





and in addition there are works for such unusual ones as mandolin, piccolo, and clarinet—the last-
named a new instrument at the time.

He contributes to all three of the basic types of Baroque concerto: the concerto grosso, the solo
concerto, and the “orchestral concerto” which he usually calls sinfonia. The Concerto for Bassoon
in E minor is in his favorite three-movement form. The solo instrument doubles the bass line in
the orchestral tuttis; in the contrasting solo sections it is accompanied very lightly. The first move-
ment is full of Vivaldi’s characteristic rhythmic drive; the middle movement allows the bassoon to
reveal its lyrical side; and the lively last movement gives the soloist a chance to show his virtuosity.
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Orchestrated by Vincent d’Indy

Vivaldi’s six sonatas for violoncello are among the greatest of early solo works for the instrument.
The fifth sonata is a particularly fine composition, and displays the cello technique of the first half
of the eighteenth century to perfection. The form is that of the sonate da chiesa. A rather solemn
slow movement is followed by a lively allegro in which wide leaps are exploited; the third move-
ment is a flowing Siciliana, a favorite type of slow movement with Vivaldi; and the final movement
is a lively dance in gigue rhythm. The accompaniment, originally for basso continuo, has been
realized for string orchestra by Vincent d’Indy.

Concerto for Piccolo in C major (F. VI, No. 5) . . . . . . VwaLp

The originality of Vivaldi’s thought is never more apparent than when he chooses to write for
an unorthodox solo instrument such as the piccolo. Not unexpectedly, much of the solo part is
devoted to showing off its extreme agility in arpeggios and other passage-work; however, lovely
effects result from the use of only the upper strings for accompaniment, and the slow movement,
in the relative minor, is full of delicate and poetic figuration for the solo instrument against a gently
murmuring string background.

Concerto for Violin in B-flat major, 2| o0 o o 0 f o i el {PERGOLEST

Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710-36) had one of the most remarkable and one of the shortest
careers of any composer of any period. At a very early age he was given a stipend by a nobleman,
the Marchese Cardolo Pianetti, which enabled him to enter the Conservatorio dei Poveri in Naples.
In 1731, when he was seventeen, his first major work, an oratorio, was produced; in the nine years
that remained to him he composed a series of operas—both serious and comic—oratorios, masses,
concertos, and chamber works. In 1733 his most famous work, La Serva Padrona, was produced in
connection with his serious opera Il Prigionier Superbo; his last complete work was his famous
setting of the Stabat Mater. He died early in 1736 of “consumption” at the age of 26; he seems thus
to have anticipated by half-a-century the series of composers, beginning with Mozart, who died very
early, many of the same disease. The Violin Concerto in B-flat is a brilliant work which displays
strong affinities with the style in which he excelled, that of Italian comic opera, a style which
although in part Baroque played an important role in the formation of the later “classical” style
which had its beginnings during Pergolesi’s short lifetime.



Concerto for Flute (“Il Cardellino”) in D major, Op. 10, No.3 . . . VIVALDI

This concerto, part of a set published in Amsterdam about 1729, is one of those in which
Vivaldi indulges in a certain amount of portrayal of ideas outside the music itself. His best known
works of this type are the four violin concertos called “The Seasons.” As is often the case with such
programmatic concertos by Vivaldi, the ostensible subject of the work, “The Goldfinch,” seems to
be present chiefly in the opening movement, where the aptitude of the flute for presenting bird
calls, often utilized by composers, is exploited. The slow movement, again in Vivaldi’s favorite
Siciliana rhythm, seems quite unlike anything a goldfinch might whistle, but there are sporadic
suggestions of bird-calls in the last movement.

ConcertinoiNo 2N Gmajors e e B i e . v e PR RCOLEST

The set of six so-called “Concertini” for four violins, viola, cello, and basso continuo, from
which the present work comes, was published in London under the name of Carlo Ricciotti. This
illustrates a tendency noticeable throughout the eighteenth century, especially in connection with
music belonging to the “new style,” which ultimately became what we are accustomed to call
“classical”: the almost incredible confusion produced by mis-attributions, accidental or deliberate,
together with what amounts to “piracy” on the part of music publishers, especially in France and
England. It may be suggested that the social ferment of the eighteenth century, the struggle of the
old and the new, and its effect upon composers, performers, publishers, and the musical public, may
help to explain this. The popularity of Pergolesi’s music certainly has something to do with the very
large number of works attributed to him which seem to be spurious. The “Concertini” are almost
certainly his; in any case, they are works of great charm. Concertino No. 2 begins with a Largo
which serves as an introduction to the fugal “Da Capella, non presto” which follows. The succeeding
slow movement is in E minor with a central section in E major. The final Allegro, with its powerful
drive, concludes what is clearly more like a “preclassical” symphony than a Baroque concerto.



