crs would cone, end 
they had a e;ood time, to judge from the brief minutes they kept, of which tho fol
louing is a seJ!lFlo: 

Mrs. Re.ymond read Hood I s n1ost :Ic1r" ,ri th tolli:ig effect as the 
excited. rairt_hf,.ilnoss of the hearers tcstified ... Tho ronain,y~,r:.[of 
tl-io evoningJ v,as spont iu choorful a.rid. not unp~ofi table .::onverBa
tion. (Ilook of U~nutos, Oct. 3, 1870) 

Tho Liorar;r 1s Loc.o:1.tion 
i3c,-t,:,ccn 1866 and 1870, thl:3 Ladies 1 Library ,1as housed in t\70 successive loc;a

tions, both of ,1hich were rooms above stores on Ma.in Street, rented for $50 per 
year. J.t the Mai-ch, 1866, board oeeting they decided t-o rent a sr:w.11 room in 
11Ea.7.,gsterfer's new block, 11 on the southm.;st col·ner of t,:ain e..nd :'a.shineton, to 
house the 'books they were going to buy. A weok later the;,.- hold th~ir f'ir~t ooet
ing in the ncvr rooo. By the next fall it had a. bookc;,so in it, with tvro to three 
hundred books; no taole, out a carpet, stove, fuol, am 11gnsalier 11 (presu?::abl:,r 
for iilu~inatlon). 

On the last da.y of April, 1867, another offic;e building with space to rent open
ed its doors, a.::i.d soon e.fter."rard tho ladieG l:lOV-l;)d c,ut of Mr. Ha.11gsterfer 1B roora 
and into 2. roor.1 in the new building, above tho First :tiationnl Ea.'1k at 22 2outh 
Mn.i!l StrEJet, onl:· a stone's throw from the first roo1:i. Probitbly they need.ad a 
larger room fo::- the1r gro...,-ing collection and membership. 

The collection was !!loved a total of five tir.ies bcfo1·c it ~1as moved into tho 
J\ssociation 1 s ner. :Ffu.ro!l Street ·ouilding in tho 180 1s. 

The I,i'Jrarians 
April 23, 1866, to Nov., 1866 

Nov, , 13€,6, to Ue.y, 1867 
May, 1867, to Ju:10, 1869 
Juno, l86S. to Mey, 1870 
May, J.870, to April, 1871 

Miss Sarah Berry (Sre resigi.1ed for reasons not 
recorded) 

Probably Miss Henri~ues 
Miss Henriques 
Mrs. C. B. Porter, with M~s. Adarr:s1 assistance 
Mrs. Ad.ams. Her assistsnt waB net rec~rded 

Tho librarian• n job involved a lot of vrorl_:, but re1uired no special tx-t~ining or 
eklll. All problems a.,,d decisfons vrere referred to tho board of directors. From 
1866 to 1869 she was paid $25 a year, a.ri.d roter that, $40, which she d~v:idcd 
equally with hor 8$Sistent. 
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ThBr13 '7U3 uo iruper~oaru., bure:a.ucx-E?.tlc At1:1c11.rph0ro f01· ;:.he neopl0 who vrorked in 
tho Ladiesr Library. Their probJ.cr.is got indi.vio.ual att~ntio~ f~·ora th.,3 board. (of 
Tlhich thoy mi cht ali:;o be ocmbers). !!ere. i ~ Bll cxar:rr,lo fror:i t.ho :i30ok of Minute3: 

May 16, 1879. 
A spocia.1 board ncctine qas h~ld ~t the library .. , 
tno president stated that l!rs. and Mlss Porter- f.:;lt nurt b~/ 

vrhat eeemcd to them a lack of <'-6nfidence upon the part of the Roard 
ln their condt!Ct, of the Librar~; nnd intenn.cd to r'3t:5.gi. They ncre 
in the· habit of doing a great dsa1 o:f work out of l.ibra1-y b0urs t..nd 
as there were b::.t few at t-he room on Saturdey r.ior:i:Lnrr, they fol t 
that ono Librm·ian co1J.ld do the work there e.t that ti1:1e m th perfect 
ease, e.nd that compJ,aints of delay were wlthout .1ust ca.use . 
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• • • A very great degree of satii;f&ction 1.n tbo gcnGral conduct of o 
thl':I library u.ndc): the present libreria..."'ls uas exp1·es~0d, and it we.a 
felt that the reBignation of Urs. Porter ,1ould be s groat dotrlmeut 
to t.he library. ]'rom the representations made, it seoood clsar tc 
tho board that for tbe present it wo.s not nccossary for l,Iiso":F-ort.o:r X.u~1sa.. 
to· be e.t t,he room during the morninga Th~ Se.::rcta.ry v.•es req,1ested 
·to inform Mrs. Porter of this u.uar;.i1:1ous scntimont cf the board. 

'1.djourned. 

The Col lee t:!.or, 
T.!le booke ';TCTe group~d under twelve broad subject heA.d.ings, ?.~cordiug to tho 

catalog printed in 1873. The largest category was fiction (29%), e.nd t.hs next 
largest 'l':as 11misc'7llanaousl! ( 27%; and it included much fiction as wall ~s rde.ronco 
books and genuine Idscclla.ny). 

ln ::.11 major divhions there '7ero books of ever~r grade of que.lity~ rani;ing a.11 
the way fron classic to trivial. The HYo'.l.th1s Depart;;:ient, 11 fo-r instance,lii;ted on 
three p2ges of tt.o cata1og not only Alic0 in 7:"cuderla:i.d, !.ii ttle .. o::1cn, J.:ca~iien 
Nights, Gt.11ivor 1s Travels, Water Babies, and all the r.1st one might ox:pect in a 
good librari; but also t!:lirty books by Oliver Optic, th9 modern counterparts of 
VJhich would ·oe. cor:iic bookB. pro·oably. 

Th£, collection emphasized books for children, end ~ooim by and c.bout rroracu, ao 
one mlgh t expect, sinc0 the wocen ®ders tood the reading needs of vromen and child
ren b~tter than they did those of □en. 

The periodicals for -,-:M.ch they had the longest ru.-:is by J.873 wera the Eclectic, 
Hours at Homo, L.:ttoll 1s Living Age, N.;lantic }~onthly, and Pntn2n 1s. • T'ilc.fi· cou..TJ.t~r
parts today ,wu1ir1e the Reader's Digest, Ladies• Ho..1e Journal, and_~a::;per 1 s. 

Every effort was mad.e to presetve end account for every book. Inventory .,,as a 
serious bus:!.ness, and read.era ,..,ore discouraged fron touching t,he bcoks. It was not 
customary in /u:lorica."l llcre.ries until decades later for the r.ee.der to select the 
book be v,anted directly fror.i the shelf. Printed cate.lo 6s v:-erc :pro·.rided., at a. 
reasonable price, to eid in chooslng books, and the lib~urian brought the books 
frorrJ the shel7es to the readers. 

In 4869 the library We.s open fron 3 to q on Se.turdey (r.ot, until 1882 dicl they 
have daily op8ning hours), a,nd the rules were: 

Each. member !Ja.y d:-aw one !look and retain sar.:io two weeks. 
Ji;n.y I!loo·oer retdning n I.look long;;r the'l two vie elm, she.LL pay a. fi 10 of 

one dir.e per week . 
.Anyone defacing or injuring e Jook, shall pay such d,;.!Oac;oa a:: ~hall 

be assessed by the Board of Directors. 
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;my person losi::.c:; e. :Jook, shaJ.J. p:1.y tho cost .:>f thG siine. 

1'1c ooDbcr shall be :por-.:ii ttcc"'. to d.x-a,, ~?ooks tJ.11 su.ch fino1> 
aro paid. 

!fo one sha.:l lend th& nook~ of tbis Li'bre.ry £"Le., to 
anothe.1.· porson_7, 

The s1.zo of tho collE:ction reacb.od 10•.)0 voluncs .ca.:r-ly in 1372. ·fwolv13 pi::r~ent 
c,f the 1000 voluc1cs had "occn donated. 

Most ladies' lior,,des founded in the sixt:l.c;s in Michigar~ had, oy thei:r thi;cd 
yo&, about ono boo~ fer overy five inhabitants o: tho tom1. The ColdnetGr nS~o
ciation had as nany as one for every throe. But tho iurn Arbor association had only 

t" one book for every eleven inhabitants, e\.Ten though the absolute m.u:ibcr of books was 
greate1· than nost ladios I libraries had. It would be hard to to1 l why this d.:iff<:,:-
ence existed aoong tho associations. It had nothing to do v.rith the oize of tho 
town, the nui~ber of enterteinnents given each year, or the date of foundingc 
Other possj.ble but unexplored 1·casons a.re tr.a encunt of total ,;'J'Caltr. 1.n town, tho 
extent to \7hich the library ser.,,od the ,1hole conmunity, c1nd l,ho der.iand for a public 
library. 

The author is i.ndebtad to Prof. nus::rnll 3:l.<l.lack, u!1c.o:r wr.ose supervision tt:..is 
paper v:aa originally written during tro si.umer of 1.961; and to M·rs. J, G. F.l:'.ys, 
Mbc 1il. El:17.abeth Slack, and Miss Lola Duff., for 5..nfor!.lation and g,.do.anc:s; and to 
the Michigan Ristcr1cal Collections~ for access to most of th'3 dor.nments consulted. 
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The Miss Porter mentioned twice on page 7 is not Miss Alice 

Porter, the celebrated long-time teacher of Latin in the Ann Arbor 

High School. Alice Porter appears just once in the records of the 

Ladies' Library Association. On November 6, 1889 she is listed 

in an account book as paying $1,00 for a subscribing membership. 

Her mother was Mrs. Charles B. Porter, one of ·the founding members. 

The Miss Porter on page 7 was Miss Louisa Porter. 

Alice Porter's extreme near-sightedness, unrecognized throughout her 

childhood, put her far behind in her schooling. ·Born in 1853 she 

did not graduate from high school until 1876. 
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This volume has been assembled and in great part 

typed by Alice Sunderland Wethey, Secretary of 

the Ladies' Library Association 1954-1958, Chair

man of the Book Committee 1960-1963, President 
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A duplicate volume has been prepared for binding 

and will be deposited with the other records of 

the Ladies' Library Association in the Bentley 

Historical Library of the University of Michigan. 
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